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“I tell people that if you give me a clean piece of paper, that’s what I enjoy most 
– because you are asking me to create from nothing,” says Susan Foley ’73, ’79 
(business administration, MBA), founder of Corporate Entrepreneurs LLC and ex-
ecutive director of Research Centers at Babson College (Wellesley, Mass.) Executive 
Education.

Foley specializes in building new businesses and growing them. She’s written 
about her techniques in her recently published book, Entrepreneurs Inside: Acceler-
ating Business Growth with Corporate Entrepreneurs (Xlibris Publishing, 2007).

“There is a distinction between an entrepreneur who is 
starting a company outside of an existing organization and 
a corporate entrepreneur who works inside a company,” 
explains Foley. 

As for the latter, she says, “It doesn’t matter what you 
call them – corporate entrepreneurs, intrapreneurs, mav-
ericks, positive deviants, or business builders – they are 
the engines of growth. I’ve been a corporate entrepreneur 
most of my life.”

Foley’s pioneering career path started early. While at-
tending high school in Cherry Hill, N.J., she wrote her fi rst 
business plan – for a custom apparel store combined with a 
“fun” gift shop.

“I called it Above and Beyond – and the business plan 
won an award from the South Jersey Small Businessmen’s 
Association,” Foley recalls.

As a student at RIT, Foley actually carried her plan one 
step further. “I did a statistical program to see if I could 
draw a correlation between the various styles of clothing 
and women in their career level of organizations,” she 
says.

Not solely intent on climbing the corporate ladder, Foley 
invested her business savvy into growth and development, 
working for 3M and Hewlett Packard in the mid-1970s.

“At the time, they were among the top 10 most admired 
and most innovative companies and both positions left an 
entrepreneurial imprint on me. I had the freedom within 
those organizations to build and create because they were 
growing.” 

By the time she worked at Digital Equipment Corp., from 1987 to 1994, her 
managers were giving Foley total freedom and budgets of $3 million. 

“Corporate entrepreneurship is that freedom to build from inside an existing 
organization and that’s when I really started to realize that this is what I do.”

Last Octover, Foley was a guest panelist at RIT’s  third Entrepreneurship Confer-
ence, which gave her the opportunity to listen to sessions featuring RIT students as 
they presented their own business plans.

“I was quite impressed with their innovation,” she says, “and creating a busi-
ness plan is a good foundation for students interested in becoming entrepreneurs 
– whether they decide to start their own business and be an external entrepreneur, 
or build one within an organization as a corporate entrepreneur. This kind of 
networking endeavor opens doors.”

“Plus, RIT’s business students also have a distinct advantage because of the uni-
versity’s technology focus. That was a  major reason why I chose to come to RIT 
years ago, and I honestly can say I’m a proud alumna. This university provides all 
the rigor and discipline that students need to go forward from school to business.” 

Marcia Morphy

1977
Daniel Comfort ’77 (KGCOE) received certi-
fi cation as an automation professional from the 
Instruments, Systems and Automation Society in 
October 2007.

1978
Sheree Clark ’77, ’78 (SCB) 
received certifi cation as an 
associate raw foods chef from 
the Living Light Culinary 
Institute, Fort Bragg, Calif. 
Sheree is managing partner of 
Sayles Graphic Design in Des 
Moines, Iowa, and has written 
several books about design.
Daniel Mills ’78 (FAA) 
has had work included in a 

number of exhibitions recently. Solo shows include: 
American Icons & Morphs at Zolla/Lieberman 
Gallery, Chicago, Dan Mills: Empire at Lynchburg 
College, Va., and Millersville University, Pa. Recent 
group shows include What War? at White Box in 
New York City, Long March: Yan’an Project, Long 
March Space, Factory 798, Beijing, China; and 
Misleading Trails, which premiered in Beijing, then 
traveled to seven universities throughout the U.S.
Mary Schreiner Moore SVP ’76, ’78 (NTID) 
works for the e-commerce team with W.S. Badcock 
Furniture Corp., one of the largest retailers in 
southeast states. She graduated cum laude with a 
B.A. in organizational management from Warner 
Southern College in 2004 and has been in the infor-
mation technology fi eld for more than 29 years. 
She also serves as president of the board of directors 
for Central Florida Deaf Services Inc., a nonprofi t 
service organization, and has served with Florida 
Association for the Deaf in many capacities.

1979
Mary Aukshunas Dong ’77, ’79 (GAP) is 
the production and distribution director at The 
Economist in New York City. Mary was recently 
included in the “Folio: 40–The Most Infl uential 
People in the Industry.”

Collette Fournier 
’77, ’79 (GAP) was 
one of 10 artists 
whose works were 
exhibited in 
Kamoninge, a pioneer-
ing photographic col-
lective revealing 
Hurricane Katrina in 
all its terror, irony, 
beauty and human-
ity. Kamoninge was on 
display at Calumet 
Photo, New York City, 
in November and 
December 2007.

Peter Moriarty ’79 (GAP) is the author of Lotte 
Jacobi Photographs, published by David R. Godine, 
Boston, 2003. Peter is a senior teacher at the 
Trinity School in New York City.
James Sewell ’77, ’79 (GAP) is a consultant in the 
printing industry and content coordinator for the 
2008 IPA Technical Conference. He also consults 
in color management, pre media, and digital print, 
with a focus on hi fi  reproduction of photography 
for major brands and advertisers, using unique 
paper, ink and coating combinations.

Building entrepreneurship from the inside out

Susan Foley ’73, ’79


