
  

 

 

Congratulations Class of 2022! 

This is the fifth of several messages you will receive about Commencement 2022.  Look for 

these emails every Friday. Please submit any questions you have to graduation@rit.edu and 

we will include responses in future messages.  For the most up-to-date information, check 

the RIT website rit.edu/commencement, any time! 

mailto:graduation@rit.edu
https://www.rit.edu/commencement
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A Message about Health and Safety Guidelines for Commencement Weekend:  

All graduates and guests will need to provide proof of vaccination or a negative COVID test 

result (antigen or PCR) with 72 hours of the ceremony they will be attending. Masks are 

strongly encouraged for everyone. Once documentation is checked, individuals will receive 

an orange bracelet.  Individuals can show their bracelet throughout the weekend to indicate 

they are compliant with RIT’s health and safety guidelines.  

We are glad to be able to host in-person ceremonies throughout the weekend due to 

participants and guests following these guidelines.  

What does fully vaccinated mean? 

Fully Vaccinated: Individuals are considered fully vaccinated 1) two weeks after their 

second dose in a 2-dose series (such as the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines); or 2) two weeks 

after a single-dose vaccine (such as Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine) or 3) a COVID-

19 vaccine that has either been authorized for emergency use outside of the United States 

by the World Health Organization (WHO). 

What documentation is required?  

Acceptable documentation includes the following: 

 Vaccination card with a photo ID.  A photo or copy of the vaccination card is 

acceptable. 

 NYS Excelsior Pass 

 Vaccine Passport 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/covid-19-vaccines/advice
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/covid-19-vaccines/advice


 RIT SpiRIT Pass (recommended for current students who are graduating). 

Self-administered tests will not be accepted. No tests will be performed on campus. 

What’s the SpiRIT pass? 

The RIT SpiRIT pass is an easy and fast way for current students, faculty and staff to show 

they are compliant with RIT’s health and safety guidelines.  Visit https://spiritpass.rit.edu/ for 

information and instructions on how to access and use the pass.  

How is documentation going to be checked?   

 All graduates and guests must have their vaccination documentation or their 

negative COVID test result checked before entering commencement ceremony 

locations.   

 Starting Thursday, May 5, graduates can show their documentation at the check-in 

location near the Campus Life Center between the hours of 8:00AM and 5:00PM. 

Visit the Breezeway between Clark Gym & the Campus Life Center.  Graduates 

are strongly encouraged to show their documentation and get their orange 

bracelet early.  

  Grads can also get their orange bracelet at The Last Bash, Wednesday, May 4th, 

2022, 5:00 – 7:30 PM, Gene Polisseni Center. 

  There will also be check-in locations at the Gordon Field House and the Gene 

Polisseni Center throughout the weekend. 

  Acceptable documentation for vaccinations is listed above. 

https://spiritpass.rit.edu/
https://spiritpass.rit.edu/


  Acceptable documentation of a negative COVID test result includes:  

o Paper or electronic copy of the test results from an accredited 

lab/clinic/pharmacy/health care site.  Results must include:  

 The state where the test was performed 

 The person’s date of birth 

 The state’s PCR or antigen test  

 The results reporting the person is COVID negative or not 

detected  

 Test taken within 72 hours of event 

  After documentation is checked, individuals will receive an orange 

bracelet.  Individuals will be required to show the bracelet at the security 

checkpoints in order to be admitted to the commencement ceremony locations.   

  If you plan to attend more than one event during the weekend, please keep your 

orange bracelet so that you do not have to show your documentation again.  

  Plan your arrival on campus to account for heavy traffic, vaccination check (if not 

done ahead of time) and security checks. 

Please share this information with your guests. Having documentation ready will help 

checks to be done quickly.  Please direct any questions to graduation@rit.edu.  

Cap and Gown Update:  Pick up starts on Monday, April 18. Graduates will be able to pick 

up their cap and gown regalia at the Barnes & Noble @ RIT store between Monday, April 18 

- Saturday, May 7, 2022, during regular store hours. You do not need to place an order, just 
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go to the store. The instructions for ordering online are now available on 

www.rit.edu/commencement.   

Next update: April 22  
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: 

The contents of this email message and any attachments are intended solely for the 

addressee(s) and may contain confidential and/or privileged information and may be legally 

protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient of this message or the agent, or if 

this message has been addressed to you in error, please immediately alert the sender by reply 

email and then delete this message and any attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, 

you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, copying, or storage of this message or its 

attachments is strictly prohibited. 
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