PhD in Computing and Information Sciences

Generative Al Policy for Dissertation Proposal and Dissertation

Students must demonstrate original intellectual contribution in all work. While Generative Al may be used
as a tool, it cannot substitute for a student's own originality, critical thinking, and analysis. The Policy on
Generative Al Use applies to dissertation proposals and PhD dissertations within the GCCIS PhD Program,
including written documents and presentation slides.

Originality: Students bear full responsibility for ensuring the accuracy and originality of all content in
their work, including any text, figures, or other materials produced with assistance of Generative Al tools.

Disclosure: Students are required to include a "Generative Al Usage Disclosure" as the first section of the
Appendix. Students who have not used any Al tools, or whose use of Generative Al was limited to basic
editing functions, such as spell check or grammar correction applied to their own written work, should
include the following statement: “I did not use any Al tools for any tasks beyond basic writing edits.”

The disclosure addresses:

e Any significant use of Generative Al in developing content that is evaluated by the PhD program,
such as literature reviews, methodologies, and analyses, with explicit documentation and
explanation

e Any content directly generated by Generative Al that appears in the document, with a clear
description of its origin and purpose

e Any use of Generative Al in implementing research methods, such as generating research code,
interpreting statistical results, or conducting statistical analysis, with a thorough explanation of
their application

Note: Advisors and dissertation committees may impose more stringent rules on Generative Al use for
documents and presentations. Any such requirements must be communicated to students in writing prior
to the start of the relevant work.

Sample Disclosure Statements:

1. “I used Generative Al as a brainstorming aid to generate alternative phrasings of research
questions and to suggest possible keywords for literature search. No text produced by the tool was
copied verbatim into this document. All literature selection, interpretation, and writing were
completed by me, and all citations were identified and verified using the original sources.”

2. “l used an LLM to help summarize a set of peer-reviewed papers after I provided the papers’
abstracts (and, where permitted, selected excerpts). The summaries were used only to accelerate
notetaking and to identify themes for organizing the literature review. All literature review text in
this document was written by me, and every referenced claim was cross-checked against the
original papers.”

This policy takes effect in the Fall 2026 semester,



3. “lused an LLM to assist with software development tasks, including generating code snippets for
data preprocessing and model training utilities. All generated code was reviewed, modified, and
tested by me. I validated correctness by running unit tests, reproducing baseline results, and

inspecting outputs on held-out samples. Any errors or unexpected behaviors identified during
testing were corrected manually.”

This policy takes effect in the Fall 2026 semester,



