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Rochester INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Minor Program proposal form 

college of Liberal Arts
Department of Performing Arts and Visual Culture 
Name of Minor: Visual Culture
Brief description of the minor to be used in university publications 

	Visual Culture is an interdisciplinary field of study that explores the role of visual media in everyday life and its critical function in the dissemination of ideas in the public sphere. Emphasizing comparative critical approaches to the convergence of art, popular media, science, and technology, the minor engages globalized visual media ranging from photography, television and film, to new media (the Web, digital imaging and social networks), architecture, design, and art (painting, sculpture and multimedia forms) in the context of such social arenas, as art, news, science, advertising, and popular culture. 


1.0 Minor Program Approvals

	
	Approval request date:
	Approval granted date:

	Academic Unit Curriculum Committee
	19 November 2012
	10 December 2012

	College Curriculum Committee
	28 January 2013
	28 January 2013

	Inter-College Curriculum Committee
	6 March 2013
	6 March 2013


2.0 Rationale: 
A minor at RIT is a related set of academic courses consisting of no fewer than 15 semester credit hours leading to a formal designation on a student's baccalaureate transcript 
How is this set of academic courses related?
	All of the courses in the minor focus on the importance of visual forms of media, communication, and information, in the contemporary world, running the gamut from “high” cultural forms, such as fine art, design, and architecture, to popular “low” cultural forms, associated with the mass media and communications.  The Visual Culture minor situates the discourse of the visual (with its traditional focus on formalist and iconographic critical approaches), within the broader contexts of the consumption and production of images within their socio-historical milieu. 



3.0 Multidisciplinary involvement:

If this is a multidisciplinary minor spanning two or more academic units, list the units and their role in offering and managing this minor. 

	Departments of Performing Arts and Visual Culture, English, Philosophy, Modern Languages, Communication, STS/Public Policy, History, Sociology & Anthropology, and Political Science.


4.0 Students ineligible to pursue this minor:

The purpose of the minor is both to broaden a student's college education and deepen it in an area outside the student’s major program. A minor may be related to and complement a student’s major, or it may be in a completely different academic/professional area.   It is the responsibility of the academic unit proposing a minor and the unit’s curriculum committee to indicate any home programs for which the minor is not a broadening experience.  

Please list below any home programs whose students will not be allowed to pursue this minor, provide the reasoning, and indicate if this exclusion has been discussed with the affected programs:

	none



5.0 Minor Program Structure, Sequence and Course Offering Schedule:

Describe the structure of the proposed minor and list all courses, their anticipated offering schedule, and any prerequisites.  
· All minors must contain at least fifteen semester credit hours;  

· Minors may be discipline-based or interdisciplinary; 

· In most cases, minors shall consist of a minimum of two upper division courses (300 or above) to provide reasonable breadth and depth within the minor;   
· As per New York State requirements, courses within the minor must be offered with sufficient frequency to allow students to complete the minor within the same time frame allowed for the completion of the baccalaureate degree;
· Provide a program mask showing how students will complete the minor.

Narrative of Minor Program Structure:
	Students will choose three courses from List A, one course from List B, and will be required to take Visual Culture Theory.
Required: FNRT 376 Visual Culture Theory

List A (choose three courses):

FNRT 206 Queer Looks

FNRT  220 Introduction to Museums and Collecting

FNRT 352 Historic Photographic Processes

FNRT 353 History & Theory of Exhibitions

FNRT 370 American Painting

FNRT 371 African American Art

FNRT 372 American Film of the Studio Era

FNRT 373 American Film Since the Sixties

FNRT 374 Art in the Age of the New Deal

FNRT 375 Women/Gender/Art

FNRT 377 Imag(in)ing Rochester

FNRT 378 Memory, Memorials, and Monuments

FNRT 379 Art of India and Southeast Asia

FNRT 380 Art of China, Korea, and Japan

FNRT 381 Art of Islam: The Arabic Tradition

FNRT 382 Art of Islam: the Persian, Turkish/Mughal Tradition

FNRT 383 Traumatic Images

FNRT 384 Art of Dying

FNRT 440 Deaf Art and Cinema

List B (choose one course):

