

RIT Technology Transfer and Commercialization
Technology Commercialization and Technology Transfer functions are executed from two organizations at RIT, each under the supervision of the VP for Research.
RIT’s Intellectual Property Management Office (IPMO) is responsible for working with RIT’s principal investigators to identify, capture and commercialize (tech transfer) intellectual property on behalf of the Institute as well as research sponsors. Intellectual Property (IP) is protected by patents or other means of protection including copyrighted software. RIT’s IPMO commercializes the Institutes IP by licensing the technology to existing as well as start-up companies. 

Some Examples of RIT licenses written with start-up companies are shown below.


Company 1 is developing long-lasting power sources for low-data rate sensors and other small devices. This company has a license to three (3) patents from RIT and employs three (3) people.

Company 2 is developing technologies for energy efficiency, pollution reduction and environmental protection. This company has licenses to three (3)  patents from RIT and employs (5) people.  

Company 3 is developing a long life, self recharging battery for high value applications DOD and medical implants applications among others. The basis of this technology is a 3-D porus silicon diode which converts nuclear decay energy into electricity in the much the same way that solar cells convert light into electricity. This company has a license to one (1) RIT patent and employs two (2) people. 

Company 4 is developing low cost high efficiency flexible photo-voltaic arrays. This company has a license to one (1) patent from RIT and employs eleven (11) people. 

Company 5 is developing and selling vehicle predictive maintenance systems for commercial and military vehicles. This company has a license to four (4) patents from RIT and employs six (6) people. 
RIT’s Venture Creations, the campus’s Business Incubator which helps people with technical ideas create new companies, is housed in a 30,000 square foot building adjacent to the RIT campus.  The facility is currently home to 20 startup companies who are developing products and services in a variety of areas including imaging, micro-electronics, alternative energy and software technology. Some incubator companies may also be licensees of RIT technology.  Venture Creations was recently awarded a $1.5 million grant by New York State to develop a Clean (and Renewable) Energy Incubator (CIE) component. 
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