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ENTREPRENEURIAL AWARD

James G. Gould MS '85 (accounting)
Founder & President
Alesco Advisors

James G. Gould is the Founder and President of Alesco Advisors LLC, 

an independent investment advisory firm based in Pittsford, NY, which 

he established in 2000. With a career spanning over four decades, 

Jim brings extensive experience in finance, investment management, 

and client advisory services. Prior to founding Alesco, he served as 

President of Clover Capital Management and held leadership roles at 

IBM, Peat Marwick Mitchell, and Xerox Corporation.

Jim holds a Master of Science in Accounting from Rochester Institute of Technology and earned his BBA in 

Accounting, magna cum laude, from St. Bonaventure University. He is a Certified Public Accountant and a 

member of both the New York State Society of CPAs and the American Institute of CPAs.

Deeply committed to his community, Jim has served on numerous boards including ROC2025, the Greater 

Rochester Health Foundation, and the United Way of Rochester Investment Committee. He has also been 

a trustee at St. Bonaventure University and held leadership roles with Catholic Charities and the St. Ann’s 

Foundation.

Jim lives in Rochester, NY with his wife Ann, and is a proud father of four daughters and grandfather to eleven 

grandchildren.

ABOUT THE AWARD
The Herbert W. Vanden Brul Entrepreneurial Award, established in 1984, is given annually to an individual(s) who has successfully 
managed the development of a new “emerging” business within the Greater Rochester Community and is an inspiration for others.



2025 Herbert W. Vanden Brul  STUDENT ENTREPRENEURIAL AWARD

Joshua Michaels
'26 (marketing) Saunders College of Business 

Joshua Michaels is living proof that vision and hustle can turn bold ideas into real impact. He’s the founder of 

OnCall, a digital nursing agency addressing the national nursing shortage. On campus, he launched two student 

organizations: Black Artists & Records Society (BARS)—a creative hub for musicians and artists—and the 

Personal Finance Club, which promotes financial literacy for all students. Across every venture, Joshua is driven by one mission: to 

build community, inspire action, and leave a lasting mark.

Will Gamroth
'25 (computer science) Golisano College of Computing and Information Sciences

Will Gamroth is a Computer Science major at RIT with an emphasis in Applied Statistics, graduating in December 

2025. He currently holds a 3.74 GPA while balancing full-time software engineering internships and part-time work 

during the semester. Will co-founded Child Care Web Design, a niche company that builds websites and leads 

SEO strategy for early childhood education centers. In 2024, the company surpassed six figures in revenue and 

now supports over 37 clients across 52+ locations nationwide. Will is passionate about using software to solve real business problems 

and help businesses grow.

ABOUT THE AWARD
The Herbert W. Vanden Brul Student Entrepreneurial Award, established in 2019, is intended to recognize outstanding RIT undergraduate 

or graduate student(s) who have demonstrated the potential to become successful entrepreneurs.

Benjamin Hart
'25 (MBA) Saunders College of Business 

Benjamin Hart grew up in the 19th ward and attended Rochester City schools. During these formative years, he saw 

firsthand the complex problems that far too many members of the Rochester community face. After experiencing 

his own set of personal setbacks, he became increasingly interested in how his home was a protective factor 

and a privilege that nurtured his resilience. Home ownership and even fundamental housing stability is a privilege 

denied or restricted by historical and current injustices.

Working in the health and human service field opened Benjamin Hart’s eyes to the interconnectedness of housing to so many other 

social issues. His company, Hart Homes LLC is a manifestation of that ideal for a better way of providing housing and provides safe 

and affordable housing in the form of 9 residential rental units and will only continue to grow in impact. As a Saunders MBA student, 

Benjamin is very grateful to the entire entrepreneurial ecosystem at RIT and benefited in particular from the 2024 RIT Summer 

Accelerator program. He is a recipient of the RIT Center for Urban Entrepreneurship's People's Choice award in the 2024 ROC the 

Pitch cohort.



