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(57) ABSTRACT

A wireless server-to-server datacenter network architecture
uses wireless links to eliminate the need for power-hungry
switching fabric of traditional fat-tree based datacenter
networks. The server-to-server wireless datacenter network
(S25-WiDCN) requires Line-of-Sight (LLoS) between serv-
ers to establish direct communication links. Utilizing this
LoS links, a horizontal-first routing algorithm is developed
which, will establish fast communication links between any
pair of communicating servers in the data center. The
wireless links can be realized in millimeter-wave (such as
30, 60, 120 GHz) or THz (such as 300 GHz) frequency
bands. The use of antenna-arrays to create beam-steering
towards communicating servers is necessary to establish the
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direct server-to-server links. In the presence of an obstruc-
tion such as an IT technician, the LoS between communi-
cating servers may be blocked. To address this issue, an
obstruction-aware adaptive routing algorithm for the S2S-
WiDCN is proposed. Alternatively, the wireless links can be
realized with FSO. The performance of such a wireless data
center is better than that of conventional tree-based wired
data centers while its power consumption is significantly
lower than that of the conventional data center network.
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Default Routing Mechanism: Horizontal-First Routing

i:

O L L

o

9:
0
i1
12:
13:

if source and destination servers are in same rack
communication ix done in 1 hop in vertical plane
else if source and destination servers are in same vertical plane but
different rack
conmpunication iy done in 1 hop in vertical plane
else if servers ave in different row but same colimy and same
height
commnarication is downe in [ hop in horizontal line
else if servers are in different row and different column
select the server in destination plane at same
height and same colummp as of source server as
the imtermediate node then
route the flow in 2 hop using Horizontal First routing
end if
end if
end if
end if

FIG. 4
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Adaptive Routing: Obstruction-Avoidance Routing

1 Obstruction detected i the Hovizontal linee false
2: Defardt Horizontal-First Routing
3. else
4. if servers ave m different row and same coltmn
s choose a random server in source plone 1 a different rack
as 1Y intermediate node then
6: select the corresponding server in destination plane (same
height and same column as of 1Y intermediate node) as the
23 intermediate node then
7: if Obstruction detected in the Horizontal line < true
8 go to: 5
9: else
10 route the flow m 3 hop using Vertical-First routing
11 emd if
12: endif
13 if servers are in different row and different colunmm
14: choose the server in the sowrce plane situated n the same

15

<y

16

T
I

18:

18:

25 endif
21 end if

height and same column of the destination server as

intermediate node then

if Obstruction detected in the Horizontal line< true
go to: 14

else

route the tlow m 2 hop using Vertical-First Routing

end if

FIG. 6
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DIRECT SERVER-TO-SERVER WIRELESS
DATA CENTER NETWORK AND METHOD
THEREOF

CROSS REFERENCE

This application claims the benefit of the filing date of
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 62/659,267,
filed Apr. 18, 2018, which is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence in its entirety.

This invention was made with government support under
grant number CNS-1553264 awarded by United States
National Science Foundation. The government has certain
rights in this invention.

FIELD

The present invention relates to direct server-to-server
wireless data center network, and particularly direct server-
to-server millimeter-wave wireless data center network with
obstruction-aware routing and method thereof.

BACKGROUND

Traditionally the servers in a datacenter network (DCN)
are connected with cables/wires following tree-like hierar-
chical structure by using switches and routers. The power
consumption of the switches and routers in DCN is very
high. The power consumption of these switches is not
scalable with activity, meaning that power consumption
does not reduce much if the load is very low.

Alternate solutions using server-centric DCN architec-
tures have been proposed such as BCube and DCell using a
recursive topology. Although this architecture can reduce the
power consumption, the amount of the reduction is not that
significant. Solutions have been proposed previously to
utilize 60 GHz wireless links to handle the communication
between the top-of-rack switches in DCN. But in this
architecture, the power consumption is still high due to the
existence of the power-hungry top-of-the-rack switches.
One notable solution like the Microsoft Cayley Data center
used direct sever to server link but the arrangement of the
servers are in a cylindrical bin to enable line of sight (LoS)
between the servers on the backside. Another design has
proposed a polygonal layout to enable the LoS between the
backsides of the servers. This makes the adoption of the
architecture difficult as traditionally servers in a datacenter
are arranged in a rectangular arrangement. Moreover, none
of these solutions proposed an obstruction-avoidance rout-
ing.

