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Other side:

UNS 86’ed
Editorial by Mike Saffran on
radio consolidation in R&R
þ Game-programming courses
featured in The New York
Times (see addendum)
þ

þ

CAST, CCIS and COE academic leaders’ link to RIT University News Services
Important dates:
May 17

Final day classes

May 18

Final Saturday classes

May 18-22

Final exams

May 24

CAST Commencement/
Academic Convocation

May 25

CCIS/COE Commencement

May 26-June 2

Spring/Summer Break

May 27

Memorial Day/RIT holiday

June 3

Summer Quarter classes begin

July 4

Independence Day/RIT holiday
(classes in session)
May 16 (deadline April 26)
July 11 (deadline June 28)
Aug. 15 (deadline Aug. 2)
Aug. 29 (deadline Aug. 16)

Contact UNS:
E-mail

mjsuns@rit.edu

Telephone
475-5697

Fax

475-5097

Internal mail

1187 Building 86

U.S. mail

132 Lomb Memorial Dr.
Rochester, N.Y. 14623-5608
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Have an opinion? Shout it from a rooftop—or, better yet, write a letter

An excellent way to express your viewpoints and simultaneously shine a spotlight on RIT’s wealth of faculty acumen
is by writing a letter to the editor.
A lengthy letter, usually accompanied
by a photograph of the writer, is called an
“op-ed,” derived from the phrase,
“opposite the editorial page,” but also
commonly meaning “opinion editorial.”
Whichever format you choose—
letter or op-ed—University News
Services can assist you with editing
and placement. By collaborating with
UNS, you maintain an integral role in the
editing process. Conversely, if you were
to submit a letter directly to a newspaper,
editing decisions are left to the discretion
of the paper’s editors—you wouldn’t
know what has been cut until you read
your letter in the newspaper.

For starters, you must have a strong opinion

In selecting a topic, keep in mind that,
unlike at dinner parties, having strong
opinions is considered a plus in editorial
writing.
Follow these guidelines:
Letters should be 175 words or less.
Op-eds should be from 300 to 750
words.
Once your editorial is written and
edited, UNS will assist with placement.
General-interest magazines and newspapers are suitable forums for editorials
on topics of community-wide interest.
Editorials on industry-specific issues are
appropriate for trade publications. Editorials on topics of relevance only to the
campus community are ideal for “Viewpoints” in RIT’s News & Events.
þ
þ

Academic Convocation is on May 24.

Unlike press releases, which are
widely distributed, editorials are submitted for exclusive publication. But like
press releases, timeliness is important for
editorials relating to topics in the news.

Do as I say and as I do

This issue’s featured news placement in
“Brick City in the news” on page two is,
fittingly, a letter to the editor. Written
by me, the letter recently appeared in
the radio and recording-industry
trade publication, Radio & Records.
Like many in public relations, my
career began on the other side of the
fence, in the media. Having worked in
radio for nearly two decades, I maintain a
strong interest in broadcasting and closely
follow industry trends.
My letter highlights the oligopolistic
affect on radio as a result of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, which facilitated ownership consolidation, and the legislation’s adverse impact on broadcast
licensees’ willfulness to serve in the public interest.
My intent in providing this backdrop
is to further highlight the qualities of an
effective editorial. Writers must have:
Expertise on a given topic
Willingness to stake a position
Ability to express an opinion with
clarity and passion
UNS encourages you to consider
writing a letter or op-ed. To help you get
started, please read the article, “Expert
Opinions,” included with this edition of
UNS Link. As the article’s author aptly
states, newspaper editorial pages are “a
powerful outlet for visibility.”
þ
þ
þ

Commencement is on May 24 and 25.

UNSLink

New focus for “In the news”

Beginning with this edition of UNS
Link, the “In the news” addendum
lists print and electronic news placements exclusive to CAST, CCIS and
COE.
To ensure a comprehensive list,
please tell me when you have been
contacted by a member of the media,
whether as a result of my efforts or
direct contact from a reporter.
Highlights of university-wide
news placements can be found under
“RIT in the news” on the University
News Services Web site at
www.rit.edu/news.

UNS ‘86’ed’ to new campus home

University News Services has moved
to Building 86, which is located
between the Carey, Link and Ross
buildings.
Building 86 is also home to
University Publications, select information-technology faculty and classrooms. Its location can be pinpointed
on the campus map in the back of
RIT’s 2002 telephone directory.
UNS has not been exiled, it only
feels that way. In part, this is because
of the meaning of the expression
“86,” as recently explained in the
newspaper:

Brick City in the news

Spring Quarter 2002