Previous

Vanden Brul Award Winners
2024
Marc Fiore
President 
Mindex   

2023
Dwight M. (Kip) Palmer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Palmer Food Services   

2022
Susan R. Holliday
President, Publisher, and Owner 
Rochester Business Journal

2021
Mark Davitt
CEO 
Conserve

2020
Sue Butler
Tracy Till
Co-Founders
Bulter/Till

2019
Michael Mandina
President 
Optimax

Richard Plympton
CEO 
Optimax

2018
John “Dutch” Summers 
CEO
Jasco/Graywood Companies

2017
Giovanni (John) LiDestri
CEO
LiDestri Food & Drink

2016
Thomas Bonadio
CEO & Managing Partner
The Bonadio Group

2015
John Smith
Chairman & CEO
Brite Computers

2014
Mike Nuccitelli
President & CEO
Parlec, Inc.

Ron Ricotta
President & CEO 
Century Mold Co., Inc.

2013
Robert Morgan
Founder & CEO
Morgan Management

2012
Ernest J. Del Monte
CEO
E.J. Del Monte Corporation

2011
Doug Brush
Chairman
Sentry Group

Jim Brush
CEO
Sentry Group

2010
William Pollock
Founder & President
Optimation Technology, Inc.

2009
Mary C. Van Bortel
Owner
Van Bortel Auto Group

2008
James E. Hammer
President & CEO
Hammer Packaging Corp.

2007
Richard A. Kaplan
President & CEO
Pictometry International Corp.

2006
Arunas A. Chesonis
Chairman & CEO
Paetec Corp.

2005
E. Philip Saunders
Chairman
Griffith Energy



2004
R. Wayne LeChase
CEO & General Partner
LeChase Construction Services, LLC

2003
Joseph M. Lobozzo II
Founder & CEO
JML Optical Industries, Inc. 

2002
Dennis Kessler
Vice President
Kessler Group, Inc. 

Larry Kessler
President
Kessler Group, Inc. 

2001
Richard Sands
Chairman, President & CEO
Constellation Brands, Inc.

2000
Christine B. Whitman
Chairman, President & CEO
CVC, Inc.

1999
Nelson Leenhouts
Norman Leenhouts
Founder, CEO & Chairman
Home Properties of New York, Inc.

1998
Dilip R. Vellodi
CEO
The Sutherland Group, Ltd.

1996
Jay M. Eastman
Senior Vice President 
PSC, Inc.

L. Michael Hone
Chairman of the Board & CEO
PSC, Inc.

1995
Valerie D. Mannix
President
Mercury Print Productions, Inc.

1994
Burton August
Charles August
Founders & Directors
Monro Muffler Brake, Inc.

1993
Richard T. Aab
Chairman of the Board & CEO
ACC Corp.

1992
Bal Dixit
Founder & President
Newtex Industries

1991
Robert B. Wegman
Chairman of the Board & CEO
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.

1990
Brigitte Gueldenpfennig
Vice President
Redcom Laboratories, Inc.

Klaus Gueldenpfennig
President
Redcom Laboratories, Inc

.1989
Louise Woerner
President & Owner
HCR

1987
B. Thomas Golisano
Chairman & CEO
Paychex, Inc.

1986
Max Farash
Chairman of the Board & CEO
The Farash Corporation

1985
Robert H. Hurlbut
President, Director & Founder
Vari-Care, Inc.

1984
Herman A. Affel, Jr.
Chairman of the Board & CEO
Computer Consoles, Inc.

Jeffrey Tai
Senior VP, Products Group
Computer Consoles, Inc.



Rochester Institute of Technology, founded 1829

rit.edu/business/vanden-brul

Following his military service and earning a juris doctor degree 
from St. John’s School of Law, Rochester native Herbert W. 
Vanden Brul returned to his hometown in 1951 to begin his new 
career practicing law.

An entrepreneurial visionary in Rochester, Mr. Vanden Brul co-
founded several business ventures in the region. One of his 
most successful, RF Communications, Inc., has since become a 
division of Harris Corporation. Another, the Culver Management 
Corporation, acquired nearly one million square feet of local 
industrial space to become the home of many small start-ups 
companies who have improved the local economic climate.

Until his death in 2003, Mr. Vanden Brul continued to pursue his business interests. He served 
on the boards of Ormec Systems, Inc. and the Genesee Valley Trust Company, Inc., and was 
active in the cultural and educational life of the Rochester community. Mr. Vanden Brul and his 
wife Joan, who passed away in 2007, had a long association with RIT and were active  members 
of the Nathaniel Rochester Society. Their two sons attended RIT.

Herbert W. Vanden Brul


