
The Organization for Tropical Studies (OTS) is a nonprofit 

consortium of over 60 universities and research institutions from 

the United States, Costa Rica, Australia, México, Perú and South 

Africa.  Since 1963, OTS has provided leadership in education, 

research, and the responsible use of  natural resources in the 

tropics.  OTS is committed to increasing the participation of 

women, ethnic minorities, and economically disadvantaged 

students underrepresented in the discipline.  As part of this effort 

OTS and the National Science Foundation offer a Research 

Experience for Undergraduates (REU) program in Costa Rica 

that provides hands-on, field-oriented research experiences to 

undergraduate students from throughout the United States.

The OTS Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates offers students 
from diverse ethnic and academic 
backgrounds the opportunity to 
conduct field research with an expe-
rienced tropical ecologist. OTS 
supports undergraduates selected 
through a competitive application 
process for an eight-week research 
program at the world-renowned La 
Selva Biological Station in the Carib-
bean lowlands of Costa Rica. In 
collaboration with a research mentor, 
each student designs, conducts and 
presents field research projects at La 

Selva. The program provides students 
with a first-hand look at the challenges 
and rewards of tropical ecology.  
Students participate in a rich academic 
field environment, including research 
presentations, discussions, and an 
ethics workshop.  Participants also have 
access to the social, cultural, and recre-
ational activities of rural communities 
surrounding La Selva. Former REU 
participants have built on their OTS 
experience by pursuing successful 
careers in the biological sciences, 
including field ecology and tropical 
medicine.

What is this program like? Program Highlights

Field study at a state of the art 
biological station set in a diverse 
lowland tropical forest

• Experienced scientific mentors 
supervising your independent  
research

• Examination of ethical issues 
pertinent to tropical field re-
search and conservation

• Cultural exchanges with Costa 
Rican and international students 
and researchers
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