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RIT research efforts in Ghana help shape global
e-waste policies

An original study by GIS Director Nabil Nasr and GIS Technical Director
Michael Thurston is challenging a one-size-fits-all approach to e-waste
regulation by comparing how discarded consumer electronics move through
markets in the Global North and Global South. Read more

News

$650K to support
sustainability innovation
across NYS
GIS research faculty Nenad Nenadic is one
of seven awardees. His project with
semiconductors will develop advanced
machine learning tools for catching failures
in microchip subcomponents before they
happen. Learn more

RIT Research Minute:
Textile Recycling
Engineering manager Mark Walluk explains
how a new machine learning and computer
vision system rips up old clothes with new
precision and speed.
Watch

Up to $240K available for
pollution prevention
The New York State Pollution Prevention
Institute is now accepting applications for the
2026-27 Community Grants Program.
Learn more

Recent Events

NYSEDC Conference
February 10-11, 2026
Learn more

We were proud to be part of the NYSEDC
Conference—connecting with economic
development leaders statewide, learning from
regional initiatives, and building partnerships that
drive innovation and growth across New York.

2026 REMADE Circular Economy
Technology Summit & Conference
March 11-12, 2026
Learn more

At the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, DC, presenters shared
the latest research advancing the U.S. circular economy. GIS Director and
REMADE Institute CEO Nabil Nasr led with insights about accelerating the
circular economy. Ten RIT research faculty and staff presented or authored
cutting-edge research on EV battery health and efficiency; life cycle analysis to
reduce landfill flows; and machine learning for component identification.

FIRST Robotics competition
recycling event and tour
March 10-11, 2026
RIT welcomed dozens of high school robotics
teams from around the globe for the FIRST Finger
Lakes Regional, giving students a firsthand look at
advanced research in sustainable manufacturing
while celebrating collaboration, innovation, and
responsible tech reuse.

Upcoming Events

NYS Organics Summit
April 14-16, 2026
Over 200 professionals will gather in Syracuse, NY
to share solutions to help advance sustainable
organics management across NYS.
Learn more

NYSP2I Sustainable Innovation
Student Competition Exhibition &
Research Poster Showcase
April 20, 2026
Join us at RIT to hear from Binghamton U.,
Clarkson U., Cornell U., Rensselaer Polytechnic
Inst., and RIT students about how their research
helps solve real-world environmental challenges.
Learn more and register to attend

Imagine RIT
April 25, 2026
Be sure to stop by Sustainability Hall to pick up
your Destination: Sustainability passport—a fun
and interactive way to visit all of our exhibits!
Learn more

RIC-RIT World Remanufacturing
Conference
September 29-October 1, 2026
Whether you're new in remanufacturing or a
seasoned professional, join us in Charlotte, NC to
gain key insights and usable strategies across
sectors from auto to aerospace to AI and beyond.
Learn more - Registration opening soon!

2nd Annual NYSP2I Bridging the
Gap Green Chemistry Innovation +
Education Workshop
July 15, 2026
Industry professionals, K-12 educators, and higher
ed faculty and staff will come together for a full-day
event in Troy, NY, to explore practical applications
of green chemistry.
Learn more

In the News

We're proud to share that our director, Nabil
Nasr, has been named to the Rochester
Business Journal's 2025 Power List for
Environmental Leaders—recognizing
leaders who are driving meaningful progress
in sustainability, innovation, and regional
impact. Read more

New study makes alarming findings
about countries banning common
imports: '[It] can create unintended
consequences'
Read article

Academic Spotlights

Callie Babbitt (GIS faculty)
How to Reduce the Environmental Impact of Wearable Health-Care Devices

GIS Professor Callie Babbitt explains research recently published in Nature
Magazine on the life cycle assessment of wearable health devices for common
conditions like diabetes, heart disease, and high blood pressure. Keys to
sustainably scaling up this life-saving technology include real-use
considerations in materials; designing for durability, reuse, repair, and
recycling; and reducing environmental impacts of higher data volumes.

Student awardees recognized at 2026
RIT National and International Scholars
Breakfast
Three outstanding GIS graduate students were
recognized at the 2026 RIT National and
International Scholars Breakfast, which recognizes
Rochester Institute of Technology graduate
students who have received prestigious
scholarships and awards in the US and abroad. It
was inspiring to see their achievements recognized
among peers and mentors.
Pictured from left to right:
Towip Towip, Indonesian Government Fellowship
Professor Callie Babbitt
Cheyla Rodríguez Paulino, Fulbright Scholar
Sherralyn Sneezer, Quad Fellowship
Congratulations!
View post

Dr. Nabil Nasr talks circular economy on the Impact Podcast
with John Shegerian
From supply chain resilience to AI-enabled recycling, and from rubber to rare
earth metals, Dr. Nabil Nasr spoke recently with John Shegerian of ERI about
the REMADE Institute’s innovations and contributions to advancing the circular
economy. Watch the podcast

Tools and Resources

Ecovative Design’s Forager™
Mycelium Hide Life Cycle Analysis
NYSP2I evaluated Ecovative’s mycelium-based leather
alternative, a substitute for plastic foams and animal-
based textiles in soft goods and fashion.
Read case study

From Pasture to Plate: The Life
Cycle of Cheddar Cheese
A new educational video from NYSP2I follows cheese’s
journey from farm to fork and beyond. Learn how
intentionally sustainable choices can make a difference.
Watch video

Recent Publications

Circular Economy in the Textile Industry: A Review of Technology,
Practice, and Opportunity
Congratulations to the team for being featured on the journal home page
and gaining over 2,000 views in March 2026.
Kyle Parnell (GIS staff), Abigail Rolston (REMADE Institute), Brian Hilton (GIS
staff), Allen Luccitti (GIS staff)

Postprocessing of Autoencoder Reconstruction Error for Detection and
Diagnostics of Faults in Infrequently-driven Ground Vehicles
Matthew Moon (GIS staff), Ethan Kohrt (GIS staff), Michael Thurston (GIS
research faculty), Nenad Nenadic (GIS research faculty)

On Adaptive MPC Development and Application to a DC Fast Charger
(DCFC) Station with an Embedded Microgrid
Fhazhil Wamalwa (San Francisco State University), Tunmise Raji (GIS PhD
candidate), Reagan Wafula (SciencesPo), Courage Ekoh (GIS PhD
candidate) 

Characterizing Surface-damage Progression of Spur Gears with Vibration
and Oil Data
Mark Walluk (GIS Assistant Director, COE-ASM), John Tucker (Naval
Research Laboratory), Adrian Hood (DEVCOM Army Research Laboratory),
Patrick Horney (NAVAIR), Allen Jones (NAWCAD ASG Propulsion Systems
Evaluation Facility), Wiley Matthews (RIT student), Nenad Nenadic (GIS
research faculty)
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