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NEAR ZERO VOLT STORAGE TOLERANT
ELECTROCHEMICAL CELLS THROUGH
REVERSIBLE ION MANAGEMENT

CROSS REFERENCE

This application claims the benefit of the filing date of
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 62/318,930,
filed Apr. 6, 2016, which is hereby incorporated by reference
in its entirety.

This disclosure was made with government support under
grant number FA9453-14-1-0239 awarded by AFRL. The
government has certain rights in this disclosure.

FIELD

This disclosure relates to near zero volt storage tolerant
electrochemical cells, and in particular to rechargeable near
zero volt storage tolerant electrochemical cells.

BACKGROUND

Lithium ion batteries are being used for mobile grid
deployments in cases of natural events (emergencies) and
there could be cases where driving long distances in a near
zero volt condition would significantly reduce the risk of
serious event during an accident.

In addition to safe transport and storage of lithium ion
batteries, several other potential benefits exist for cells that
can be discharged to and stored at a near zero volt state of
charge. For one, a cell would be, by extension, more tolerant
to over-discharge during operation that can occur due to
mismanagement of a battery system. Individual cells or
batteries could also be stored for long periods without
regular checking of the open circuit voltage or having to
apply trickle charging. This is especially useful for batteries
that are difficult to access such as those in implanted medical
devices or those used in satellites.

In the case of emergency, it would be useful to have
lithium ion cells that could be completely discharged to a
near zero volt state of charge with only a resistor and no
sophisticated discharging equipment. The cells could then be
recovered and used again at a later time. This could be very
useful in home energy storage (like a Tesla Powerwall),
where a fire alarm could trigger a fixed load to be applied to
all cells in a battery and discharge them to a near zero volt
state of charge. As long as all cells are completely dis-
charged before a house fire reaches the battery, it is much
less likely to go into thermal runaway upon overheating.
This would reduce further damage to a home and make the
fire much more manageable for emergency crews. The same
is true for an electric vehicle in an accident. An accident
could trigger an appropriately sized resistor bank/radiator to
discharge the cells in the battery to a near zero volt state of
charge. Such a battery would reduce risk to vehicle passen-
gers and make handling of the wreckage by emergency
crews much safer. In both cases, the battery could then be
recovered and re-used if un-damaged by the event or there
was a false alarm. This would prevent a substantial loss of
assets (given that the cost of the battery is currently 400-600
$/kWh) and reduce the environmental impact of lithium ion
battery waste.

Shipping and transportation entities could benefit from a
scenario where the safety risks are better controlled prior to
shipment. A cell is desired that is stored with a resistor
between its leads will be at or near zero volts, and its state
of charge can be easily checked by a hand-held volt meter
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to ensure it is fully discharged. This enables more layers of
checks to ensure that lithium ion cells are at a safe state of
charge before they are transported, stored, etc. In compari-
son, voltage checks of batteries may not accurately reflect
the true state of charge (SOC) which carries different risk
since the actual SOC directly correlates with the exothermic
energy that can be released upon abuse. Specifically, the
Open Circuit Voltage (OCV) of a cell can vary for a given
state of charge during storage, making it an unreliable
indicator of the state of charge of a cell; as well as be
sensitive to the length of time in open circuit and the
environmental conditions such as temperature. The chal-
lenge of correlating the OCV with SOC is even more
difficult in cells using positive electrode materials that have
a nearly constant discharge voltage, such as LiFePO,. To be
sure of the state of charge, sophisticated charging equipment
and a large amount of time are required, which renders such
an approach not viable for shipping organizations like UPS,
USPS, and FEDEX.

As society transitions to renewable energy sources and
expanded use of electrical energy, energy storage in a
reliable and safe manner is becoming ever more paramount.
For many portable applications electrochemical energy stor-
age using lithium ion batteries is currently the premier
method due to the enhanced rechargeable chemistry. Com-
pared to other designs (i.e., NiCd, Ni—H, etc.) lithium ion
has higher energy density, cycle life and highly tunable
performance characteristics. There are many efforts under-
way to enhance lithium ion battery performance to align
with future application needs, however, as energy density
increases, the safety risks also increase.

When in a user-active state, manufacturer defect or abuse
of lithium ion cells within a battery can lead to a thermal
runaway event. Thermal runaway results from several inter-
nal exothermic reactions that are initiated by overheating of
a cell by internal short, rapid discharge, external heating or
other abuse condition. The exothermic reactions include SEI
decomposition, electrolyte reaction with the electrodes,
decomposition of active materials and electrolyte decompo-
sition. Thermal runaway can result in a dangerous fire or
explosion that can propagate to other nearby cells. In the
case of a large battery consisting of many lithium ion cells
or many batteries stored together, this can lead to a very
dangerous event with severe damage including explosion,
fire, and venting of toxic gases. Several research efforts to
mitigate safety risks while lithium ion batteries are in a
user-active state have been reported. Efforts internal to the
lithium ion cells such as shut-down separators to prevent
current flow upon overheating, positive electrode coatings to
suppress exothermic release, non-flammable electrolytes to
avoid electrolyte combustion and redox shuttle additives to
prevent overcharge have been investigated. Efforts external
to cells such as Positive Temperature Coeflicient devices
(PTC) to block or reduce current upon overheating, battery
management systems (BMS) to avoid abuse of cells, Current
Interrupt Device (CID) to block current in the case of
over-pressure, current limiting fuses to prevent rapid charge
or discharge, blocking diodes to prevent inadvertent charge
or discharge, and bypass diodes to prevent overcharge/
overdischarge of a “weak” cell in a battery pack have all
been investigated or are currently used.