SUMMARY

In accordance with an aspect of the current disclosure, a
server-to-server wireless datacenter network, includes a plu-
rality of adjacent rows of server racks with aisles running
between the plurality of adjacent rows, each one of the
adjacent rows including a plurality of adjacent server racks
having each server disposed in a vertical plane, each server
rack including a vertical stack of a plurality of servers,
wherein each server is horizontally aligned with a corre-
sponding server in an adjacent row, in a three-dimensional
space; and wireless links established along horizontal lines
and vertical planes of the plurality of servers, the wireless
links including a directional transmitter and directional
receiver attached on a top of each of the plurality of servers
enabling communication in the horizontal direction and a
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2

directional transmitter and directional receiver attached on a
side of each of the plurality of servers enabling communi-
cation between servers disposed in the vertical plane;
wherein the communication between any pair of servers can
be established in the three-dimensional space.

In accordance with another aspect of the current disclo-
sure, a method for data routing in a datacenter network,
includes establishing wireless links along horizontal lines
through a directional transmitter and directional receiver
attached on a top of each of a plurality of servers in a
plurality of server racks, by orienting the directional receiver
towards the directional transmitter by exchange of control
messages; and establishing wireless links along vertical
planes through a directional transmitter and directional
receiver attached on a side of each of the plurality of servers
in the plurality of server racks, by orienting the directional
receiver towards the directional transmitter by exchange of
control messages; wherein communication between any pair
of servers can be established.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic of a horizontal line communication
server-to-server wireless datacenter network in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic of a server having two antenna
arrays/transmitters and receivers in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3A is a schematic of vertical plane communication
between servers arranged in a 3D Cartesian coordinate
system in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3B is a schematic of vertical plane communication
between servers arranged in a 3D Cartesian coordinate
system in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3C is a schematic of horizontal line communication
between servers arranged in a 3D Cartesian coordinate
system in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3D is a schematic of a 2-hop communication link
between servers arranged in a 3D Cartesian coordinate
system in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a pseudocode for horizontal-first routing in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a schematic of obstruction-avoidance routing in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention;
and

FIG. 6 is a pseudocode for obstruction-avoidance routing
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In Server-to-Server Wireless Datacenter Network (S2S-
WIiDCN) architecture, millimeter-wave (mm-wave or
mmWave) wireless links, such as 60 GHz links, can be used
between the individual servers. Through direct server-to-
server wireless links using directional antenna arrays, power
hungry switching fabric of traditional DCNs are eliminated,
resulting in significant power savings in data transfer. The
antenna arrays should be capable of performing electronic
beam steering. The communication between servers in the
wireless DCN is achieved along horizontal lines and vertical
planes as shown in FIG. 1.

In the S2S-WiDCN, the datacenter racks are laid out in a
traditional rectangular pattern adjacent to one another with
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aisles running between rectangular rows of racks. In order to
avoid obstruction to wireless communication links, wireless
links are established along the horizontal lines and vertical
planes to communicate between any two servers in the
three-dimensional space. To achieve this, in an embodiment
each server is equipped with two high gain antenna arrays.
One antenna-array is attached to the top of the server to
enable the communication in the horizontal direction, and
another one at the side, preferably the back side, of the
server projecting out from the rack to enable communication
in the vertical plane, as shown in FIG. 2. To avoid interfer-
ence and obstructions from the rack frames, communication
in the horizontal plane is in a single line between horizon-
tally-aligned servers. In an embodiment, optical wireless
links are established along the horizontal lines and vertical
planes by use of appropriately placed transmitters and
receivers. In accordance with embodiments of the present
disclosure, a top of the server refers to any portion of the
server where wireless links can be located that establish
horizontal line connection between horizontally disposed
servers in adjacent rows and a side or back of the server
refers to any portion of the server where wireless links can
be located that establish connection between servers dis-
posed in a vertical plane.

