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Overall:
53 submissions:

– 31 from RIT, 16 from UR, 6 international teams (5 from China, 1 from India)
– 31 undergraduate teams and 22 graduate teams

Wide variety of tools and techniques:
– R, Python, Tableau,JMP, Excel
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Reflections from 
Judges
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Overall
The highest quality submissions in the competition history. 

Things are heating up in year four!

Deep Analysis, Beautiful Storytelling, Evident Professionalism

The competition was VERY VERY close!
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A teaching moment
How could these be even better?
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Lack of Clarity on Analysis Strategy/Story 
Telling/Business Logics
• Why you choose to analyze certain variables?
• What is the overall story? (students often have a data-centric 

rather than a business-centric focus)
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How is your variables related 
to outcomes of interests? 
(e.g., ADR, revenue)

Which of the two examples is 
better for client’s objective?

Example 1

Example 2
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Lack In-depth Analysis
For example, if you find out 
Brazil guests peak in certain 
months, you need to find out 
why then suggest a strategy 
to leverage the reason
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Suggestions are too generic or not grounded in 
analyses
Which of the two examples 
would you prefer as a 
client?

Example 1

Example 2
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Lack Clarity on Data Preparation
• How you handle missing 

values? Duplicates? Low-
quality data?

• How you calculate revenue?
• Do you combine datasets?

Leaving them in an appendix is 
sufficient, but you need to 
include those details
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Screenshots of the code or results without 
organizing the findings for the client

VS.
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Missing Opportunities: Moving Beyond 
Visual Analytics
Consider other analyses to further 
improve the quality of your 
suggestions:
• Cluster analysis
• Regression
• ANOVA
• Interaction analyses
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Other issues
• Missing executive summary
• Missing the recap summary after an analysis section
• Burying the summary too late in the PPT
• Not providing evidence to support the conclusions
• Leaving the interpretations to the readers
• Inconsistent design elements
• Counterintuitive designs



rit.edu/businessrit.edu/business

Winner 
Announcements
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First, a Special thanks to all Judges
– Ali Tosyali
– Jing Tang
– Vic Perotti
– Quang Neo Bui
– Matthew Vollmer
– Debanjana Dey
– Mark Palmer
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And Second, Good News:
Because we have such a large number of high quality submissions, 
we an additional award:TOP INTERNATIONAL TEAM: Gold Medal 
Analysis Team from BJTU in China, a $250 prize
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And finally



rit.edu/business

Second Runner UP: 
Team “Transfer to RIT”

$250 Prize
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Second Place: “B&Y”
$250 prize 
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First Place: “Business as Usual”
$500 prize
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Get READY         
for Round 
2!

https://www.rit.edu/b
usiness/business-
analytics-competition

https://www.rit.edu/business/business-analytics-competition
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