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POWER SOURCE HEALTH ASSESSMENT
METHODS AND SYSTEMS THEREOF

The U.S. Government has a paid-up license in this inven-
tion and the right in limited circumstances to require the
patent owner to license others on reasonable terms as pro-
vided for by the terms of Contract Nos. N00014-03-1-0860
and N00014-05-1-0708 awarded by Office of Naval
Research.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to assessment systems and,
more particularly, to power source health assessment meth-
ods and systems thereof.

BACKGROUND

One indicator of the state of health of a lead-acid battery is
the conductance of the battery. Conductance can be defined as
the AC resistance ideally measured at different frequencies.
The measured conductance is linearly related to the Cold
Cranking Amp (CCA) for the battery and thus can be used to
provide an indication of the state of health of the battery.

Unfortunately, conductance of a battery cannot be easily
obtained. Measuring conductance to assess the state of health
of a battery requires an undesirable addition of hardware and
firmware. As a result, the measurement of conductance to
assess the state of a battery is infrequently used.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A method for assessing health of a power source in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present invention includes
measuring voltage and current of a power source in a system
using a device in the system as the load. An internal resistance
of the power source is determined based on the measured
voltage and current. A health assessment of the power source
is determined and provided based at least on the determined
internal resistance and a stored baseline internal resistance for
the power source.

A system for assessing health of a power source in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present invention includes a
data acquisition system, an analysis system, and a health
assessment system. The data acquisition system measures
voltage and current of a power source in a system using a
device in the system as the load. The analysis system deter-
mines an internal resistance of the power source based on the
measured voltage and current. The health assessment system
determines and provides a health assessment of the power
source based at least on the determined internal resistance and
a stored baseline internal resistance for the power source.

The present invention provides a simple, less intrusive, and
reliable method and system for providing diagnostics and
prognostics on current and future health of a power source
and related systems, devices and components.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a health assessment system in
accordance with embodiments of the present invention; and

FIG. 2 is a flow chart of a method for assessing health of a
power source in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Ahealth assessment system 10 in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present invention is illustrated in a vehicle 12 in
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FIG. 1. The health assessment system 10 includes an assess-
ment processing system 14, a monitoring system 16, a volt-
meter 18, an ammeter 20, and a temperature sensor 22,
although the system can include other types and numbers of
systems, devices, and components connected in other man-
ners. The present invention provides a simple, less intrusive,
and reliable method and system for providing diagnostics and
prognostics on current and future health of a power source
and related systems, devices, and components.

Referring more specifically to FIG. 1, the health assess-
ment system 10 is located in the vehicle 12 which has a battery
24 and a starter system 28, although the health assessment
system 10 could be used with other types of systems, devices,
and components and the vehicle 12 can have other types and
numbers of systems, devices, and components. The battery 24
is a lead-acid battery 24 with a positive terminal 30 and a
negative terminal 32, although other types and numbers of
power sources can be used. The starter system 28 is coupled
to the positive and negative terminals 30 and 32 of the battery
24 and is used to start other types and numbers of systems,
devices, and components in the vehicle 12, such as an engine
by way of example only.

The assessment processing system 14 provides a diagnos-
tic and prognostic assessment of the battery 24 and other
related systems, devices, and components, such as the starter
system 28 by way of example only, although the assessment
processing system 14 can have other types and numbers of
functions. The assessment processing system 14 includes a
central processing unit (CPU) or processor, a memory, user
input device, a display, and an interface system, and which are
coupled together by a bus or other link, although the assess-
ment processing system 14 can include other numbers and
types of components, parts, devices, systems, and elements in
other configurations. The processor in the assessment pro-
cessing system 14 executes a program of stored instructions
for one or more aspects of the present invention as described
and illustrated herein, including methods for assessing health
of a power source and other related system, devices, and
components, although the processor could execute other
numbers and types of programmed instructions.

The memory inthe assessment processing system 14 stores
these programmed instructions for one or more aspects of the
present invention as described and illustrated herein, includ-
ing methods for assessing health of a power source and other
related system, devices, and components, although some or
all of the programmed instructions could be stored and/or
executed elsewhere. A variety of different types of memory
storage devices, such as a random access memory (RAM) or
a read only memory (ROM) in the system or a floppy disk,
hard disk, CD ROM, or other computer readable medium
which is read from and/or written to by a magnetic, optical, or
other reading and/or writing system that is coupled to one or
more processors, can be used for the memory in the assess-
ment processing system 14.

