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Category Changes to Policy 
Procurement Requirements for sole-source procurements will be more 

stringent.  Price or quotations must be obtained from an 
adequate number of qualified sources, unless one of the 
following criteria is met (must be documented): 

• Supplier is the only provider of the goods or services 
because they are unique  

• Public emergency 
• Authorized by the agency 
• There is no competition  

Sub-awards Sub-awardees can recover a de-minimis F&A rate of 10% if the 
organization does not have a federally-negotiated F&A rate.  

Publication and 
Printing Costs 

Allowable after the award end date, if charged before award 
close-out (generally within 90 days). 

Equipment Equipment purchases will require a statement of “intended use” 
and that information must be maintained in the property records. 

Computing devices Computing devices are allowable as a supply cost, if essential and 
allocable, but not solely dedicated, to the performance of a 
Federal award. 

Project Closeout Increased emphasis on obtaining signed Final Grant Statements 
from PI within 90 days of award end date. 

Administrative Costs Administrative and/or clerical salaries may be charged directly to 
a Federal award, if all the following criteria are met:  

• Administrative or clerical services are integral to a project 
or activity; 

• Individuals involved can be specifically identified with the 
project or activity; 

• Such costs are explicitly included in the budget or have 
the prior written approval of the Federal awarding 
agency; and, 

• The costs are not also recovered as indirect costs. 

Fixed Price Surplus Will need to certify to the sponsoring agency that the level of 
effort expended did not deviate from the proposed level of effort 
by more than 25% and that the work was completed. 
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Category Changes to Policy 
Short-term Visa Costs Costs for short-term travel visas are allowable on Federal awards 

if all the following criteria are met: 
• Critical and necessary for the conduct of the project; 
• Allowable under the applicable cost principles; 
• Consistent with the non-Federal entity’s cost accounting 

practices and policies; and, 
• Meet the definition of “direct cost” as described in the 

applicable cost principles. 

Conflict of Interest Federal awarding agencies must establish conflict of interest 
policies. PIs will be required to disclose, in writing, any potential 
conflicts of interest related to the award, including but not 
limited to, how the funds are expended (i.e. selection of vendors, 
sub-recipients, etc.). 
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