





3. Evaluate your top two ideas.

For each of your top two ideas, answer the following questions to determine their suitability and practicality for your
audience, purpose, and occasion:

Q Is this topic relevant to your audience?

Consider your audience’s interests, needs, and experiences. Will this topic engage them, resonate with their
perspectives, or provide them with value?

Q Does this topic align with the purpose of the speech or occasion?

Reflect onthe goals of the assignment, event, or context. Does the topic meet the expectations and objectives
set?

Q Can this topic be effectively addressed within the given time frame?

Assess whether the topic is appropriately narrow or broad. Can you explore it thoroughly and meaningfully in
the allotted time without oversimplifying or overwhelming your audience?

Are there credible resources to support this topic?
Strong presentations are grounded in reliable information. Are there enough reputable sources available to
provide evidence, examples, and depth to your content?
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Next steps

After evaluating your ideas, use feedback from others—such as peers, instructors, or an ECC consultant—to help
select the best topic. Choose one you're genuinely drawn to and excited about. Once your topic is finalized, write a
clear specific purpose statement and thesis to define your focus. Develop a logical structure by selecting and
organizing main ideas, and support them with credible evidence. Refine your language to ensure clarity and
connection with your audience. Finally, practice your delivery to enhance confidence, timing, and presence.
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