In the case of a user-inactive state, it would be ideal for
the individual cells (and therefore the whole battery) of a
lithium ion battery to store no charge energy and be at a zero
volt state of charge since the battery does not need stored
energy to perform a task. This would minimize the amount
of energy that could be released in a catastrophic event,
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reducing safety risks associated with the inactive battery.
Discharging cells only to their normal end-of-discharge
cutoft voltage (still some charge remaining) has been shown
to prevent thermal runaway under physical abuse conditions
(i.e., nail penetration) and lead to higher onset temperatures
of thermal runaway/exothermic reactions upon overheating.
As such, discharging cells to a very low state of charge
before storage and shipping could greatly reduce the safety
risks associated with them in an inactive state.

However, discharging conventional lithium ion cells to
very low states of charge, especially to near zero volts, risks
damaging internal components of the cells (most signifi-
cantly dissolution of the copper current collector of the
negative electrode.). Even if cells are not intentionally
discharged to very low states of charge, gradual self-dis-
charge can, over time, bring the cell voltages to damaging
low levels. As such, cells are currently shipped and stored in
a partially charged state to mitigate the chance of self-
discharge bringing the cell voltage too low. In this partially
charged state, the energy stored can present a safety risk.

If lithium ion cells could be modified in such a way that
discharge to low voltages did not damage internal compo-
nents, they could be discharged to very low states of charge
prior to shipping and storage without concern for perfor-
mance degradation. As discussed above, this could substan-
tially reduce safety concerns with the cells when in an
inactive state.

While this is a promising approach from a safety stand-
point, in order for it to be implementable it also needs to be
highly controllable in order to comply with regulations. A
cell stored at open-circuit, even in a low state of charge, will
have an open-circuit voltage that can vary depending on
ambient conditions, history of the cell and the active mate-
rials used in the cell. As such, checking the open circuit
voltage of a cell with a volt meter is insufficient for defini-
tively determining the state of charge of the cell. Instead,
sophisticated charging equipment and significant amounts of
time would be required. As a result, shipping and storage
entities would be unable to rapidly assess the state of charge
of a cell on their own and would likely have to rely on
manufacturers to ensure that cells are in a specified low state
of charge prior to shipment/storage. This could lead to errors
that result in unintentional safety risk from cells in a high
state of charge.

In an alternative scenario, an appropriately sized resistor
(i.e., won’t discharge the cell at too high of a rate) could be
applied to a cell that is ideally already in a low state of
charge. Once applied, it would effectively completely dis-
charge the cell, bringing the cell voltage to near zero volts
and maintaining it there as long as the resistor stays applied
to the cell. This state could easily be checked with a
handheld voltmeter because regardless of ambient condi-
tions, cell history, or active materials used the cell voltage
will be at near zero volts. This will enable the state of charge
of the cells to be easily checked at multiple stages of transit
and storage, adding significant controllability to ensuring a
safe state of charge of the cell.

Enabling lithium ion cells to an applied resistor at near
zero volts without damaging internal components could
present a highly controllable way to effectively mitigate the
safety risks associated with storing and transporting them,
especially when in large battery packs and/or large cell
formats. This could lead to greatly reduced restrictions on
their storage and transportation, which would reduce costs
and increase the distribution network of lithium ion batter-
ies. Additional safety capabilities such as this could also help
to assuage public concerns over the safety of lithium ion
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batteries, especially in emerging home and electric vehicle
applications. The key with such a promising approach is to
accomplish tolerance to near zero volt storage with little to
no modification to a conventional lithium ion cell design;
which would be a stark contrast to past approaches that
require modifications to cell design and use of unconven-
tional materials that can reduce cell quality and perfor-
mance.

One strategy to avoid copper dissolution during zero volt
storage has been to employ alternative negative electrode
current collectors which do not undergo dissolution at higher
potentials vs. Li/Li+. Voltammetry studies have been done
previously on potential current collector replacement mate-
rials to determine the stability of the material at high
potentials vs. Li/Li+ (i.e., >3V) as well as low potentials vs.
Li/Li+ (i.e., 5-1000 mV), which is a requirement for nega-
tive electrode current collectors. Some metals, like alumi-
num, will alloy with lithium at low potentials in conven-
tional LiPFg-based electrolytes which leads to negative
electrode pulverization during normal cycling in this voltage
range. Titanium, titanium alloys, nickel, nickel alloys and
stainless steel have all been patented as potential candidates
because they meet the high and low voltage stability require-
ments.

Titanium foils are showing promise in commercially
developed zero volt storage capable cells as a negative
electrode current collector. However, some drawbacks exist
with typical titanium foils in that they are typically thicker
than standard copper foils and can cost substantially more.
This can substantially reduce both the volumetric and gra-
vimetric energy density of the cells while increasing cost.
Additionally, bulk titanium is more than an order of mag-
nitude more resistive than copper, which has been stated to
limit the rate capability of cells, especially in larger format
or wound cells.

Carbon nanotube and graphene free-standing electrodes
may also be potential current collector replacements due to
their high chemical stability. Negative electrodes made
purely of other carbon allotropes have already been dem-
onstrated to generate cells that can tolerate constant-load
near-zero-volt and overdischarge conditions. However,
lower bulk electrical conductivity, coulombic efficiency
issues from S E I (SEI) formation on nanoscale surface, and
higher cost are disadvantages of the nanocarbon-based cur-
rent collectors compared to copper.

In addition to utilizing replacement current collector
materials for copper, another strategy to protect cells during
overdischarge conditions is to passivate copper current
collectors and prevent dissolution at high potentials vs.
Li/Li+. One approach is the use of succinonitrile as an
electrolyte additive to passivate the copper current collector
and prevent its corrosion. However, succinonitrile has also
been shown to significantly increase the impedance of the
positive electrode during cycling. Formation of nitrile com-
pounds on the surface of copper foil before electrode fab-
rication has also shown promise, but it is unclear what effect
this might have on the charge transfer resistance between the
copper current collector and negative electrode composite.

