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Environmental Science, MS degree, typical course sequence

• Expect to spend the summer between the first and 

second year on campus conducting research

• Thesis projects that include fieldwork often involve two 

summers of data collection, resulting in some 

additional time at RIT to finish a thesis
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Graduate thesis research

▪ RIT environmental science graduate students participate 

in a wide range of research projects such as:

Microplastics in the 

Great Lakes

Carbon Sequestration 

in Wetlands
Degradation of 

Blended Polymers

Nitrogen Removal in 

Created Wetlands
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Faculty mentors
▪ It is strongly encouraged that you reach out to potential faculty mentors to 

learn more about their research– we love to hear from students! 

▪ Additional faculty from the School of Life Sciences also mentor ES graduate 

students
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Admission Requirements
▪ Hold a BS degree in environmental science, biology, or related discipline

▪ Minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 (or equivalent) overall and in math/science courses

▪ International applicant whose native language is not English – minimum TOEFL score of 79

▪ Complete a graduate application

▪ Submit official transcripts (in English)

▪ Submit a personal statement – what are your career goals, research interests and research 

experiences? 

▪ Three letters of recommendation from academic or professional sources – people who 

know you as a scientist/researcher are ideal  

▪ GRE – Only required if undergraduate degree not from a US institution

▪ TOEFL, IELTS, or PTE – international applicant whose native language is not English 

Admission Process
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Financial support

▪ Students with competitive applications may be offered 

partial tuition scholarships

▪ Many graduate students gain teaching experience 

through paid graduate teaching assistantships

▪ Faculty mentor’s may have grant supported projects that 

they are looking for MS students to participate in – these 

may include stipends and tuition support 
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For more information:

https://www.rit.edu/study/environmental-science-ms

Questions?
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