The user input device in the assessment processing system
14 is used to input selections, such as a request for a diagnos-
tic or prognostic assessment of the battery 24 in the vehicle
12, although the user input device could be used to input other
types of data and interact with other elements. The user input
device can include a computer keyboard and a computer
mouse, although other types and numbers of user input
devices canbe used. The display in the assessment processing
system 14 is used to show data and information to the user,
such as the assessment of the power source or related systems,
devices, or components by way of example only. The display
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can include a computer display screen, such as a CRT or LCD
screen, although other types and numbers of displays could be
used.

The interface system in the assessment processing system
14 is used to operatively couple and communicate between
the assessment processing system 14 and the monitoring sys-
tem 16, the voltmeter 18, the ammeter 20, and the temperature
sensor 22 via a communications network, although other
types and numbers of communication networks or systems
with other types and numbers of connections and configura-
tions can be used.

Although an embodiments of the assessment processing
system 14 is described and illustrated herein, the assessment
processing system 14 can be implemented on any suitable
computer system or computing device. It is to be understood
that the devices and systems of the embodiments described
herein are for exemplary purposes, as many variations of the
specific hardware and software used to implement the
embodiments are possible, as will be appreciated by those
skilled in the relevant art(s).

Furthermore, the assessment processing system 14 of the
embodiments may be conveniently implemented using one or
more general purpose computer systems, Mmicroprocessors,
digital signal processors, and micro-controllers, programmed
according to the teachings of the embodiments, as described
and illustrated herein, and as will be appreciated by those
ordinary skill in the art.

In addition, two or more computing systems or devices can
be substituted for the assessment processing system 14 in any
embodiment of the embodiments. Accordingly, principles
and advantages of distributed processing, such as redundancy
and replication also can be implemented, as desired, to
increase the robustness and performance of the devices and
systems of the embodiments. The embodiments may also be
implemented on computer system or systems that extend
across any suitable network using any suitable interface
mechanisms and communications technologies, including by
way of example only telecommunications in any suitable
form (e.g., voice and modem), wireless communications
media, wireless communications networks, cellular commu-
nications networks, G3 communications networks, Public
Switched Telephone Network (PSTNs), Packet Data Net-
works (PDNs), the Internet, intranets, and combinations
thereof.

The embodiments may also be embodied in whole or in
part as a computer readable medium having instructions
stored thereon for one or more aspects of the present invention
as described and illustrated by way of the embodiments
herein, as described herein, which when executed by a pro-
cessor, cause the processor to carry out the steps necessary to
implement the methods ofthe embodiments, as described and
illustrated herein.

The monitoring system 16 is coupled between the battery
24 and the starter system 28 and to the assessment processing
system 14, although other numbers and types of monitoring
systems which are coupled in other manners to other systems,
devices, and components can be used. The monitoring system
16 monitors and signals the assessment processing system 14
when the starter system 28 is initiated to start the vehicle 12,
although the monitoring system 16 can monitor and signal for
other types and numbers of events.

The health assessment system 10 also includes and is
coupled to the voltmeter 18, the ammeter 20, and the tem-
perature sensor 22, although the health assessment system 10
can have other numbers and types of data acquisition systems
which are coupled together in other manners. The voltmeter
18 is coupled across the positive and negative terminals 30
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and 32 of the battery 24 and is used to measure the electrical
potential difference or voltage, although other numbers and
types of voltage measurement systems which are coupled in
other manners can be used, such as a Hall Effect voltage
sensor. The ammeter 20 coupled in series with the positive
terminal 30 of battery 24 and is used to measure a flow of
current applied to the starter system 28, although other num-
bers and types of current measurement systems which are
coupled in other manners can be used, such as a Hall Effect
current sensor. The temperature sensor 22 is positioned adja-
cent to and is used to measure an ambient temperature of the
battery 24, although other numbers and types of temperature
sensors taking other numbers and types of readings can be
used.

