CASE STUDY

Village of Clifton Springs Wastewater <iP2|

New York State
Pollution Prevention Institute

Treatment Plant Implements
Municipal Food Waste Composting

. . . Challenge
Village of Clifton Springs
The Village of Clifton Springs, located in Ontario County , New York, is home to about 2,200 * The Village of Clifton Springs wanted to
residents inhabiting 650 households. Clifton Springs is a tight-knit community, whose reduce the amount of food waste going
businesses and main amenities, including a hospital, supermarket, apartment complex, to landfill in their community through
composting

and municipal wastewater treatment plant, all fall within a mile and a half of each other.

+ NYSP2I developed an implementation
plan for incorporating food waste into the
sludge composting operation at the Clifton
Springs Wastewater Treatment Plant

Ariel photos of Clifton Springs Wastewater Treatment Plant - NYSP2I collaborated with Cornell Waste

£

Management Institute to support the
Clifton Springs Wastewater Treatment
Plant through a food waste composting
Approximately 63 million tons of food is wasted each year in the United States. Although trial

food waste comes from every step along the food chain, approximately 40% of this
wasted food is generated from consumer facing businesses like food retail and food
service companies. To help address this issue, the Village of Clifton Springs is aiming to
reduce the amount of food waste going to landfill in their community by composting the
food waste from local businesses at their wastewater treatment plant

Challenge

* The Clifton Springs Wastewater
Treatment Plant has begun diverting
approximately 2,000 Ibs. of food waste
from landfill each month from just three

The New York State Pollution Prevention Institute (NYSP2I) in collaboration with the local businesses

Cornell Waste Management Institute (CWMI) assisted the Village of Clifton Springs

Wastewater Treatment Plant with developing an implementation plan for incorporating

Solution

+ Clifton Springs has a clear plan forward
to expand their compost trial into a full
pilot program



food waste into their existing sludge composting operation. NYSP2| engaged relevant
stakeholders, identified and gained commitment from participating businesses, and

created an implementation plan for expanding the compost trial into a full compost “It was an absolute pleasure

pilot program. Additionally, NYSP2I supported the Village of Clifton Springs Wastewater working with the NYSP2I team.
Treatment Plant through a food waste composting trial, which included composting a Their resources,and networking were
portion of food waste on site, collecting and analyzing compost samples and outlining imperative to the success of our pilot
process changes to the existing composting operations. program. The study has provided

YIRS T a clear path of direction to further
' : expand our vision.”

Eric Merkley
Chief Operator Wastewater Deptartment
Village of Clifton Springs, New York
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Food scraps from compost trial participants, staged for composting

Village of Clifton Springs

Eric Merkley

Chief Operator Wastewater Department
50 Ladue Avenue

Clifton Springs, New York 14432
315-462-9678
villageofcliftonspringswwtp@hotmail.com

Clifton Springs Wastewater Treatment Plant staff turning compost pile R I T ‘
during composting trial

Results Clarkson

As aresult of the efforts by NYSP2I and CWMI, the Village of Clifton Springs Wastewater ComeﬂcfALs
Treatment Plant began collecting food waste from two restaurants and a flower shop, .

and is now diverting approximately 2,000 Ibs of food waste each month from these NEW YORK
three businesses. With a strong foundation now in place, the Village of Clifton Springs gqubﬂ%quw 4anuf§cturing '
Wastewater Treatment Plant will be able to use the implementation plan as guidance Extension Partnership

in expanding their composting operation. This expansion will allow them to be able to
collect and process food scraps from more local, and larger businesses like the grocery

store and hospital. If funded through a New York State Department of Environmental . . .
Conservation Grant, the Village of Clifton Springs Wastewater Treatment Plant plans to For more information please contact us:
begin expansion in the summer of 2019, 5854752512

www.rit.edu/affiliate/nysp2i/
nysp2i@rit.edu

111 Lomb Memorial Drive, Bldg 78
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