Another past approach to zero volt storage tolerance of
lithium ion cells has been to appropriately modify the cell
with secondary active materials in either the positive elec-
trode, negative electrode or both that have charge and
discharge characteristics to prevent high negative electrode
potential vs. Li/Li+ during overdischarge or near zero volt
storage. No widely available validation or experimental data
exists on many of the patented secondary active materials.
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Thus, the resilience to multi-day near zero volt storage and
impact on performance during normal operation is unclear.

Overall, use of secondary active materials in the elec-
trodes has major potential drawbacks. Namely, any approach
that adds significant amounts of secondary active materials
with intermediate charge/discharge potentials will likely
decrease cell energy density by lowering the average dis-
charge voltage and/or electrode specific capacity. Concerns
for differing rate capability effects between primary and
secondary materials could limit this approach. Additionally,
many operational concerns exist over the stability of sec-
ondary active materials in the potential range of the primary
active materials as well as the repeated cycling behavior is
unknown.

SUMMARY

In accordance with one aspect of the present disclosure,
there is provided an electrochemical cell, having a positive
electrode; a negative electrode; and an electrolyte, wherein
the electrochemical cell contains reversible ions in a specific
amount to maintain a negative electrode potential verses
reference level below a negative electrode damage threshold
potential of the cell and a positive electrode potential verses
reference level above a positive electrode damage threshold
potential of the cell under an applied load at a near zero cell
voltage state, such that the cell is capable of recharge from
the near zero cell voltage state.

In accordance with another aspect of the present disclo-
sure, there is provided a method for providing an electro-
chemical cell which manages an amount of reversible ions
that enables a near zero voltage storage for prolonged
periods of time under an applied load capable of recharge
without significant degradation of discharge performance,
including: a) measuring the electrochemical potential of a
negative electrode vs. reference level and a positive elec-
trode vs. reference level upon application of an applied load
to a first electrochemical cell as the cell reaches a near zero
volt cell voltage; b) determining the EAP from the measured
electrochemical potential of the negative electrode vs. ref-
erence level and the positive electrode vs. reference level; ¢)
adjusting the amount of reversible ions in a second electro-
chemical cell based upon the determined EAP from the first
electrochemical cell, wherein the first and second cells can
be the same or different; and d) repeat steps a), b) and ¢) until
an amount of the reversible ions in the cell is identified that
achieves the negative electrode potential verses reference
level below a negative electrode damage threshold potential
of the cell and the positive electrode potential verses refer-
ence level above a positive electrode damage threshold
potential of the cell under the applied load at a near zero cell
voltage state.

These and other aspects of the present disclosure will
become apparent upon a review of the following detailed
description and the claims appended thereto.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a graph of cycle discharge, fixed load step cell
voltage and electrode potentials plotted vs. time of a Revers-
ible Lithium Excess (RLE) cell and FIG. 1B is a graph of
electrode asymptotic potential vs. excess lithium added to
the cell;

FIG. 2A is a chart showing a cycling schedule of a cell for
near zero volt storage tolerance testing in accordance with
the present disclosure, FIG. 2B is a graph of constant current
discharge curves of a cell prior to and after various near zero
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volt storage periods, and FIG. 2C is a graph of cell voltage
over time for charge/discharge, storage, followed by
recharge and charge/discharge;

FIG. 3A is a schematic of a conditioned, discharged cell,
FIG. 3B is a schematic depicting disassembly of a cell, and
FIG. 3C is a schematic of the reassembly in a new cell;

FIG. 4A is a chart showing a cycling schedule flow chart,
FIG. 4B is a graph of cell voltage vs. cell capacity of a RLE
cell, FIG. 4C is a graph of cell voltage vs. time of the RLE
cell, FIG. 4D is a graph of cell volt vs. normalized cell
capacity, and FIG. 4E is a graph of cell volt vs. normalized
cell capacity;

FIG. 5 is a graph of cell voltage vs. capacity;

FIG. 6A is a chart showing a cycling schedule flow chart
and FIG. 6B is a graph of cell volt vs. normalized cell
capacity;

FIG. 7A is a graph of cell voltage over time and FIG. 7B
is a graph of cell voltage over time of a cell with lithium
added in bath formation process;

FIG. 8 is a graph of cycle discharge, fixed load step cell
voltage and electrode potentials plotted vs. time of a RLE
cell;

FIG. 9A is a chart showing a cycling schedule flow chart
and FIG. 9B is a graph of cell volt vs. normalized cell
capacity;

FIG. 10A is an illustration of a resistive load clip and
analog voltmeter and FIG. 10B is an illustration of a
resistive load clip and analog voltmeter with a heat transfer
device; and

FIG. 11 is a graph of voltage vs. capacity indicating
possible Zero Cross Potential points.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An embodiment includes an electrochemical cell, having
a positive electrode; negative electrode; separator material,
and electrolyte, wherein the electrochemical cell contains
reversible ions in an amount sufficient to maintain a negative
electrode potential verses reference level below a negative
electrode damage threshold potential and a positive elec-
trode potential verses reference level above a positive elec-
trode damage threshold potential of the cell under an applied
load at a near zero cell voltage state, such that the cell is
capable of recharge from the near zero cell voltage state.

An amount of reversible ions is defined as the total
amount of ions reversibly inserted into both the positive and
negative electrodes of a cell. These reversible ions are
solvated in the electrolyte solution and are the majority
charge carriers of the electrolyte. The damage threshold
potential of the negative electrode is defined as the potential
at which substrate dissolution, dissolution of passivation
films, dissolution of active materials or side reactions with
the electrolyte can occur. The damage threshold potential of
the positive electrode is defined as the potential at which
material transformation, substrate transformation or side
reactions with the electrolyte can occur. A suitable near zero
cell voltage state includes a measured voltage magnitude
less than about 2V, less than about 1 V, less than about 500
mYV, less than about 100 mV, or less than about 10 mV.