An example of the operation of the health assessment sys-
tem 10 in the vehicle 12 in accordance with embodiments of
the present invention will now be described with reference to
FIGS. 1-2. As explained in greater detail below, an indicator
of'the state of health of the battery 24 is the internal resistance
of'the battery 24 which is much simpler and easier to measure
and utilize than conductance. In step 100, a determination is
made if the health assessment system 10 in vehicle 12 is in
standby mode. If the health assessment system 10 in vehicle
12 remains in standby mode, then the Yes branch loops back
and stays in step 100. If the health assessment system 10 in
vehicle 12 no longer remains in standby mode, then the No
branch is taken to step 102.

In step 102, the monitoring system 16 monitors when the
starter system 28 is initiated to start the vehicle 12. In step
104, the monitoring system 16 determines if the starter sys-
tem 28 has been initiated to start the vehicle 12, although the
monitoring system 16 could monitor other types of systems,
devices, and components based on other factors. If the moni-
toring system 16 determines the starter system 28 has not
been initiated to start the vehicle 12, then the No branch is
taken back to step 102. If the monitoring system 16 deter-
mines the starter system 28 has been initiated to start the
vehicle 12, then the monitoring system 16 signals the assess-
ment processing system 14 that the starter system 28 has been
initiated to start the vehicle 12 and the Yes branch is taken
back to step 106. Accordingly, another advantage of the
present invention is only one signal has to be monitored and
no memory must be allocated to capture data until the moni-
toring system 16 determines the starter system 28 has been
initiated to start the vehicle 12.

In step 106, the voltmeter 18 measures the voltage being
applied to the starter system 28 across the positive and nega-
tive terminals 30 and 32 of battery 24, the ammeter 20 mea-
sures the current 20 applied to the starter system 28, and the
temperature sensor 22 is positioned adjacent to and is used to
measure an ambient temperature of the battery 24, although
other types and numbers of data can be acquired, such as just
the voltage and current readings by way of example only. The
readings from the voltmeter 18, ammeter 20, and temperature
sensor 22 are captured during the transient when the starter
system 28 initiates a start of the vehicle 12. Additionally, the
reading from the voltmeter 18 and the reading from the
ammeter 20 are obtained by averaging samples taken at a rate
of about two kHz during the transient which lasts about 400
milliseconds, although other numbers of readings, such as a
single voltage and single current reading, other sampling
rates, and other time periods for sampling can be used.

In step 108, the assessment processing system 10 deter-
mines an internal resistance of the battery 24 based on the
measured voltage and current readings obtained from the
voltmeter 18 and the ammeter 20, although the assessment
processing system can perform other types and numbers of
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determinations. By way of example only, the internal resis-
tance of the battery 24 can be determined as explained below.
The output voltage of battery 24 can be calculated at any time
as:

Vout: Voc_RintXI batt

V... Battery output voltage.

V.. Open circuit voltage directly proportional to the state

of charge of the battery

R, Battery resistive internal resistance

1, Battery output current (positive if the battery is sourc-

ing current)

If ahigh speed transient is applied to the battery 24, such as
during a start initiated by starter system 28 by way of example
only, then the voltage drop observed at the positive and nega-
tive terminals 30 and 32 of battery 24 is only due to internal
resistance, as the change in state of charge over a small 8t can
be ignored. Therefore, the difference between the output volt-
ages of the battery 24 over the 0t can be approximated to:

A V:_Rim(lzba”_l 1ba”)

And the internal resistance can be determined by the
assessment processing system 10 using:

out out
Vl - V2

Rint = ———7—
batt batt
12 - 11

With the present invention, the transient applied to the
battery 24 is relatively fast, on the order of a few milliseconds
in this particular example, to ignore the effects of change in
state of charge and significant in level to obtain an acceptable
resolution. Again in this example, an applied transient which
satisfies this requirement is the starting process by the starter
system 28, although other types of systems, devices, and
components that apply a transient could be used.

