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Rochester INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Minor Program proposal form 

College of Liberal Arts
Women’s and Gender Studies Program
Name of Minor:  Women’s and Gender Studies
Brief description of the minor to be used in university publications 

	 The women's and gender studies minor provides a critical framework to explore the significance of gender (along with race, sexuality, and class) in the construction of knowledge within academic disciplines and in the shaping of women’s and men’s lives. Courses engage a critical pedagogy focused on the recovery of women’s contributions in a variety of fields, on women’s and men’s roles in society across cultures, and especially on critical questions about gender neutrality in the shaping of culture.



1.0 Minor Program Approvals

	
	Approval request date:
	Approval granted date:

	Academic Unit Curriculum Committee
	4/16/12
	4/16/12

	College Curriculum Committee
	4/19/12
	4/19/12

	Inter-College Curriculum Committee
	
	


2.0 Rationale: 
A minor at RIT is a related set of academic courses consisting of no fewer than 15 semester credit hours leading to a formal designation on a student's baccalaureate transcript 
How is this set of academic courses related?
	These courses pull from various programs already in existence in the College of Liberal Arts to challenge competing notions of gender in the world around us.  Although most programs have specific courses that highlight gender, this minor brings these courses together in a shared history and literature of Women’s and Gender Studies.


3.0 Multidisciplinary involvement:

If this is a multidisciplinary minor spanning two or more academic units, list the units and their role in offering and managing this minor. 
	The minor is directed by an elected 9 person governing body:  The Women’s and Gender Studies Curriculum Committee. The minor will be administered by the chair of the committee and completion of the minor will be certified by the College of Liberal Arts. Policies and procedures allow for staggered terms and eligibility is determined by personal and professional experience in the field.
Current academic units that contribute to the minor include:

Women’s and Gender Studies

Criminal Justice

Economics
English

Fine Arts

History

Modern Languages and Cultures

Philosophy
Political Science

Psychology

Science, Technology, and Society/ Public Policy
Sociology/Anthropology


4.0 Students ineligible to pursue this minor:
The purpose of the minor is both to broaden a student's college education and deepen it in an area outside the student’s major program. A minor may be related to and complement a student’s major, or it may be in a completely different academic/professional area.   It is the responsibility of the academic unit proposing a minor and the unit’s curriculum committee to indicate any home programs for which the minor is not a broadening experience.  

Please list below any home programs whose students will not be allowed to pursue this minor, provide the reasoning, and indicate if this exclusion has been discussed with the affected programs:

	N/A


5.0 Minor Program Structure, Sequence and Course Offering Schedule:

Describe the structure of the proposed minor and list all courses, their anticipated offering schedule, and any prerequisites.  
· All minors must contain at least fifteen semester credit hours;  

· Minors may be discipline-based or interdisciplinary; 

· In most cases, minors shall consist of a minimum of two upper division courses (300 or above) to provide reasonable breadth and depth within the minor;   
· As per New York State requirements, courses within the minor must be offered with sufficient frequency to allow students to complete the minor within the same time frame allowed for the completion of the baccalaureate degree;
· Provide a program mask showing how students will complete the minor.

Narrative of Minor Program Structure:
	Foundations in Women’s and Gender Studies is required. This course has no prerequisites and may be taken at any time although it is recommended that it be taken early into the minor experience. The minor consists of four additional courses of the student’s choosing (in consultation with the minor advisor). Ideally, one or more of these courses will be upper-division.


	Course Number & Title
	SCH
	Required
	Optional
	Fall
	Spring
	Annual/Biennial
	Prerequisites

	WGST 400 Foundations in of Women’s and Gender Studies
	3
	X
	
	X
	
	A
	

	WGST 235 Women, Work, Culture
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	B
	

	WGST 237 Psychology of Gender
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	

	WGST 245 Prostitution and Vice
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	WGST 246 History of Women in Science and Engineering
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	

	WGST 250 Domestic Violence
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	WGST 255 Seminar on Sexual Violence
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	B
	

	WGST 265 Women and Crime
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	WGST 306 Feminist Theory
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	

