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Scholarship Application

Scholarship Criteria:
All applicants must meet the following qualifications:

· Be a full-time undergraduate African American, Latin American or Native American (AALANA) student in good academic and judicial standing.

· Have a 2.5 cumulative GPA at the end of Fall 2016 semester.

· Demonstrate the following qualities (high school experience can be used):
· Leadership
· Campus Citizenship
· Community Service

Completed Application Packet
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Application: Pick up an application in MCAS  located in the Student Alumni Union (Building 4), Room 2300, call (585) 475-4704 or email mcas@rit.edu .
· Resume
· Essay
· Two Letters of Recommendation

Application Deadline: Friday, February 10, 2017
· 4:30 p.m. – Hard Copy Submissions (MCAS, SAU 2300)
· 11:59 p.m. – Electronic Submissions (mcas@rit.edu)

Award Information
· Award recipients will be notified by Friday, March 17, 2017.

· The amount of the award will be applied to the recipient’s Institute account for support of his/her educational needs beginning Fall semester of the 2017-2018 academic year.

· All applicants awarded the scholarship will be expected to attend the Student Leadership Ceremony on Tuesday, April 18, 2016 at 6pm in the Campus Center, Bamboo Rooms. Scholarship recipients will receive their award at the ceremony.





If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact MCAS at (585) 475-4704 or mcas@rit.edu

Checklist

This checklist is provided to assist you in organizing your completed application materials before submitting your application packet to the Multicultural Center for Academic Success.

Steps:
1. Read the entire application packet in its entirety before completing the application.
2. Complete the application.
· You may hand write the personal data section of the application, however all essays must be type-written. No hand-written essays will be accepted.
· Be sure to sign and date your application packet where necessary
· Review all your information and check for errors.

3.   Submit your application. Remember, all application materials (common application and supplemental materials) are submitted directly to MCAS, and will be distributed to the selection committee. We highly recommend that you make a copy of your full application for your own records.

	A. The following items must be attached to this application in order for the application to qualify for review by the scholarship committee.

B. Circle “YES” or “NO” to be sure you have attached each item as required.

	
YES
	
NO
	
Application Form (page 4).

	
YES
	
NO
	
Two Recommendation Forms. From a faculty and/or staff member who can attest to your academic history, leadership, and/or community service involvement.

All letters of recommendation should be submitted with your application packet. It is the YOUR responsibility to follow up with your references to ensure they complete the recommendation prior to the deadline. Please note: Applicants CANNOT submit letters of recommendations from Frederick Douglass Scholarship committee members (see page 6 for list of committee members).

	
YES
	
NO
	
Essay. Answer each essay question on (page 5). Each answer should be between 600-1200 words. Please review the guidelines carefully when completing your essay.

	
YES
	
NO
	
Resume. Please submit a copy of your latest resume that highlights your leadership/ work experiences, skills, and community/volunteer involvement.



ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Frederick Douglass Scholarship (FDS)
Application Form 2017-2018


	
I,	(print full name) understand the application information will be used by the FDS Committee in determining my eligibility for the Frederick Douglass Scholarship. I also understand that the application information will be treated as confidential, and will not be disclosed to any person(s) other than the committee members without prior consent from the applicant.

Signature_		Date_ 	

	
Please type or print your answers. If the application is illegible, it will be returned.

	1.
	Last Name:
	First Name:

	2.
	Student UID:

	3.
	Local/Campus Mailing Address:

	4.
	Daytime Telephone/Cell Phone Number:
	Alternate Number:

	5.
	Email Address:

	6.
	Current Class Standing:
	Cumulative GPA:

	7.
	College:
	Major:

	8.
	Do you identify as an AALANA (African American, Latino American, or Native American) student? If not, please identify your race/ethnicity.

	9.
	Are you an international student?
	Did you receive financial aid for the 2016-2017
academic year?



Frederick Douglass Scholarship Essay Questions



Instructions: Please answer the following two questions. Each answer should be between 600-1200 words. The following guidelines will help you plan and organize your essay:

· Type your final draft in Times New Roman twelve (12) point font, double-spaced, single- sided, numbered pages with one-inch margins.

· Develop a thesis. After reading and taking notes on Frederick Douglass’ works and/or articles written about him and his works, decide on the main point you wish to convey in your essay to the scholarship committee.