In step 110, the assessment processing system 10 deter-
mines and provides a current diagnostic health of the battery
24 based on a comparison of the determined internal resis-
tance of the battery 24 and a baseline internal resistance for
the battery 24 stored in the memory of the assessment pro-
cessing system 10, although other types of diagnostics can be
performed and the baseline internal resistance and other data
can be stored and retrieved from other locations. If the deter-
mined internal resistance is more than a set percentage above
the stored baseline internal resistance, then the battery 24 is
assessed to fail. In this particular example, the battery 24 is a
lead-acid battery and if the determined internal resistance of
the battery 24 increases to more than 25% above its known
good base line internal resistance, the battery 24 will fail a
capacity test, although other percentages can be used. Addi-
tionally, other types of current diagnostic health assessments
besides a pass/fail determination could be determined and
provided by the assessment processing system 10. By way of
example only, an estimate of the remaining useful life of the
battery 24 based on the percentage difference between the
determined internal resistance of the battery 24 and the base-
line internal resistance for the battery 24 and historical life
span data for the battery 24 could be determined by the
assessment processing system 10.

The assessment processing system 10 may optionally fur-
ther refine and provide the current diagnostic health assess-
ment of the battery 24 based on a comparison of the measured
ambient temperature reading from the temperature sensor 22
against stored temperature efficiency data for the battery 24,
although other types of diagnostics can be performed. Ambi-
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ent temperature has an effect on the internal resistance of
battery 24. Batteries usually reach their peak efficiency at a
32° C. temperature. At —18° C., the efficiency of batteries or
drops to about 40% of rated output. This is due to the fact that
at low temperatures, the chemical reactions are slowed and
the “chemical resistance” drastically increases. Internal resis-
tance and temperature are linked by the following empirical
relationship:

Tror =T
ref

Rr = Rrgf +Tc

T, is a temperature compensation factor.

The temperature compensation factor is battery dependent.
Accordingly, the assessment processing system 10 obtains
and stores in memory for battery 24 curves which comprises
stored temperature efficiency data that assists the assessment
processing system 10 in differentiating between loss of per-
formance due to diminishing state of health and low tempera-
tures.

The assessment processing system 10 may also optionally
determine and provide a current diagnostic health assessment
of the starter system 28 based on the determined internal
resistance and a stored baseline internal resistance for the
starter system 28, although the assessment processing system
may determine and provide a diagnostic health assessment of
other types of systems, devices, and components in other
manners. By way of example only, an automotive starter
system is characterized by an internal resistance that varies
with its” state of health and operating conditions, such as
temperature, humidity etc. By capturing and trending this
internal resistance during the useful lifetime of the automo-
tive starter system the assessment processing system 10 can
provide a diagnostic indication of the automotive starter sys-
tem’s current state of health and can provide a prognostic
indication of the automotive starter system’s projected future
state of health.

In step 112, the assessment processing system 10 deter-
mines and provides a prognostic health assessment of the
battery 24 based on the determined internal resistance and
stored, internal resistance life-cycle data for the battery 24,
although other types of prognostics on the battery 24 and
other types of systems, devices, and components can be per-
formed.

Accordingly, as described and illustrated herein the present
invention provides a simple, less intrusive, and reliable
method and system for providing diagnostics and prognostics
on current and future health of a power source and related
systems, devices and components.

Having thus described the basic concept of the invention, it
will be rather apparent to those skilled in the art that the
foregoing detailed disclosure is intended to be presented by
way of example only, and is not limiting. Various alterations,
improvements, and modifications will occur and are intended
to those skilled in the art, though not expressly stated herein.
These alterations, improvements, and modifications are
intended to be suggested hereby, and are within the spirit and
scope of the invention. Additionally, the recited order of pro-
cessing elements or sequences, or the use of numbers, letters,
or other designations therefor, is not intended to limit the
claimed processes to any order except as may be specified in
the claims. Accordingly, the invention is limited only by the
following claims and equivalents thereto.
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What is claimed is:
1. A method for assessing health of a power source, the
method comprising:
measuring voltage and current of a power source in a sys-
tem at a start and a stop of a transient period of time using
a device in the system as the load;

determining an internal resistance of the power source
based on a difference of the measured voltages at the
start and stop of the transient period of time divided by a
difference of the measured current at the start and stop of
the transient period of time; and

determining and providing a health assessment of the

power source based on at least on the determined inter-
nal resistance and a stored baseline internal resistance
for the power source.

2. The method as set forth in claim 1 further comprising
triggering the measuring based on at least one event in the
system.