Suitable types of applied loads include but are not limited
to a fixed resistive load, fixed capacitive load, fixed induc-
tive load, variable resistive load, variable capacitive load,
variable inductive load, or a combination thereof. Load
values may be as high as open circuit (infinity) or as low as
0.00 ohms (short circuit). Time under load prior to recharge
is typically >about 5 hours. The positive electrode inserts
and extracts ions at a potential verses reference level that is
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more positive than the potential verses reference level than
the negative electrode inserts and extracts ions. The Elec-
trode Asymptotic Potential (EAP) is defined by equation 1
where V. is the positive electrode electrochemical potential
vs. reference level, e.g., positive electrochemical potential
vs. Li/Li*, V, is the negative electrode electrochemical
potential vs. reference level, e.g., negative electrochemical
potential vs. Li/Li*, and W is the threshold difference
between the electrode electrochemical potentials chosen to
define the EAP and is the potential half-way between the
negative electrode potential and positive electrode potential
when the electrochemical cell reaches a quasi-equilibrium,
near zero volt state. W is chosen such that the EAP is
representative of the electrochemical potentials of both
electrodes versus reference level when the electrochemical
cell is in a near zero volt, quasi-equilibrium state.

M

Ve =V,
——— + V4 when Ve -V, < ¥

EAP=
2

An embodiment includes a method for providing an
electrochemical cell which manages an amount of reversible
ions that enables a near zero volt storage for prolonged
periods of time under an applied load capable of recharge
without significant degradation of discharge performance.

The method includes measuring the electrochemical
potential of a negative electrode vs. reference level and a
positive electrode vs. reference level upon application of an
applied load to a first electrochemical cell as the cell reaches
a near zero volt cell voltage. This can be done by construct-
ing an electrochemical cell using desired positive and nega-
tive electrode materials and a third reference electrode.
Optionally, the cell can be conditioned by charging and
discharging the cell one or more times to stabilize the charge
and discharge performance. From a fully or partially charged
state a desired load is applied to the cell to discharge to a
near zero volt state and the potentials of the positive and
negative electrode vs the reference electrode are measured
throughout discharge. FIG. 1A shows an example of the
measured transient behavior of the electrode potentials as a
lithium ion cell discharges to near zero volts under a fixed
resistive load. In FIG. 1A the 5th cycle discharge and fixed
load step (grey shading) cell voltage and electrode potentials
are plotted vs. time of a RLE cell. The slightly darker grey
shading represents negative electrode potential range in
which copper dissolution occurs.

The EAP is determined from the measured electrochemi-
cal potential of the negative electrode vs. reference level and
the positive electrode vs. reference level.

The amount of reversible ions is adjusted in an electro-
chemical cell based upon the determined EAP from the
initial electrochemical cell. These cells can be the same or
different depending upon the extent of destruction of the cell
during testing and the selected cell construction.

The steps of measuring the electrochemical potential of a
negative electrode vs. reference level and a positive elec-
trode vs. reference level upon application of an applied load
to a first electrochemical cell as the cell reaches a near zero
volt cell voltage; determining the EAP from the measured
electrochemical potential of the negative electrode vs. ref-
erence level and the positive electrode vs. reference level;
and adjusting the amount of reversible ions in the electro-
chemical cell based upon the determined EAP from a
previous electrochemical cell are repeated, as necessary
until an amount of the reversible ions in the cell is identified
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that achieves the negative electrode potential verses refer-
ence level below a negative electrode damage threshold
potential of the cell and the positive electrode potential
verses reference level above a positive electrode damage
threshold potential of the cell under the applied load at a near
zero cell voltage state.

FIG. 1A shows an example of the electrode potentials in
a lithium ion cell reaching the EAP once the cell as at a near
zero volt state, in this case considered to be <10 mV cell
voltage.

FIG. 1B shows how the measured EAP can vary in a
lithium ion cell based on the amount of reversible lithium
ions added to the cell after cell conditioning. FIG. 1B is a
plot of electrode asymptotic potential of a LiCoO,/MCMB
cell vs. the amount of excess lithium added to the cell as a
percentage of cell capacity.

An amount of the reversible ions in the cell is identified
that achieves the negative electrode potential verses refer-
ence level below a negative electrode damage threshold
potential of the cell and the positive electrode potential
verses reference level above a positive electrode damage
threshold potential of the cell under an applied load to a near
zero cell voltage state.

An electrochemical cell can be constructed that contains
the identified amount of reversible ions. The amount of
reversible ions can be managed via chemical, electrochemi-
cal or physical addition or subtraction. FIG. 3 shows how
pre-lithiation of the negative electrode in a lithium ion cell
can be used to appropriately change the amount of reversible
lithium ions in the cell. FIG. 3A is a schematic of 0.25 mAh
charge of a conditioned, discharged cell. FIG. 3B is a
schematic depicting disassembly of cell and discarding
positive electrode. FIG. 3C is a schematic of reassembly for
a partially lithiated negative electrode with fresh positive
electrode in a new cell.

FIG. 2C shows the cell voltage and electrochemical
potentials of an as-constructed lithium ion cell during a fixed
current charge and discharge followed by a near zero volt
storage under a fixed resistive load step for 7-days, followed
by a constant current charge and discharge. FIG. 2B is a plot
of constant current discharge curves of the cell prior to and
after the storage periods showing that the discharge perfor-
mance of the cell is maintained well after 1, 2 and 3
seven-day near zero volt storage periods. FIG. 2A is an
example of a cycling schedule of a cell with reversible
lithium added by pre-lithiation for near zero volt storage
tolerance testing.