	WGST 314 Topics in WGST
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	

	WGST 335 Women and the Deaf Community
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	WGST 342 Gender, Science, and Technology
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	WGST-351 Gender and Sexuality in Hispanic Studies
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	WGST 361 Queering Gender
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	WGST 375 Women, Gender, Art
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	WGST 383 Traumatic Images
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	WGST 384 Art of Dying
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	WGST 385 Queer Looks
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	

	WGST 410 Intro to LGBT Studies
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	A
	

	WGST 451 Economics of Women and the Family 
	3
	
	X
	X
	
	B
	

	WGST 481 Women in Politics
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	B
	

	ANTH 425 Global Sexualities
	3
	
	X
	X
	X
	A
	

	ANTH 325 Bodies & Culture
	3
	
	X
	
	X
	A
	


	Total credit hours:
	15


Minor Course Conversion Table:  Quarter Calendar and Semester Calendar Comparison

	Directions: The tables on this page will be used by the registrar’s office to aid student’s transitioning from the quarter calendar to the semester calendar. 

 If this minor existed in the quarter calendar and is being converted to the semester calendar please complete the following tables. 

 If this is a new minor that did not exist under the quarter calendar do not complete the following tables.

Use the following tables to show minor course comparison in quarter and semester calendar formats.  Use courses in the (2011-12) minor mask for this table. Display all required and elective minor courses.  If necessary clarify how course sequences in the quarter calendar convert to semesters by either bracketing or using some other notation.




	Name of Minor in Semester Calendar:
	Women’s and Gender Studies 

	Name of Minor in Quarter Calendar:
	Women’s and Gender Studies

	Name of Certifying Academic Unit:
	Women’s and Gender Studies Program


	QUARTER:  Current Minor Courses
	SEMESTER:  Converted Minor Courses
	

	Course #
	Course Title
	QCH
	Course  #
	Course Title
	SCH
	Comments

	0522-400
	Foundations in Women’s and Gender Studies
	4
	WGST 400
	Foundations in Women’s and Gender Studies 
	3
	

	0502-447
	Women, Work, Culture


	4
	WGST 235


	Women, Work , Culture


	3
	

	0522-483
	Psychology of Gender


	4
	WGST 237
	Psychology of Gender


	3
	

	0522-460
	Prostitution and Vice
	4
	WGST 245


	Prostitution and Vice
	3
	

	0522-449
	History of Women in Science and Engineering
	4
	WGST 246


	History of Women in Science and Engineering
	3
	

	0522-415
	Domestic Violence


	4
	WGST 250


	Domestic Violence


	3
	

	0522-407
	Seminar on Sexual Violence


	4
	WGST 255


	Seminar on Sexual Violence


	3
	

	0522-446
	Women and Crime


	4
	WGST 265


	Women and Crime


	3
	

	0522-406
	Feminist Theory


	4
	WGST 306
	Feminist Theory


	3
	

	0522-481
	Women’s Studies in Lang and Lit


	4
	WGST 314
	Topics in WGST


	3
	 name changed

	0522-450
	Gender, Science, and Technology


	4
	WGST 342
	Gender, Science, and Technology
	3
	

	0525-483
	Gender and Sexuality in Hispanic Studies


	4
	WGST-351
	Gender and Sexuality in Hispanic Studies


	3
	

	0522-460
	Queering Gender


	4
	WGST 361
	Queering Gender


	3
	

	0522-480
	Women, and the Visual Arts

	4
	WGST 375
	Women, Gender, Art


	3
	adjusted course name

	0522-460
	Traumatic Images
	4
	WGST 383
	Traumatic Images
	3
	

	0522-460
	Art of Dying


	4
	WGST 384 


	Art of Dying


	3
	

	0522-439
	Queer Looks


	4
	WGST 385
	Queer Looks


	3
	

	0522-410
	Intro to LGBT Studies


	4
	WGST 410 


	Intro to LGBT Studies


	3
	

	0522-483
	Economics of Women and the Family
	4
	WGST 451


	Economics of Women and the Family 


	3
	name changed

	0522-482
	Women in Politics


	4
	WGST 481


	Women in Politics


	3
	

	0522-451
	Global Sexualities


	4
	ANTH 425


	Global Sexualities


	3
	count towards minor, but will no longer be cross-listed with WGST

	0522-452
	Bodies & Culture


	4
	ANTH 325


	Bodies & Culture


	3
	count towards minor, but will no longer be cross-listed with WGST
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