3. The method as set forth in claim 2 wherein at least one
event is a start of the system.

4. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the measuring
voltage and current of the power source further comprises
measuring the voltage and current at a sampling rate above at
least a first frequency.

5. The method as set forth in claim 4 wherein the first
frequency is at least two kHz.

6. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the determin-
ing and providing the health assessment of the power source
further comprises:

comparing the determined internal resistance against the

stored baseline internal resistance for the power source;
and

providing a failing health assessment of the power source if

the comparison indicates the determined internal resis-
tance is more than a first percentage above the stored
baseline internal resistance.

7. The method as set forth in claim 6 wherein the first
percentage is about twenty-five percent or greater.

8. The method as set forth in claim 1 further comprising
applying a transient to the power source for a first period of
time, wherein the measuring the voltage and current of the
power source occurs at least partially during the application
of the transient.

9. The method as set forth in claim 8 wherein the first
period of time is 400 milliseconds or less.

10. The method as set forth in claim 8 wherein the device
used as the load and which applies the transient comprises a
starter system.

11. The method as set forth in claim 1 further comprising:

measuring an ambient temperature of the power source;

and

comparing the measured temperature against stored tem-

perature efficiency data for the power source;

wherein the determining and providing a health assessment

of the power source further comprises determining and
providing the health assessment of the power source
based on the comparison of the measured temperature
against stored temperature efficiency data.

12. The method as set forth in claim 1 further comprising
determining and providing a future prediction on when the
power source will fail based on at least the determined inter-
nal resistance and stored, internal resistance life-cycle data
for the power source.

13. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the deter-
mining further comprises determining and providing a health
assessment of the device used as the load based at least on the
determined internal resistance and a stored baseline internal
resistance for the device used as the load the changes in the
device intrinsic resistance.
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14. A system for assessing health of a power source com-
prising:

adata acquisition system that measures voltage and current

of a power source in a system at a start and a stop of a
transient period of time using a device in the system as
the load;

an analysis system that determines an internal resistance of

the power source based on a difference of the measured
voltages at the start and stop of the transient period of
time divided by a difference of the measured current at
the start and stop of the transient period of time; and
an assessment processing system that determines and pro-
vides a health assessment of the power source based at
least on the determined internal resistance and a stored
baseline internal resistance for the power source.

15. The system as set forth in claim 14 further comprising
a monitoring system that triggers the data acquisition system
to measure the voltage and current of the power source based
on at least one event in the system.

16. The system as set forth in claim 15 wherein on at least
one event is a start of the system.

17. The system as set forth in claim 14 wherein the data
acquisition system measures the voltage and current at a
sampling rate above at least a first frequency.

18. The system as set forth in claim 17 wherein the first
frequency is at least two kHz.

19. The system as set forth in claim 14 wherein the assess-
ment processing system compares the determined internal
resistance against the stored baseline internal resistance for
the power source and provides a failing health assessment of
the power source if the comparison indicates the determined
internal resistance is more than a first percentage above the
stored baseline internal resistance.

20. The system as set forth in claim 19 wherein the first
percentage is about twenty-five percent or greater.

21. The system as set forth in claim 14 further comprising
a transient source system which applies a transient to the
power source for a first period of time, wherein the data
acquisition system measures the voltage and current of the
power source occurs at least partially during the application
of the transient.

22. The system as set forth in claim 21 wherein the first
period of time is 400 milliseconds or less.

23. The system as set forth in claim 21 wherein the device
used as the load and the transient source system comprises a
starter system.

24. The system as set forth in claim 14 further comprising
a temperature monitoring system that measures an ambient
temperature of the power source, wherein the assessment
processing system compares the measured temperature
against stored temperature efficiency data for the power
source and further determines and provides the health assess-
ment of the power source based on the comparison of the
measured temperature against stored temperature efficiency
data.

25. The system as set forth in claim 14 wherein the assess-
ment processing system determines and provides a future
prediction on when the power source will fail based on at least
the determined internal resistance and stored, internal resis-
tance life-cycle data for the power source.

26. The system as set forth in claim 14 wherein the assess-
ment processing system determines and provides a health
assessment of the device used as the load based at least on the
determined internal resistance and a stored baseline internal
resistance for the device used as the load.