A preferred embodiment is a lithium ion cell design which
manages the amount of reversible lithium ions in the cell to
enable a near zero voltage storage for prolonged periods of
time under fixed load without significant degradation of
either electrode. Cells are assembled with a positive elec-
trode and a negative electrode that are configured to allow
intercalation/alloying and de-intercalation/de-alloying of
lithium ions. The positive electrode has an active material
that includes an intercalating metal oxide or alloying mate-
rial. The positive active material may be coated with elec-
trochemically active or inactive stabilization coatings such
as polymer, AIPO,, ZnO or Al,O; and can be mixed with
conductive carbon allotropes and binder and can be free
standing or coated on a conductive substrate, preferably
aluminum. The negative electrode includes an active mate-
rial that can include carbon allotropes, Ge, Si, Sn, Al or
metal oxides. The negative active material can be coated
with stabilization coating such as polymer, AIPO,, ZnO or
Al,O; and can be mixed with conductive carbon allotropes
and polymer binder and can be free standing or coated on a
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conductive substrate, preferably copper foil. The positive
and negative electrodes are stacked or wound with a sepa-
rator material between them that allows for diffusion of
lithium ions. The electrode stack or wind is then hermeti-
cally sealed in a container with the appropriate electrical
feed-through.

The amount of reversible lithium ions in the cell is
changed via an electrochemical, chemical or physical addi-
tion/subtraction of reversible lithium. To achieve necessary
precision, reversible lithium ions are preferably added from
a third electrode during an open formation step in which the
electrode stack or wind is immersed in electrolyte with a
third electrode that acts as a lithium ion source or sink.
Lithium can also be added via lithium addition or subtrac-
tion to either electrode prior to stacking or winding the
positive and negative electrodes together. The extent of
reversible lithium ion addition/subtraction can range from
very little (e.g., 0.001% of cell capacity) to the suitable an
amount to achieve maintenance of a negative electrode
potential verses reference level below a negative electrode
damage threshold potential and a positive electrode potential
verses reference level above a positive electrode damage
threshold potential of the cell under an applied load to a near
zero cell voltage state, such that the cell is capable of
recharge from the near zero cell voltage state (as informed
by feedback reference electrode measurements).

A device includes an appropriate resistor which applies a
suitable load during storage that could be fixed or variable
and is selected based on the capacity of cell. A safety clip
structure having for example, an analog voltmeter, is shown
in FIG. 10A containing an appropriate resistor which can be
used for the applied load during storage minimizes user risk
during storage and handling. The safety clip structure can be
fabricated with user controls for protection and disassembly.
The load can be designed for low current dissipation (i.e.,
C/10) or in large battery systems a controlled/variable c-rate
to manage heat transfer. A method could be followed which
couples the resistor (or safety clip structure) to a properly
designed heat transfer device (e.g., radiator, heatsink, etc.)
which renders the battery system safe during an emergency.
The safety clip structure could be designed so the cell or
battery pack level has a heat transfer device manages the
slow or rapid discharge to near zero volts, as shown in FIG.
10B.

During shipment of a battery pack, either standalone or
that with electronic equipment (cell phone, hobby electron-
ics, EV, etc.) the cells in a battery pack can have a resistor
applied to them to completely discharge them to an effec-
tively inert state. This will render them at negligible risk of
going into thermal runaway, and thus they will be much
safer to transport. Once the batteries arrive, the end-user can
detach the resistor (or safety clip structure), charge the
battery and use it without the battery having lost perfor-
mance due to the near zero volt storage period.

During Satellite launch, cells could be held at a near zero
volt state of charge for safety, then charged up once the
satellite is deployed in orbit.

Cells stored long term (especially in large storage facili-
ties with many batteries) can be stored with a resistor applied
to them to hold them in a completely discharged, effectively
inert state. This will again render them at negligible risk of
entering thermal runaway and thus the storage will be much
safer. When needed, the resistor can be removed and the
cells cycled without loss of performance due to the zero volt
storage period. In addition to safe transport and storage of
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lithium ion batteries, several other potential benefits exist for
cells that can be discharged to and stored at a near zero volt
state of charge.

The present disclosure as related to the preferred lithium
ion cell embodiments differs from the prior lithium ion
technology in that the amount of reversible lithium ions in
a battery is managed such that near zero volt storage is
possible without damaging the battery. No secondary active
materials are necessary in either electrode and conventional
current collectors (i.e., aluminum for the positive electrode
and copper for the negative electrode) can be used rather
than titanium, stainless steel or nickel. This will maintain
battery performance at state of the art, not increase material
costs and not complicate battery operation. Additionally,
several embodiments of the cell have demonstrated their
viability, both in general performance metrics and using
reference electrode measurements to justify assertions about
the electrode behavior during near zero volt storage.

The only widely available conventional technology for
zero volt utilizes titanium current collectors which are
inherently less conductive and more expensive than conven-
tional copper current collectors. The dissolution of copper in
a conventional cell design prevents its use in a zero volt
resilient conventional cell, however, the present cell in
accordance with the current disclosure overcomes that limi-
tation through proper management of the amount reversible
lithium ions in the cell so that copper current collectors can
be used.

Embodiments of the present disclosure are matching or
outperforming their conventional commercial counterparts.
Previous conventional approaches to zero volt storage have
taught the use of a “zero cross potential” (ZCP) at which the
electrode potentials are predicted to meet when a cell is
discharged to zero volts. The concept of the ZCP is an
oversimplification of battery behavior and fails in many
regards. The prediction of a ZCP is not straightforward and
in prior art the methods used to predict it are vague or not
described. Based on examination of prior art, the most
probable way that the ZCP is predicted is by matching and
extrapolating the discharge profiles of each electrode when
they are cycled against a lithium metal counter electrode.
The matching of the half-cell discharge profiles is likely
arbitrary and based on a best-guess of the capacity matching
of the electrodes.

Loss due to SEI formation, incomplete intercalation of the
negative electrode (due to excess negative electrode used to
prevent plating) and any other non-ideal effects that arise can
be difficult to account for.

Additionally, in a practical zero volt storage situation
where a fixed load is applied, the cell current decreases to
very low levels (e.g., ~C/1,000-C/10,000 rate) when the cell
voltage approaches zero volts. As a result, half-cell dis-
charge profiles resulting from more typical, constant dis-
charge rates (e.g., C/10, C/20) are not good predictors of the
transient behavior of the electrode potentials or the EAP of
the cell when the cell voltage (and cell current) approaches
Zero.

