WINTER 2011-2                       LIBERAL ARTS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
**Writing Seminar is a prerequisite for all courses

Arts of Expression: Cultural Awareness Through Literature (0504-319)
This course is designed to introduce students to the various genres of literature, i.e. fiction, non-fiction, drama, and poetry, as a means of developing critical thinking skills as they read and analyze literary works by authors from different social and cultural backgrounds and points of view. Additionally, the course will enhance academic writing skills, further develop research writing skills, including employing the MLA (Modern Language Association) documentation style.  

Arts Of Expression: Writing The Disciplines: Origins Of War And Peace (0504-319)
This course will examine beliefs concerning the origin of humankind and the idea that human society began with a primeval Golden Age free of violence and that greed, luxury, property, and civilized life in general constitute the major cause of warfare. Some attention will also be devoted to opposing theories which consider humankind to be innately violent. The course will foster the ability to evaluate complex ideas and respond to them in written form through readings from primary sources and essays. Readings will include selections from Hesiod, Plato, Lucretius, Erasmus, Rousseau, and Thoreau.

Special Topics in History: Alexander the Great (0504-469)
This course will examine the significant primary sources for the life and campaigns of Alexander the Great (356-323 BC) in an effort to establish the recoverable facts about one of history’s most compelling personalities. It will also consider the permanent changes brought to the world by the Age of Alexander and the ensuing Hellenistic era. Finally the course will examine perceptions of Alexander as the ideal or exemplary man through antiquity, the Middle Ages, the nineteenth century, and contemporary times – and attempt to ascertain why a favorable view of him seems to persist even in an era which no longer readily acknowledges warfare and conquest as natural human undertakings.  

Studies in British Literature: 19th Century (0504-474)
This course is designed to introduce students to a specific era in the history of British literature when the British Empire was the dominate world power.  The social context, i.e. events of historical significance worldwide – culturally, politically, economically, and technologically will be highlighted in order to determine how the style, form, and themes of representative writers of this era came about. Research writing methods will be employed in the analysis of various works. The genres of fiction, drama, and poetry by 19th century British authors will be explored. Recommended: Arts of Expression-Cultural Awareness through Literature

Themes in American History: The History of American Sports (0507-305)
 This course examines the history of sports in the geographical region associated with the United States from around 1400 to the present day. Among the specific sports surveyed are: American football; soccer/football; baseball; basketball; ice hockey; boxing; horse racing; lacrosse; auto racing; tennis; golf; and track and field. Sports at all levels and abilities (professional, collegiate, adult amateur, and youth amateur) will be considered. We will approach the course content from many angles, utilizing lectures, assigned readings, videos, and small and large group discussions.  
 
Special Topics in Sociology: Macro-sociolinguistics and the Sociology of Language (0515-452)
[bookmark: _GoBack]This course examines subtopics within macro-sociolinguistics and the sociology of language; knowledge from the fields of sociology and linguistics. While some researchers use the two terms (macro-sociolinguistics and sociology of language) interchangeably, a case could be made that they actually refer to two separate lines of investigation. We will discuss the pros and cons of both classifications. Throughout the course, emphasis will be placed on how language reflects specific societies and social structures. Among the subtopics to be studied are: macro- sociolinguistics; the sociology of language; codes (languages and dialects); language choice; code-switching; diglossia; monolingualism; bilingualism; multilingualism; language mapping (or dialectology); culture (and subculture and counterculture); social class; social status; gender; ethnicity; domains (family, work, school, religion, health, law, etc.); urbanization; individual identity; group identity; roles; social networks; socialization; attitudes about language (or language ideology); government language policy; and language planning. We will approach the course content from many angles, utilizing lectures, assigned readings, video clips, and small and large group discussions.  
