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In the recent discussion on gun violence,
much of the focus has been on the specific
circumstances of high-profile, news-worthy
cases. While those tragedies are horrendous
and unforgettable, a closer look into facts
surrounding gun violence shows us that school
shootings, mass shooting sprees, and “assault
rifle” attacks make up only a small portion of all
firearm-related violence.
Research and crime statistics tell a very
different story than what is portrayed in the
media. In 2011, handguns accounted for 72% of
firearm homicides, while all rifles accounted for
just under 4%. Studies find that a large number
of shootings occur as an extension of some type
of dispute or other conflict. Within these
circumstances, the next step is to break down
and identify similarities among incidents, to
better understand the reality of the
circumstances of gun violence.

Types of Assault Shooting Circumstances
Dispute Involved

Social
Romantic
Domestic
Personal

Material
both
Turf wars

Purely Instrumental
(material gain)
Robbery
Burglary
Sex Assault

$/Debts
Property
Drugs

Implications& Future Research
• In-depth examination of types of disputes
• Expand research to include non-shooting
events
• Impact of circumstance on outcome of
shooting
•Identifying other similar characteristics
between similar cases
• Weapon type
• Injury
• # people involved
• Use findings to produce focused interventions
• Predicting & preventing ongoing retaliation
• Determine relationship between:
• Social relationship and circumstance
• Relationship and outcome
• Circumstance and outcome
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Victim/Offender Relationships
-Strangers
-Intimate/Romantic Partners
-Family member
-Friend, fellow gang member
-Acquaintance, opposing gang member
-Uninvolved Bystander
-Unintended Target

Depending on the type and
combination of these situational
factors, the outcome of the shooting
could lead to:
Revenge/Retaliation
3rd party involvement
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