ANTH 210 Culture & Globalization

ANTH 240 Muslim Youth Cultures

ANTH 265 Native North Americans in Film

ANTH 310 African Popular Cultures

ANTH 325 Bodies & Culture

ANTH 330 Cultural Images of War

ANTH 375 Native American Repatriation

ANTH 425 Global Sexualities

ANTH 430 Visual Anthropology

ANTH 435 Garbage Archaeology

COMM 341 Visual Communication

COMM 440 Visual Communication of Technical Information

ENGL 410 Film Studies

ENGL 421 The Graphic Novel

ENGL 422 Maps, Spaces and Places

HIST 421 Hands On History

MLFR 351 French Films & Hollywood

MLSP 351 Gender & Sexuality in Hispanic Studies
MLSP 352 Caribbean Cinema

PHIL 303 Philosophy of Art and Aesthetics

PHIL 309 Feminist Theory 

PHIL 313 Philosophy of Film

PHIL 314 Philosophy of Vision/Imaging

POLS 490 Politics Through Film

STSO 321 Faces of the Land




	Course Number & Title
	SCH
	Required
	Optional
	Fall
	Spring
	A = Annual B = Biennial
	Prerequisites

	FNRT 376 Visual Culture Theory
	3
	X
	
	
	X
	A
	

	List A—choose  3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FNRT 206 Queer Looks
	3
	
	X
	
	
	A
	

	FNRT 350 Introduction to Museums and Collecting
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	FNRT 352 Historic Photographic Processes
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	FNRT 353 History & Theory of Exhibitions
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	Al
	

	
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	FNRT 370 American Painting
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	FNRT 371 African American Art
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	

	FNRT 372 American Film of the Studio Era
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	B
	

	FNRT 373 American Film Since the Sixties
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	FNRT 374 Art in the Age of the New Deal
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	FNRT 375 Women/Gender/Art
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	FNRT 377 Imag(in)ing Rochester
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	Al
	

	FNRT 378 Memory, Memorials, and Monuments
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	
	3
	
	X
	
	
	A
	

	
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	FNRT 383 Traumatic Images
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	FNRT 384 Art of Dying
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	FNRT 440 Deaf Art and Cinema
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	

	List B—choose 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ANTH 210 Culture & Globalization 
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	2nd year status

	ANTH 240 Muslim Youth Cultures
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	

	ANTH 265 Native Americans in Film
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	B
	

	ANTH 310 African Popular Cultures
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	

	ANTH 325 Bodies & Culture
	3
	
	X
	
	X


	A
	ANTH-102 Cultural Anthropology or permission of instructor

	ANTH 330 Cultural Images of War
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	

	ANTH 375 Native American Repatriation
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	B
	

	ANTH 425 Global Sexualities 
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	ANTH-102 or permission of instructor

	ANTH 430 Visual Anthropology
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	ANTH-102 or permission of instructor

	ANTH 435 Garbage Archaeology
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	

	COMM 341 Visual Communication
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	COMM 440 Visual Communication of Technical Information
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	B
	

	ENGL 410 Film Studies
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	

	ENGL 421 The Graphic Novel
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	Update Semcon

	ENGL 422 Maps, Spaces and Places
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	

	HIST 421 Hands On History 
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	MLFR 351 French Films and Hollywood
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	

	MLSP 351 Gender & Sexuality in Hispanic Studies
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	MLSP 352 Caribbean Cinema
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	

	PHIL 303 Philosophy of Art and Aesthetics
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	

	PHIL 309 Feminist Theory
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	

	PHIL 313 Philosophy of Film
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	

	PHIL 314 Philosophy of Vision/Imaging
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	

	POLS 490 Politics Through Film
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	POLS-110 American Politics, POLS-120 Intro to International Relations, or equivalent

	STSO 321 Face of the Land
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	


	Total credit hours:
	15


Minor Course Conversion Table:  Quarter Calendar and Semester Calendar Comparison

	Directions: The tables on this page will be used by the registrar’s office to aid student’s transitioning from the quarter calendar to the semester calendar. 

