IBC Meeting notes 9/30/26 and 10/2/26
Present: Paul Craig, Sarah Klein, Emily Coon, Cindy White, Phil VanChieri, Dawn Carter, Stefan Schulze, Wade Narrow, Karin Wuertz-Kozak, Swetha Godvartha
Protocol review: Swetha Godvartha
Project Title: Molecular Mechanisms for regulating neurotransmitter identity
The review was started on 9/30 but was unable to be concluded due to the lack of an external member. The committee was able to reconvene on October 2nd  where the committee officially approved the new lab's project description and SOP.
Registration:
Question C.2. – Should be changed to Not Applicable. 
Section F.1. List of select agents
· The review confirmed that only TTX is classified as a select agent and that the project does not produce genetically modified animals because transformations occur at the fertilized egg stage.
· Only tetrodotoxin is a select agent. It was requested that all of the others be kept in the list as they are toxic but a notation should be added to clearly indicate that they are not select agents.

Decisions Made
· Select Agent Listing: Toxins that are not select agents will remain on the list for completeness and clarity in the project description and SOP.
· Animal Classification: The use of genetic constructs in Xenopus fertilized eggs is not officially classified as producing genetically modified animals.
· Disposal Protocol: All transformed organisms will be disposed of before reaching adulthood or reproductive age.
Compliance & Approvals
· IACUC: A proposal is currently pending with the IACUC.
· New York State: A state inspection conducted by the vet last week approved the IACUC protocol and the frogs currently in the hall.
· Risk Management: Information regarding these approvals will be shared with Dave Armanini for the insurance review.
Feedback & Requirements
· SOP Formatting: Paul requested that authors highlight or bold specific changes made to standard template documents to avoid reviewers having to re-read unchanged boilerplate text.
· Template Instructions: The team noted that while the template instructions suggest highlighting changes, this requirement should be more clearly emphasized to submitters.
Action Items
· Cindy: Double-check that instructions to highlight changes are clearly present in the SOP template.
· Provide the consolidated approval and agency records to Dave Armanini for risk management.