· Develop an outline to keep your essay on track. For each main point, make sure that you are providing supportive statements.

· Proof your document. Expect to write several drafts of the essay. Your essay will be evaluated on the depth of thought, level of critical thinking, personal reflections, grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

· Reference all your sources. Make sure you provide citations and/or work cited page when incorporating words and ideas of Frederick Douglass or other scholars in your essay.


Question 1:

Based on your knowledge of his life and legacy, why would Frederick Douglass believe that you are uniquely deserving of a scholarship bearing his name. In addition to sharing your strengths, talents, and leadership qualities, please highlight any leadership activities or service projects that have made an impact in your local community and/or campus.



Question 2:

Frederick Douglass often spoke about ways to improve the political, educational, and economic status of African Americans. From your perspective, what are the major issues facing AALANA students at RIT and what strategies should be developed to improve the AALANA experience and what can you do to make a difference? Your essay should cite, and explain specific political, educational, and economic philosophies of Frederick Douglass as revealed in his books, essays, or speeches to support your argument.

Frederick Douglass Scholarship Committee Members



James Macchiano, Committee Chair
Multicultural Center for Academic Success


Mr. Jeff Cox
Office of International Student Services


Dr. Kijana Crawford
College of Liberal Arts


Peg Silvio 
Office of Financial Aid


Ms. Lynne Mazadoorian
Academic Support Center


Ms. Silvia Caraballo
Graduate Student


Ms. Megan Tornow, Silent Partner
Multicultural Center for Academic Success











Any questions or concerns regarding the Frederick Douglass Scholarship should be directed to Megan Tornow, Building 4, Room 2300, 
Phone; 475-3001, or metnsc@rit.edu .

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895)
[image: Frederick Douglass-The Great Abolitionist]Frederick Douglass was born in a slave cabin, in February, 1818, near the town of Easton, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Separated from his mother when only a few weeks old, he was raised by his grandparents. At about the age of six, his grandmother took him to the plantation of his master and left him there. Not being told by her that she was going to leave him, Douglass never recovered from the betrayal of the abandonment. When he was about eight he was sent to Baltimore to live as a houseboy with Hugh and Sophia Auld, relatives of his master. It was shortly after his arrival that his new mistress taught him the alphabet. When her husband forbade her to continue her instruction, because it was unlawful to teach slaves how to read, Frederick took it upon himself to learn. He made the neighborhood boys his teachers, by giving away his food in exchange for lessons in reading and writing. At about the age of twelve or thirteen Douglass purchased a copy of The Columbian Orator, a popular schoolbook of the time, which helped him to gain an understanding and appreciation of the power of the     spoken and the written word, as two of the most effective means by which to bring about permanent, positive change.
[image: Frederick Douglass]        Returning to the Eastern Shore, at approximately the age of fifteen, Douglass became a field hand, and experienced most of the horrifying conditions that plagued slaves during the 270 years of legalized slavery in America. But it was during this time that he had an encounter with the slave breaker Edward Covey. Their fight ended in a draw, but the victory was Douglass', as his challenge to the slave breaker restored his sense of self-worth. After an aborted escape attempt when he was about eighteen, he was sent back to Baltimore to live with the Auld family, and in early September, 1838, at the age of twenty, Douglass succeeded in escaping from slavery by impersonating a sailor.
[image: Frederick Douglass]        He went first to New Bedford, Massachusetts, where he and his new wife Anna Murray began to raise a family. Whenever he could he attended abolitionist meetings, and, in October, 1841, after attending an anti-slavery convention on Nantucket Island, Douglass became a lecturer for the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society and a colleague of William Lloyd Garrison. This work led him into public speaking and writing. He published his own newspaper, The North Star, participated in the first women's rights convention at Seneca Falls, in 1848, and wrote three autobiographies. He was internationally recognized as an uncompromising abolitionist, indefatigable worker for justice and equal opportunity, and an unyielding defender of women's rights. He became a trusted advisor to Abraham Lincoln, United States Marshal for the District of Columbia, Recorder of Deeds for Washington, D.C., and Minister-General to the Republic of Haiti. Frederick Douglass died late in the afternoon or early evening, of Tuesday, 20 February 1895, at his home in Anacostia, Washington, DC."
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