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Introduction/Conclusion


  Title is too vague / inappropriate to topic / not properly explained / missing.


  Opening Anecdote (if used) does not properly set up (imply) essay to come.


  Does not engage readers’ interest.


  Does not provide an adequate Blueprint of Main Ideas to be covered.


  Thesis is unclear / too general /missing / misplaced / contains no specific assertion.


  Conclusion makes no reference to Thesis / simple restatement of Introduction / is missing.

Body Paragraphs


  Topic Sentences are unrelated to Thesis / weak / vague / are missing altogether.


  No, or little, support of Topic Sentences with appropriate supporting details.


  Do not clearly adhere to Topic Sentences / go off on tangents.


  Contain more than one Main Idea per paragraph.


  Are underdeveloped / need more ideas developed in separate paragraphs.


  Taglines are confusing / awkward / missing altogether.


  In-text citations (quotes) improperly follow MLA Guidelines.


  In-text citations are not relevant to development of argument.

Mechanics/Grammar


  Has recurring grammatical problem(s) with: 






  Verb tense is not consistent throughout.


  Does not refer to textual sources in the present tense.


  Contains redundancies / repetition of words / phrases.


  Contains numerous misspellings / not appropriately spell checked.


  Does not seem properly proofread for mechanical errors.


  Sentences not sophisticated in variety and complexity.


  Does not use vocabulary / tone / style appropriate to a college-level assignment.
Other Concerns

  Does not seem to fulfill the specifications of the assignment.


  Does not have a clear sense of Audience.


  Essay is too long / short.


  Pages are not numbered.


  Works Cited page is missing citations / contains too many errors / attention to detail.

Additional Comments

Grade


  A Work is correct and complete, with clear, effective Thesis and Topic Sentences, good supporting details, examples, development of ideas, sense of audience, and is also rhetorically effective; i.e., is clear, coherent and structurally sound.  An outstanding essay.


  B Work is mostly correct and complete, with a Thesis and Topic Sentences, supporting details and examples.


  C Work is generally correct and complete, with a general Thesis and some connected Topic Sentences.  Some lapses in substance, logic, style or usage.  Average work.


  D Work lacks something significant in substance/content or has several deficiencies in style and/or structure.


  F Work has misunderstood some major element of the assignment or has significant deficiencies in substance, content, structure or length.


 It is recommended that you visit the Writing Center in the Academic Support Center.
