The Department of English at RIT proposes a

BS Degree in English
Given its interdisciplinary strengths and its location within a premier technological university, the English Department at RIT is well-situated to provide an innovative degree. Students will receive extensive training in critical thinking, rhetorical, literary and cultural analysis, and creative writing with a required specialization in a professional field of study. Thus, graduates in English will be flexibly specialized critics and creators of cultural texts, prepared to evaluate difficult texts and address broad cultural issues with clarity of expression.  Students enrolled in the English degree at RIT will select one of three tracks: Literary and Cultural Studies, Science Writing, or Creative Writing and a professional core in a discipline outside of English.  The English degree combines a thorough grounding in rhetorical, cultural and literary analysis with specialization in contextually informed, well-crafted and accessible professional cores, and an interdisciplinary capstone research project which culminates in a professional e-portfolio.
Our degree program links training in literary analysis, creative writing, and nonfiction writing with upper-level courses in a variety of fields.  All students will take required courses in Literary and Cultural Studies, Linguistics, Introduction to English Studies, and Introduction to Critical Theory.  Beyond these shared courses, within each track students will take a sequence of courses that will prepare them as cultural critics and writers.  Each of the tracks will challenge students to study Global Literatures as well as Literary and Cultural Studies from both inside and outside of mainstream or canonical Literature.  
Track Specialization

Students in the Literary and Cultural Studies track will take a sequence of both traditional and non-traditional Literature courses that will engage them in scholarship surrounding the composition, meaning, and value of cultural texts and emerge as competent critics and analysts of cultural products.  More generally, these students will develop a clear sense of the larger questions involved in the study of these texts.  
In the Creative Writing track students will take a series of workshop courses in a variety of literary forms each designed to hone the students’ skills as imaginative writers, both in traditional and innovative techniques.  Students will work on fiction, poetry, drama in their well-established forms, but will also encounter digital poetry, graphic novels, or hypertext fiction and other innovative contemporary literatures.  Students will develop these skills through interaction with our talented faculty, but also through exposure to numerous events both on and off campus.

Science Writing interprets scientific and technological change for audiences of varying levels of expertise and responds to expanding cultural and economic demands to explain science and technology for a variety of stakeholders within an information economy.  From our perspective, Science Writing is not about the creation of technical manuals or the communication of scientific ideas to other scientists.  It is much more about the ability to understand the function of writing in these communications.  It requires the ability to read science from a cultural perspective, interpret its rhetorical moves, and write it for the general public.  Students in this track will take courses in writing about science, but, perhaps as significantly, they will also take courses in poetry, fiction and literary and rhetorical analysis.  
Professional Cores

Students in each track will also be required to take a professional core, a sequence of courses in a field outside of English that will lead to proficiency well beyond the introductory level. Those who elect the Literary and Cultural Studies track may, for example, choose to participate in the dialogue between literary and philosophical studies: philosophical interpretations of literature and literary treatment of philosophy.  Because of their training in literary and rhetorical analysis, our students would be able to further engage the cultural and contextual questions of philosophical aesthetics.  Alternatively, students in this track may decide to contribute to emerging conversations about ways in which traditional conceptions of artistry, authorship, publishing and production must be theorized in new directions given the global/digital culture webs that exist in interactive gaming and the proliferation of related technologies. Through exposure to related fields outside of English Studies, students would bring to bear a more professional perspective to studies within their tracks.
Students who choose the Science Writing track could focus on Biology, Physics, Mathematics, Chemistry, or Medical Sciences, a combination of these, or a social science such as Psychology, or a technological field such as Interactive Games and Media.  Students can choose either to develop a broad understanding of the sciences, or to pursue one of these fields in depth, or, with careful advising, to complete coursework in a combination of these areas. Graduates in English with a Science Writing focus will be flexibly specialized cultural analysts prepared to work as science writers in a variety of traditional and new media.

The Creative Writing professional core prepares students to use their expressive talents in venues such as public relations, education, and technical editing.  Students in the Creative Writing track will have the opportunity to work in more experimental genres of creative writing–performance, new media, digital poetry, producing multi-media and multi-genre innovations. In a professional core, these students will have the opportunity to apply these creative genres to professional areas such as marketing, information technology and publishing. 

Summary

Unlike more traditional English degree programs around the country, our degree takes advantage of RIT’s unique history and present, the needs and interest areas of its students, and potential interdisciplinary partners around the university.  In addition to the usual curriculum one might expect in a traditional English degree, ours offers a professional core with flexible tracks, side-by-side.  A student could, for example, major in English with focus in Science Writing, elect to have a professional core in Biology, and minor in Philosophy. This student would be able to interpret not only the scientific concepts at play in a discussion of science, but would also have the ability to perform critical analyses informed by literary theory, philosophy, and rhetoric. The interdisciplinary approaches within each track enable students to move fluidly between fields of knowledge.  By partnering with other colleges at RIT, the program privileges institutional collaboration across colleges and provides opportunities for double majors for students wishing to broaden their talents in today’s competitive job market. Liberal Arts opportunities for double-majors and degree programs that combine humanities with science, engineering, technology, and imaging will thus appeal to students who are interested in pursuing a unique combination of traditional and innovative curricula.  The programs principal attribute is flexibility because we have designed it with a view for future double majors.  As an example, by combining the twenty credits of the professional core with twenty credits of free electives students would be only eight credits short of many degree programs at the institute. The department has already begun to reach out across the institute to work with departments.  We have now negotiated articulation agreements with the departments of Psychology, Philosophy, Interactive Games and Media, Information Sciences & Technology, Biology Sciences, Chemistry, Physics, Medical Sciences; and, this is only the beginning!
Costs