Using the beam-steering capability of the antenna array,
LoS links between communicating servers can be estab-
lished with the help of a control interface. Each server is
assigned a unique ID according to its geometric location to
help determine the beam-steering angles that are precom-
puted depending on the location.

All the metallic surfaces and walls of the datacenter are
preferably coated with anti-reflecting material cover to mini-
mize the multipath propagation of the signal. Such anti-
reflection materials with low reflection coefficients are easily
available, and only add an additional layer to the building
infrastructure without a significant change in the building
design.

Server-to-server communication in the datacenter can be
broadly classified into two types, i.e., inter-rack and intra-
rack communications based on the location of the source and
destination. All the intra-rack communications are com-
pleted in one hop in the vertical plane, whereas inter-rack
communication depends on the relative position of the
source and destination. An adaptive routing protocol for the
S2S-WiDCN, is capable of routing traffic flows even in the
presence of obstruction of the L.oS between two servers due
to reasons such as presence of human beings along the
datacenter aisles. First, the default routing mechanism fol-
lowed by the proposed method to make the default routing
adaptive for robustness against obstruction of LoS.

Default Horizontal-First Routing: For the default routing
mechanism, a Horizontal-First routing is described in this
subsection. The server arrangement plays an important role
in the design of this routing protocol. For the purpose of the
Horizontal-First routing algorithm the servers are consid-
ered to be arranged in a 3D Cartesian coordinate system with
each server having a unique 3D coordinate as shown in FIG.
3. Server-to-server communication in a datacenter can be
broadly classified into two types, i.e., inter-rack and intra-
rack communication based on the location of the source and
destination servers. All the intra-rack communications are
completed in one hop in the vertical plane as shown in FIG.
3 A whereas inter-rack communication depends on the rela-
tive position of the source and destination servers. There are
three possible scenarios for inter-rack communication:

Both the source and destination servers are located in the
same vertical plane (the same row or the same Y coordinate)
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4

as shown in FIG. 3B. In this case a direct single hop link will
be established between the source and destination for data
transfer. In an embodiment, intra-rack communication
between servers can be wired.

Both the source and destination servers are in the same
column with same height above the ground (the same X and
the same Z coordinates but different Y coordinates). In this
case a single hop direct link along a horizontal line will be
established between the source and destination for commu-
nication as shown in FIG. 3C.

The source and destination servers are in different row and
column (different X and Y coordinates, may or may not have
the same Z coordinate). In this case a 2-hop link will be
established for communication using an intermediate server
as shown in FIG. 3D. The intermediate server is the one that
is in the same column and height from the source server, but
in the row of the final destination (the same X and Z
coordinates as that of the source and the same Y coordinate
as the destination). As the data travels along the horizontal
line first, a preferred routing protocol is referred to as
Horizontal-First routing. In the proposed topology, every
server is capable of working as a potential intermediate
node. A pseudocode for the Horizontal-First routing is
shown in FIG. 4.

Control information in the form of a control packet with
instructions for intermediate and destination servers to steer
their antennas in the correct directions is sent over a separate
IEEE 802.11 2.4/5 GHz ISM band. Each server is equipped
with an IEEE 802.11 2.4/5 GHz transceiver. As the radiation
pattern has main lobes in both forward and backward
directions, steering is not required for the horizontal linear
communication a shown in FIG. 2. For communications in
the vertical planes, the server, which is ready to send data,
first sends a control packet to the receiving server while
simultaneously steering its antenna array towards the
receiver. Upon receipt of this control message, wireless
module at the receiver chooses the antenna array in the
correct sector out of the set of 6 and steers that array towards
the sending server by activating the correct phase differences
(paths connecting the elements). The IEEE 802.11 2.4/5
GHz ISM band is also used for sending the acknowledg-
ments to enable the Carrier-sense multiple access (CSMA)-
based MAC for the 60 GHz links using the IEEE802.11ad
protocols. In order to provide access to the Internet with
necessary bandwidth, gateway functionalities can be hosted
at multiple server locations within the rectangular arrange-
ment in the wireless DCN. These gateways will therefore be
connected directly or indirectly, to all the servers and will
preferably run firewall and security functionalities as per the
requirement of the datacenter.