Additionally, ZCP can be discharge condition depen-
dent—constant current, constant load, voltage ramp dis-
charges may all result in a different ZCP. Once the cell
reaches zero volts, if it is held there (by specialized equip-
ment) the ZCP can migrate as cell current decreases.

In a practical near zero volt storage situation of a lithium
ion cell, a fixed load is applied to the cell. In this scenario,
the cell does not reach zero volts exactly and the electrode
potentials do no “cross”. Rather, the cell approaches very



US 10,193,354 B2

11

low voltages (1-10 mV) and the electrode potentials asymp-
tote towards each other at a certain potential vs. reference
level (typically Li/Li+).

Depending on the discharge condition, there may be
transient behavior of the electrode potentials before they
asymptote that can be very important to the performance
retention of the cell. The ZCP teachings fail to predict this
and only predict electrode potentials once the cell is a zero
volts.

Based on previous teachings of use of a ZCP, there would
be operational concerns with the presently disclosed
approach when examined in concept. Addition of reversible
lithium would likely cause the predicted negative electrode
discharge curve to shift right, to a position like the rightmost
negative electrode discharge curve as shown in FIG. 11. This
would lead to a very low predicted ZCP (e.g., 0.5 V vs.
Li/Li+). FIG. 11 illustrates how Zero Cross Potential may be
arbitrarily predicted and the substantial variation that can
occur. Such a low potential of the positive electrode pre-
dicted by the ZCP would be problematic for positive elec-
trodes. A positive electrode material like LiCoO, will
degrade if the potential vs. Li/Li+ decreases to less ~1.3 V
vs. Li/Li* for an extended period. Other positive electrode
materials, particularly metal oxides, might bear the same
concerns.

However, we have shown in the present disclosure that by
precisely managing the amount of reversible lithium ions in
the cell, the negative electrode potential is kept below the
negative electrode damage potential (copper dissolution
potential) and the positive electrode potential is above the
positive electrode damage potential. This is evidenced by the
strong performance retention of the prototype LiCoO,/
MCMB cells after periods of zero volt storage shown in FIG.
2.

The precision of the negative electrode pre-lithiation is
achieved by utilizing the data from proper reference elec-
trode measurements, like those shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 4, 5,7
and 8. Use of these measurements allows for precise deter-
mination of the minimal amount of reversible lithium that
must be added to the cell to prevent the negative electrode
potential from rising above the copper dissolution potential
and minimizing over-discharge of the positive electrode.

This disclosure solves the issue of safety risks of lithium
ion batteries during inactive storage and shipping by allow-
ing them to be held in a completely discharged, effectively
inert state without causing significant damage to the cell.
This could support government initiative towards safer
shipping. The approach used to achieve cells with zero volt
storage tolerance does not use unconventional materials or
atypical cell design. As such, cell quality does not have to be
reduced from state-of-the-art to enable zero volt storage.

This general approach of managing reversible lithium can
be applied to chemistries other than Li ion and to any future
negative electrode/positive electrode materials.

FIG. 10 shows an example of how a resistor would be
applied to the cell in a real life storage situation.

Since the current approach uses the conventional copper
negative electrode current collector, and there are no other
changes to the typical construction parameters of state of the
art batteries, the rate capability and volumetric/gravimetric
energy density will stay nominally the same as conventional.
Addition or subtraction of reversible lithium in a cell may
add to the battery cost, but the cost may be offset by
reductions in shipping requirements or restrictions. The
overall cost may not necessarily change but requires further
analysis.
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In an embodiment a lithium ion cell includes a positive
electrode composite coated on an aluminum current collec-
tor that includes a polymer binder, carbon black conductive
additive and LiCoO, active material; a negative electrode
composite coated on a copper current collector that includes
apolymer binder, carbon black conductive additive, graphite
in the form of SFG-6 and graphite in the form of Meso
Carbon Microbeads; a separator that is electrically insulating
and allows for ion diffusion/migration/conduction; and elec-
trolyte including 1.2 M LiPF, 3:7 EC:EMC v/v, wherein the
negative electrode is cycled against a sacrificial positive
electrode which forms the SEI and partially intercalates the
negative electrode with active lithium, the amount of addi-
tional intercalation is ~2% of Li* ions based on cell capacity
and is determined with reference electrode measurements to
ensure that the electrode asymptotic potential of the cell is
below the damage potential of the negative electrode and
above the damage potential of the positive electrode. The
negative electrode is built into the final cell with a fresh
positive electrode, separator and electrolyte; the cell is then
cycled repeatedly to complete formation; the cell is dis-
charged normally, and has an applied fixed load of a
designed amount applied to the cell to discharge it to and
hold it at near zero volts cell voltage for multiple days;
wherein the cell has a measured EAP of 1.9 V vs. Li/Li" and
can be recharged and cells stored for 3 and 7 day periods at
room temperature demonstrate >99% discharge capacity and
discharge voltage retention; wherein the cell has a measured
EAP of 1.9-2.0 V vs. Li/Li* and can be recharged and cells
stored for 3 day periods at 45° C. demonstrate >97%
capacity and discharge voltage retention.

In an embodiment the cell has LiNi, ;Co, ;5Al, 5O, as
the active material in the positive electrode; a negative
electrode pre-lithiation of ~2% of Li* ions based on cell
capacity prior to cell assembly; a measured EAP of 2.6-2.7
V vs. Li/Li+ below the copper dissolution potential; and a
capacity retention of ~100% after seven, 3 day near zero volt
storage periods.

In an embodiment the cell has a lithium rich material of
formula 0.49L1,Mn0O,.0.51LiNi, ;,Co, ,,Mn, 5,0, as the
active material in the positive electrode; a measured EAP of
2.8 V vs. Li/Li+ at room temperature less than the negative
electrode damage potential; which can be recharged and
cells stored for five, 3 and 7 day periods at room temperature
demonstrating >99% capacity and discharge voltage reten-
tion.

