












































The transition from high school to RIT begins
when the seniors pile their suitcases and trunks,
their parents and themselves into their cars,
‘and head to Rochester. In times past every
loaded car seemed to converge at the corner of
Plymouth and Main at the same minute, tying
up traffic for blocks as parents and students
‘unpacked their illegally parked cars in the early
'September heat and rain.

3

This year plenty of parking was available and
the weather was decent. But after they had
moved in, after their parents drove away, the
new freshmen still faced all the problems their
predecessors had: strange environment and
food, and thousands of new faces to sort out.
They had one new experience, however, that
no group had encountered before. They were
the first to use the vast, Henrietta Campus.

S. A. Director A. Stephen Walls fielded hundreds of ques-
tions from new students, TOP LEFT. Opus staff members
manned desks and guided frosh throughout orientation
week, TOP. Lunch provided a welcome break during
OPUS activities, LEFT. Coffee and impromptu guitar
music filled the long afternoon as the day drew to a close
ABOVE.
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considering the number who are al-
ways complaining. It did give them
the chance to voice their criticisms
and problems to the top Administra-
tion personnel, and get a direct
answer. At the second meeting the
students were more radical, really
cornering Dr. Ellingson and Dr.
Campbell a number of times, but
often they were framed into asking
some of the questions.

TECHMILA: ROTC has now been
added to RIT. Do you have any feel-
ings about the ROTC program here?
EVANS: ROTC was brought to this
campus by a vote of the Student
Senate. On some campuses the stu-
dents are having riots to get rid of
their ROTC program, but the stu-
dents here decided to have it. There
are approximately forty people in
the ROTC program now, almost
double what they expected.
TECHMILA: Student court appears to
have died this year. What were its
problems?

EVANS: The biggest problem was my
own negligence. There was so much
happening that by the time | realized
it was in trouble, it was too late to
do anything about it. The members
let me down, and in several cases
became very emotional, especially
the women, and | think they lowered
everyone’s opinion of how well
mature students can judge their
peers. When you make a decision
and then go and cry about it in Dr.
Campbell’s office, | think that this
is an example of why the Admini-
stration thinks it has to make the
decisions.

CAMPBELL: It has gotten to the
point where one must go through
three or four different courts before
reaching the Student Court. For ex-
ample, there is MRHA’s court,
WRHA’s court and the College
Union’s court. Everybody has a court.
So when the Student Court does get
a case, it is a kickback from some
other organization.

EVANS: | think that things will get
straightened out eventually. Student
Court has two fine people on its
staff: Al Ritsko, a very mature and
capable person who always follows
through, and Jack, who is the new
Chairman. These two will restore the
Court, and probably improve it great-
ly. It failed this year, but | know it
won't fail next year.

TECHMILA: Do you plan to change
the basic organization of the court
system on campus?

EVANS: No, | don’t think there will
be any changes; courts are courts
no matter where they are. | would
like to see more cases sent to student
Court in the future. When someone
has a gripe—a legitimate complaint
—and the court can liberally inter-
pret the Student Bill of Rights, the
case should go to Student Court. |
just want to see more cases, because
the more cases you try, the more
involved you become and people
start to look up to the Court and
respect it. We could set some im-
portant precedents in several areas
if only we could get the cases.
TECHMILA: Recently you were
granted voting rights on the institute
Policy Committee. What does this
mean in terms of student involve-
ment and power?

EVANS: What does it mean for stu-
dent power? Well, it is a beginning
for the students here at the Insititute.
The ideal policy making organization
for a college or university is one in
which there is equal representation
of the administration, of the faculty,
and of the students. If there are to

be thirty people on the committee,
it should be split ten, ten and ten,
respectively. Right now, here, it is
approximately twenty-six to one. But
as | said, it is a start and | am very
sure that within the next five or six
years, the students will have much
more representation on the Policy
Committee. | think the students won
another important victory this year
when they finally initiated repre-
sentation on the Faculty Council;
this organization has the governing
power of the entire Institute faculty
like the Student Senate has with the
students at RIT. The Council makes
the important decisions concerning
tenure and curriculum. Being on the
Council gives students the oppor-
tunity to voice opinions about these
issues; before, the students did not
have a say in curriculum revision, for
example. The fact that we have rep-
resentation on the council is im-
portant in another way: we did it
peacefully, unlike Columbia and
Berkeley where it took riots to force
this change. My hope is that we stu-
dents can continue in this direction,
becoming more and more equal
with the faculty and administration
in deciding the future of RIT.
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