Obstruction-Avoidance Routing: In some scenarios, the
LoS necessary for the Horizontal-First routing can be
obstructed. For example, when a human technician or any
other obstacle is in front of an aisle it can potentially obstruct
the horizontal server-to-server LoS communication between
all servers in the aligned racks. This will not only affect
servers of the rows directly adjacent to the human obstruc-
tion but also servers in racks of all rows that use those
horizontal paths for inter-row communication as shown in
FIG. 5. An Obstruction-Avoidance adaptive routing mecha-
nism addresses this failure model and successfully routes
traffic flows in presence of such obstructions between spe-
cific racks. In the adaptive routing, all servers start sending
packets following the default Horizontal-First routing strat-
egy outlined earlier. The CSMA acknowledgment mecha-
nism is utilized to detect a failed transmission after several
trials according to the IEEE 802.11ad MAC.
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In this adaptive routing strategy, after detecting a failed
transmission the sender determines the route of the next
transmission attempt. If the destination server is in another
rack in the same row, the sender retransmits the flow using
the default Horizontal-First routing algorithm. This is
because the failed transmission did not happen because of
the horizontal LoS obstruction from the technician as that
LoS link was not used in the first transmission attempt. The
transmission happens over the back vertical plane, which is
not obstructed by the failure model under consideration. If
the destination is in another row, instead of adopting the
Horizontal-First approach, a Vertical-First routing approach
is adopted where, a server in the same row but a different
rack is chosen at random and the path is established to that
server using the back vertical plane. A pseudocode for the
Horizontal-First routing is shown in FIG. 6. Control packets
are sent over the IEEE802.11 2.4/5 GHz ISM control plane
to establish the links using beam-steering. From that other
server, again the default Horizontal-First routing is adopted
to reach the final destination. If the randomly chosen inter-
mediate server for Obstruction-Avoidance routing is also
obstructed by another technician, the Obstruction-Avoid-
ance routing approach can be repeated again till the Hori-
zontal-First routing is successful to transfer packets to the
destination row. In this way, this adaptive routing mecha-
nism can be extended to an obstruction model with multiple
technicians obstructing multiple racks in the datacenter. The
performance of the S2S-WiDCN in presence of such an
obstruction will be degraded for the obstructed flows.

The separation between the horizontal communicating
lines and the rows coupled with the directional radiation
pattern of the antennas ensures that the horizontal lines and
vertical planes of wireless communication are spatially
isolated meaning that communications in one plane do not
interfere with those in the next.

In one possible embodiment of this data center network
architecture the wireless links will be in the 60 GHz milli-
meter-wave (mmWave) band. Other embodiments can have
other frequencies of the wireless links, such as 30 GHz, 120
GHz or other mmWave, THz or even Free-Space Optical
(FSO) links.

A major use of this invention is in design of wireless
datacenter networks. Such a design reduces the power
consumption of data center networks by up to 87%. Data
centers are the backbone of the digital world. Social media,
scientific research and e-commerce transactions use data
centers. The global carbon footprint of data centers is around
2-3% and can be reduced significantly by using this novel
wireless data center.

EXAMPLE 1

As an example of various wireless link technologies 60
GHz wireless transceivers and antenna arrays can be used.
These arrays can electronically steer their beams within
microseconds. Therefore, the link set up latency is fast and
does not significantly affect performance of tasks.
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Although various embodiments have been depicted and

described in detail herein, it will be apparent to those skilled
in the relevant art that various modifications, additions,
substitutions, and the like can be made without departing
from the spirit of the disclosure and these are therefore
considered to be within the scope of the disclosure as defined
in the claims which follow.

