10-28-26 IBC Meeting Notes 
Attendees: Dawn Carter, Stefan Schultz, Sarah Klein, Wade Narrow, Emily Coon, Dawn Carter, Paul Craig, Crista Wadsworth, Swetha Godavarthi
Registration to review: Molecular mechanisms of neurotransmitter identity in mammalian neurons
PI: Swetha Godavarthi
Key Outcomes
The IBC review of Swetha’s mouse project is essentially complete, pending minor SOP updates. The project will use AAV9 to overexpress GABA or glutamate receptors in the mouse anterior tibialis to test if a transsynaptic bridge mechanism is conserved from Xenopus to mammals. All live animal work will be conducted at Rochester General Hospital (RGH), with only fixed tissues brought back to RIT. 
Decisions Made
· Animal Housing: All live animals will be housed and handled at the Fowler Laboratory at RGH under an inter-institutional agreement.
· Tissue Transport: Only fixed tissues (paraformaldehyde) will be brought to RIT for immunostaining or Western blotting; no live animals will enter campus.
· Biosafety Level: The project is treated as BSL-2; all tissue handling and disposal will follow BSL-2 protocols, including the use of gloves and biohazard bins.
· Animal Care Staffing: Swetha will hire three undergraduate student workers to rotate animal husbandry duties, including weekends and holidays.
· Training: Students will be trained on non-infected, wild-type mice before working with experimental animals.
· Disposal: Animal carcasses will be handled by RGH’s disposal system; fixed tissues brought to RIT will be disposed of via RIT’s biohazard waste stream.
Pending Confirmation
· RGH Emergency Contact: Swetha needs to identify a specific person or office at RGH that students can contact in an emergency.
· CITI Training: Swetha will verify if the CITI animal training module was acquired by RIT.
· RGH IBC/IACUC: Swetha must still complete registration with RGH’s IBC and IACUC, though RGH is open to using RIT-approved materials.
· RGH Space Inspection: Cindy will likely need to inspect the RGH space since RIT employees will be working there.
· Biohazard Costs: Emily will check with Allison Healy to provide an estimate for biohazard waste charge-backs.
Risks & Blockers
· Timeline: Swetha has an review pending with NIH with an extended deadline of October 30th, making IBC approval urgent.
· Staffing: Undergraduates may have limited availability during holidays; the three-student rotation is intended to mitigate this
· Safety: Mice can bite through standard gloves; Swetha will emphasize confident handling and may use a scruffing tool for difficult animals.
· Compliance: RIT HR has limited experience with animal-related injuries; double safety training and incident reporting may be required for RGH work.
Action Items
· Swetha: Update the SOP to include the RGH housing location, a placeholder for the RGH emergency contact, and a statement that immunostaining/tissue work is BSL-2. Done
· Swetha: Share the updated proposal with Stefan and Cindy today.
· Swetha: Verify if RIT has the CITI animal training module.
· Emily: Advertise the student worker positions to her zoo class students once the notice of award is received.
· Emily: Track down biohazard disposal costs and provide an estimate to Swetha.
· Stefan: Meet with Cindy to address any remaining concerns.
· Swetha/Cindy: Coordinate an inspection of the RGH space for employee safety and waste protocols.
· Cindy: Share the employee accident reporting/treatment flow chart with Swetha to review with her student employees. 