 If this minor existed in the quarter calendar and is being converted to the semester calendar please complete the following tables. 
 If this is a new minor that did not exist under the quarter calendar do not complete the following tables.
Use the following tables to show minor course comparison in quarter and semester calendar formats.  Use courses in the (2011-12) minor mask for this table. Display all required and elective minor courses.  If necessary clarify how course sequences in the quarter calendar convert to semesters by either bracketing or using some other notation.



	Name of Minor in Semester Calendar:
	

	Name of Minor in Quarter Calendar:
	

	Name of Certifying Academic Unit:
	


	QUARTER:  Current Minor Courses
	SEMESTER:  Converted Minor Courses
	

	Course #
	Course Title
	QCH
	Course  #
	Course Title
	SCH
	Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Policy Name: D1.1 MINORS POLICY
 1. Definition
A minor at RIT is a related set of academic courses consisting of no fewer than 15 semester credit hours leading to a formal designation on a student's baccalaureate transcript. 

The purpose of the minor is both to broaden a student's college education and deepen it in an area outside the student’s major program. A minor may be related to and complement a student’s major, or it may be in a completely different academic/professional area.   It is the responsibility of the academic unit proposing a minor and the unit’s curriculum committee to indicate any home programs for which the minor is not a broadening experience.  
In most cases, minors shall consist of a minimum of two upper division courses to provide reasonable breadth and depth within the minor.   

2. Institutional parameters 

a) Minors may be discipline-based or interdisciplinary; 

b) Only matriculated students may enroll in a minor;
c) At least nine semester credit hours of the minor must consist of courses not required by the student's home program; 

d) Students may pursue multiple minors.  A minimum of nine semester credit hours must be designated towards each minor; these courses may not be counted towards other minors;
e) The residency requirement for a minor is a minimum of nine semester credit hours consisting of RIT courses (excluding "X" graded courses); 

f) Posting of the minor on the student's academic transcript requires a minimum GPA of 2.0 in each of the minor courses; 
g) Minors may not be added to the student's academic record after the granting of the bachelor's degree. 

3. Development/approval/administration processes 
a. Minors may be developed by faculty at the departmental, inter-departmental, college, or inter-college level. As part of the minor development process: 
i. students ineligible for the proposed minor will be identified; 

ii. prerequisites, if any, will be identified; 

b. Minor proposals must be approved by the appropriate academic unit(s) curriculum committee, and college curriculum committee(s), before being sent to the Inter-College Curriculum Committee (ICC) for final consideration and approval.

c. The academic unit offering the minor (in the case of interdisciplinary minors, the designated college/department) is responsible for the following: 

i. enrolling students in the minor (as space permits); 

ii. monitoring students progress toward completion of the minor; 

iii. authorizing the recording of the minor's completion on student's academic records; 

iv. granting of transfer credit, credit by exam, credit by experience, course substitutions, and advanced placement; 

v. responding to student requests for removal from the minor.

d. As per New York State requirements, courses within the minor must be offered with sufficient frequency to allow students to complete the minor within the same time frame allowed for the completion of the baccalaureate degree. 

4. Procedures for Minor revision
It is the duty of the college curriculum committee(s) involved with a minor to maintain the program’s structure and coherence.  Once a minor is approved by the ICC, changes to the minor that do not have a significant effect on its focus may be completed with the approval of the involved academic unit(s) and the college curriculum committee(s).  Significant changes in the focus of the minor must be approved by the appropriate academic unit(s) curriculum committee(s), the college curriculum committee(s) and be resubmitted to the ICC for final consideration and approval.
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