IBC Meeting notes 9/16/26
Present: Crista Wadsworth, Paul Craig, Sarah Klein, Emily Coon, Cindy White, Phil VanChieri, Dawn Carter, Stefan Schulze, Kim Corbett, Jennifer Harman, Julie Thomas
Protocol review: Julie Thomas
The team reviewed Julie's SOP and project registration, focusing on safety protocols for chemical fixatives and contamination control. The registration was largely approved pending a few minor updates to the SOP regarding fume hood usage and phone handling 1.
Safety & Protocol Decisions
· Chemical Handling: Julie will use a fume hood in connecting labs for the initial opening and aliquoting of glutaraldehyde to mitigate toxic fumes
· Fixative Transition: The lab is switching from glutaraldehyde to paraformaldehyde (PFA) for immunogold labeling to improve thin sectioning and reduce off-gassing
· Contamination Control: To prevent environmental and device contamination, students will use Ziploc bags to hold phones when taking photographs of plates
· Biosafety Cabinet (BSC): While a BSC is available in room 1191, it is not feasible for conducting infections
Technical Notes
· Strain Characteristics: The molecular biology strains used (TT6675 and TT9079) are auxotrophs requiring leucine and contain multiple mutations from transposon mutagenesis, making them less risky than clinical BSL-2 strains
· Fixative Sourcing: PFA is purchased in aqueous form from Electron Microscopy Services (EMS) to ensure purity and freshness 
Action Items
· Julie: Update the SOP to include the use of Ziploc bags for phones
· Julie: Submit the finalized registration and SOP documents to Cindy
Next Steps
· Upcoming Review: The next meeting will involve a more extensive project registration for a new faculty member involving mice, frogs, and snails 