Examples

Example 1 is directed to a 12 mAh lithium ion pouch cell
that includes a positive electrode, negative electrode, sepa-
rator and electrolyte. The electrolyte is 1.2 M LiPF 3:7
EC:EMC v/v. The positive electrode is a composite coated
on an aluminum current collector that includes polymer
binder, carbon conductive additive and LiCoQ, active mate-
rial. The negative electrode is a composite coated on a
copper current collector that includes polymer binder, car-
bon black and graphite in the form of Meso Carbon Micro-
beads. The negative electrode is cycled against a sacrificial
positive electrode which forms the solid electrolyte interface
(SEI) and partially intercalates the negative electrode with
active lithium. The amount of intercalation is precisely
determined with reference electrode measurements to ensure
that the EAP of the cell is less than the damage potential of
the negative electrode and greater than the damage potential
of the positive electrode. In this case, it is 0.8 mAh. The
negative electrode is then built into the final cell with a fresh
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positive electrode, separator and electrolyte. The cell is then
cycled repeatedly to complete formation. Then the cell can
be discharged normally, and have a constant load of a
designed amount applied to the cell to discharge it to and
hold it at near zero volts cell voltage for multiple days. The
cell can then be recharged and cells stored for 3 and 7 day
periods at room temperature demonstrate ~100% capacity
and discharge voltage retention. A cell (with 2% Vinylene
Carbonate addition to the electrolyte for high temperature
stability) stored under fixed load at near zero volts for 3 days
at high temperature (45° C.) retained 97.6% of its original
capacity and displayed only a 6 mV average discharge
voltage fade. The cell of Example 1 was used to generate the
information shown in FIGS. 1-4. FIG. 4A shows a cycling
schedule flow chart summarizing room temperature condi-
tioning, cycling at 45° C., and near zero volt storage testing
at 45° C. FIG. 4B illustrates the 7th cycle discharge and
fixed load step (grey shading) cell voltage and electrode
potentials plotted vs. cell capacity of the RLE cell at 45° C.
FIG. 4C illustrates the 7th cycle discharge and fixed load
step (grey shading) cell voltage and electrode potentials
plotted vs. time of the RLE cell. FIG. 4D shows the
discharge profiles of the RLE cell prior to zero volt storage,
and after one, two and three, three-day near zero volt storage
periods at 45° C. FIG. 4E shows the discharge profile of the
RLE cell electrode potentials as measured by a lithium metal
reference prior to near zero volt storage, and after three,
three-day near zero volt storage periods at 45° C.

Example 2 uses the 12 mAh pouch cell lithium ion battery
as in Example 1 with a LiNiCoAlO, positive electrode.
Negative electrode pre-lithiation of 0.8 mAh prior to cell
assembly, measured EAP of 2.6-2.7 V vs. Li/Li+, below
copper dissolution potential of ~3.1 V vs. Li/Li+. Capacity
retention of ~100% after six, 3 day zero volt storage periods
under fixed load was obtained. FIG. 5 shows the cell voltage
and electrode potentials of the LiNiCoAlO,/MCMB cell
after lithium is added to the cell by negative electrode
pre-lithiation and the cell is conditioned. The white shaded
portion is constant current discharge and the grey shaded
region is a fixed load step. FIG. 6A shows the cycling
schedule of the LiNiCoAlO,/MCMB cell with reversible
lithium added by pre-lithiation for near zero volt storage
tolerance testing. FIG. 6B shows constant current discharge
curves of the cell prior to and after 1, 2 and 3, three-day near
zero volt storage periods.

Example 3 uses a 144 mAh 8-pair pouch cell with a
LiNiCoAlO, positive electrode. Lithium is added in a bath
pre-lithiation process in an amount of 10% of cell capacity.
FIG. 7A shows the cell voltage and electrode potentials of
the LiNiCoAlO,/MCMB cell under a fixed resistive load.
FIG. 7B shows the cell voltage and electrode potentials of
the LiNiCoAlO,/MCMB cell with lithium added in a bath
formation process under a fixed resistive load showing a
lowered EAP compared to the baseline in FIG. 7A. An EAP
of 3.1 V vs. Li/Li* was measured, which is less than the
copper dissolution potential and therefore less than the
negative electrode damage potential as shown in FIG. 4.

Example 4 uses the lithium ion cell of Example 3 with a
lithium rich positive electrode material having the formula
0.49L1,Mn0O;.0.51LiNi, 5,Co 54Mn, 350,, commonly
known as HES050. A measured EAP of 2.7 V vs. Li/Li+ at
room temperature indicates the amount of reversible lithium
is already appropriately managed by the charge/discharge
behavior of the active electrode materials so that the EAP of
the cell is less than the damage potential of the negative
electrode and greater than the damage potential of the
positive electrode. FIG. 8 shows the 5th cycle discharge and
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fixed load step (grey shading) cell voltage and electrode
potentials plotted VSs. time of the
0.49L1,Mn0;.0.51LiNi, 5,Co, ».Mn, 350, (HE5050)/
MCMB cell. The dashed line represents the negative elec-
trode potential threshold at which copper dissolution occurs.
FIG. 9A shows the cycling schedule of the HES050/MCMB
cell for near zero volt storage tolerance testing. FIG. 9B
shows the constant current discharge curves of the cell prior
to and after 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 seven-day near zero volt storage
periods.

Although various embodiments have been depicted and
described in detail herein, it will be apparent to those skilled
in the relevant art that various modifications, additions,
substitutions, and the like can be made without departing
from the spirit of the invention and these are therefore
considered to be within the scope of the invention as defined
in the claims which follow.