Because we have designed the program around courses already in our portfolio, while adding very few new courses, the program has very low initial costs.  We already offer very popular minors in each of the tracks, which means that most of the courses will have students enrolled. Additionally, the department has made some directed hires in recent years with a view toward this degree program.  We anticipate that we will need no additional faculty resources to start the program.  However, as the program becomes successful, we will need to increase the faculty numbers.  This strategy will allow our program to be both flexible and intentional in its development.  In other words, only as the program grows, and we have more students, will we need to add new faculty in order to expand the course offering for new students. Additionally, we are working with other departments at the institute to offer both articulations between programs and double majors.  So that, for example, students in Interactive Games and Media may enroll in a course sequence in the English department that focuses on narrative (which may include Narrative Theory, Creative Writing: Fiction, Viking Myth and Saga).  This arrangement will provide students to fill our courses with both majors and highly motivated non-majors, thus reducing the overall costs of the program.
The English Degree Curriculum:

	Course Work
	Program Credits
	Gen Ed Credits

	General Education Credits
	  
	12

	English Degree Core 
	16 
	

	Colloquium
	
	

	Intro English Studies (Theory)
	
	

	Intro Critical Practices (Theory)
	
	

	Capstone
	
	

	Required Specialization 
	16 
	

	Degree Program Electives
	20 
	

	Professional Core
	20 
	

	Math and Science
	
	24

	Liberal Arts Core
	
	24

	Liberal Arts Concentration
	
	12

	General Education Electives
	
	20

	Open Electives
	20
	

	FYE
	2
	

	Totals
	92 Total 
	92 credits

	Grand Total
	186 
	


*Sample Professional Cores:

Philosophy

	Required:
	Select Three:

	0509-210 Introduction to Philosophy
	0509-442 Philosophy of Art/Aesthetics

	0509-470 Philosophy and Literary Theory
	0509-454 Feminist Theory

	
	0509-455 Theories of Knowledge

	
	0509-465 Critical Theory

	
	0509-474 Philosophy of Language


Communications
	Required:

	0535-460 Copywriting and Visualization

	0105-363 Principles of Marketing 

	0535-532 Professional Writing 

	0535-464 Public Relations Writing

	0535-410 Computer-Mediated Communication


Natural Sciences
In Option A, students will combine 10 credits in one field (Chemistry in this example) with a comparable set of courses from other fields (Biology, Physics, Mathematics, or Medical Sciences), developing a breadth of knowledge allowing them to approach the sciences intra- and inter-disciplinarily.  In Option B, students follow a track within one natural science, gaining depth of knowledge within on field (Biology in this example).

	Option A:
	Option B:

	Foundations of General Chem.
4 Cr
	1001-201 General Biology I

	Chem. Prin. Lab I

            1 Cr
	1001-205 General Biology Lab I

	Foundations of Organic Chem.
4 Cr
	1001-202 General Biology II

	Intro to Organic Chem. Lab
            1 Cr
	1001-206 General Biology Lab II

	
	1001-203 General Biology III

	
	1001-207 General Biology Lab III

	
	300 - Biology (Ecology, Evolution, Cell Biology, Molecular Biology, etc.). 


Psychology

	Required: 
	Choose Two Courses from one of Four Tracks:

	0514-210 Introduction to Psychology
	

	Choose two:
	Visual Perception 

	0514-440 Childhood and Adolescence 
	Information Processing 

	0514-443 Cognitive Psychology
	Biopsychology

	0514-444 Social Psychology 
	Clinical Psychology

	0514-445 Psychology of Perception
	

	0514-446 Psychology of Personality
	

	0514-447 Abnormal Psychology
	

	0514-448 Industrial/Organizational Psychology
	

	0514-449 Behavior Modification
	


Interactive Games and Media
	Required:
	Select One:

	4002-346 2D Animation for Interactive Media
	4002-381 Fundamentals of Game Design & Development II

	4003-230 Introduction to Programming for New Media
	4002-434 Programming for Digital Media

	4002-231 Programming for New Media II
	4002-347 3D Modeling & Animation for Interactive Media

	4002-380 Fundamentals of Game Design & Development I
	


*These professional cores are here only as examples of potential articulations with other departments at RIT.  We have already made arrangements with the departments represented here and seek to make similar arrangements with other departments across the institute.
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