What is claimed:

1. A server-to-server wireless datacenter network, com-

prising:

a plurality of adjacent rows of server racks in a rectan-
gular pattern with aisles running between the plurality
of adjacent rows, each server rack comprising a vertical
stack of a plurality of servers, each one of the adjacent
rows comprising a plurality of adjacent server racks
having each server therein disposed in a vertical plane
of the row, wherein each server is horizontally aligned
with a corresponding server in an adjacent row, in a
three-dimensional space; and

wireless links established along horizontal lines and ver-
tical planes of the plurality of servers, the wireless links
comprising a beam-steering directional transmitter and
beam-steering directional receiver attached on a top of
each server of the plurality of servers configured to
provide direct server-to-server wireless gigabit speed
communication in the horizontal direction and a beam-
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steering directional transmitter and beam-steering
directional receiver attached on a side of each server in
the vertical plane of the row of the plurality of servers
configured to provide direct server-to-server wireless
gigabit speed communication between servers disposed
in the vertical plane of the row; wherein direct server-
to-server wireless gigabit speed communication
between any pair of servers can be provided in the
three-dimensional space.

2. The network of claim 1, further comprising line of sight
obstruction-avoidance routing to obstructions between the
aisles.

3. The network of claim 1, further comprising horizontal-
first routing hosted in the plurality of servers.

4. The network of claim 1, further comprising wired
communication between each server within a rack.

5. The network of claim 1, wherein the wireless link
comprises an antenna-array.

6. The network of claim 5, wherein the antenna-array
comprises a millimeter-wave band.

7. The network of claim 1, wherein the wireless link
comprises an optical transmitter and receiver.

8. The network of claim 1, wherein the directional
receiver is capable of orienting towards the directional
transmitter by exchange of control messages.

9. The network of claim 1, wherein the wireless link can
transmit and receive communication between a pair of
servers in non-adjacent rows.

10. The network of claim 1, further comprising initially
assigning each server of the plurality of servers a geometric
coordinate position represented by a unique ID=(X,Y,Z),
where X represents the number of the rack, Y represents the
number of the aisle and Z represents a height of the server
on the rack prior to establishing the direct server-to-server
wireless links.

11. A method for data routing in a datacenter network,
comprising:

establishing direct server-to-server wireless links along

horizontal lines through a beam-steering directional
transmitter and beam-steering directional receiver
attached on a top of each server of a plurality of servers
in adjacent rows of a plurality of server racks in a
rectangular pattern with aisles running between the
plurality of adjacent rows, wherein each server is
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horizontally aligned with a corresponding server in an
adjacent row, by orienting the top-attached beam-steer-
ing directional receiver towards the top-attached beam-
steering directional transmitter by exchange of control
messages; and

establishing direct server-to-server wireless links within a

row of the adjacent rows along a vertical plane of the
row through a beam-steering directional transmitter
and beam-steering directional receiver attached on a
side of each server of the plurality of servers in the
plurality of server racks, by orienting the side-attached
beam-steering directional receiver towards the side-
attached beam-steering directional transmitter by
exchange of control messages; wherein direct server-
to-server wireless gigabit speed communication
between any pair of servers can be provided.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein data between
communicating servers is first sent to a horizontally aligned
server using the directional transmitter and directional
receiver on the top of the server and then sent vertically to
a final destination server using the directional transmitter
and directional receiver on the side of the server according
to horizontal-first routing.

13. The method of claim 11, further comprising avoiding
line of sight obstructions in the path of data by:

first traveling within a row of the source away from the

obstruction and then routing to a horizontally aligned

server in the row of the destination server; and
finally routing from the horizontally aligned server the data
to the final destination server along the vertical plane of the
destination row.

14. The method of claim 11, further comprising wiring
communication between each server within a server rack.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the wireless link
comprises an antenna-array.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the antenna-array
comprises a millimeter-wave band.

17. The method of claim 11, wherein the wireless link
comprises an optical transmitter and receiver.

18. The method of claim 11, wherein the wireless link can
transmit and receive communication between a pair of
servers in non-adjacent rows.
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