What is claimed:

1. An electrochemical cell, comprising:

a positive electrode;

a negative electrode; and

an electrolyte, wherein the electrochemical cell contains

reversible ions in an amount sufficient to maintain a
negative electrode potential verses reference level that
is less than a damage potential of the negative electrode
and a positive electrode potential verses reference level
that is greater than a damage potential of the positive
electrode of the cell under an applied load at a near zero
cell voltage state, such that the cell is capable of
recharge from the near zero cell voltage state.

2. The cell of claim 1, wherein the applied load is fixed or
variable or a combination thereof.

3. The cell of claim 1, wherein the reversible ions com-
prise lithium, sodium, magnesium, aluminum, hydrogen, or
a combination thereof.

4. The cell of claim 1, wherein the positive electrode
comprises an active material and the negative electrode
comprises an active material each electrode configured to
allow intercalation/alloying/deposition and de-intercalation/
de-alloying/stripping of the reversible ions.

5. The cell of claim 1, wherein the negative electrode
comprises a carbon allotrope, Ge, Si, Al, metal oxide,
titanate material or Sn as a secondary active material that has
an intercalation/alloying and de-intercalation/de-alloying
potential that is less than the damage potential of a positive
electrode comprising active materials; and optionally ion-
ated.

6. The cell of claim 1, wherein the cell is tolerant to near
zero volt storage under an applied load over a range of
temperatures from -100° C. to 200° C.

7. The cell of claim 1, further comprising a resistor
comprising a suitable fixed or variable load applied to the
electrodes based on the capacity of the cell to realize a near
zero volt condition during storage.

8. The cell of claim 7, wherein the resistor comprises a
safety clip structure that minimizes user risk during storage
and handling, wherein the safety clip structure can be
fabricated with user controls and readout device, display or
transmitted signal which monitors cell voltage for protection
and disassembly.

9. A battery comprising multiple electrochemical cells
according to claim 1, which battery is capable of a near zero
cell voltage state when the multiple electrochemical cells are
under an applied load without significant performance deg-
radation upon recharge.

10. A method for providing an electrochemical cell which
manages an amount of reversible ions that enables a near
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zero voltage storage for prolonged periods of time under an
applied load capable of recharge without significant degra-
dation of discharge performance, comprising:

a) fabricating a first electrochemical cell having a nega-
tive electrode, a positive electrode, a third electrode,
and an electrolyte;

b) measuring the voltage difference between the negative
electrode and the third electrode to determine the
electrochemical potential of the negative electrode
verses reference level and measuring the voltage dif-
ference between the positive electrode and the third
electrode to determine the electrochemical potential of
the positive electrode verses reference level upon appli-
cation of an applied load that electrically connects the
positive electrode and negative electrode to the first
electrochemical cell as the voltage difference between
the positive electrode and the negative electrode of the
first electrochemical cell voltage, reaches a near zero
volts;

¢) determining the electrode asymptotic potential from the
measured electrochemical potential of the negative
electrode verses reference level and the positive elec-
trode verses reference level in the first electrochemical
cell;

d) adjusting the amount of reversible ions in the first
electrochemical cell based upon the determined elec-
trode asymptotic potential from the first electrochemi-
cal cell, or fabricating a second electrochemical cell
having a negative electrode, a positive electrode, a third
electrode, and an electrolyte and adjusting the amount
of reversible ions in the second electrochemical cell,
based upon the determined electrode asymptotic poten-
tial from the first electrochemical cell; and

e) repeating steps a), b), ¢) and d) until an amount of the
reversible ions in the cell is identified that achieves the
negative electrode potential verses reference level
below a negative electrode damage threshold potential
of the cell and the positive electrode potential verses
reference level above a positive electrode damage
threshold potential of the cell under the applied load at
a near zero cell voltage state, and optionally removing
the third electrode.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein step a) is determined
by measuring with a reference electrode the electrochemical
potentials of the negative electrode and positive electrode as
the electrochemical potentials asymptote towards each other
during an applied load condition and asymptote towards an
intermediate potential.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein determining the
electrode asymptotic potential comprises constructing mul-
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tiple cells with different amounts of reversible ions added or
subtracted, or constructing a single cell wherein reversible
ions can be added or subtracted in situ by electrochemical,
physical or chemical means after measurement of the elec-
trode potentials during the application of the applied load,
the amount of reversible ions in the cell design is added or
subtracted to change the electrode potentials during the
applied load via feedback from measurements over a range
of temperatures that can range from —-100° C. to 200° C.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the amount of
reversible ions is adjusted in the cell via electrochemical,
chemical or physical addition/subtraction of ions to the
negative electrode, positive electrode or both.

14. The method of claim 10, wherein the reversible ion is
lithium.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein reversible lithium
ions are added by electrochemically inserting lithium ions
into the negative electrode prior to cell assembly.

16. The method of claim 14, wherein reversible lithium
ions are added or subtracted by immersing the electrodes in
a bath of electrolyte and the reversible lithium is added or
subtracted electrochemically to or from either the positive or
negative electrode from the third electrode or a fourth
electrode prior to final assembly of the cell.

17. The method of claim 14, wherein the reversible
lithium ions are electrochemically added to or subtracted
from the cell to either the positive or negative electrode from
the third electrode or a fourth electrode that is removed from
the cell after addition of the reversible lithium ions.

18. The method of claim 14, wherein the amount of
reversible lithium ions is managed by the stoichiometry and
charge/discharge performance of the active materials in the
cell such that negative electrode potential verses reference
level below a negative electrode damage threshold potential
of the cell and the positive electrode potential verses refer-
ence level above a positive electrode damage threshold
potential of the cell under the applied load to a near zero cell
voltage state.

19. The method of claim 10, further comprising applying
a load to the cell based on the capacity of the cell to realize
a near zero volt condition during storage, wherein the load
is designed for low current dissipation.

20. The method of claim 10, further comprising applying
a load to the cell based on the capacity of the cell to realize
a near zero volt condition during storage, wherein the load
is designed for high current dissipation and the load is
coupled to a heat transfer device.
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