Evaluation of Process Reforms to Divert Juveniles from Detention and Court

Center for Jamie Dougherty & Ye (Calla) Wang Center for

Puh_li::: S_E_Ifetv Public Safety
Initiatives Initiatives

Center for Public Safety Initiatives, RIT

/ Introduction \ / Basic Results: Goals Achieved \ / Re-Analysis \ / Conclusion and Recommendations \

From 2012-2014, Monroe County Office of Probation @ Goals 1 and 2: Reduce the number of juveniles detained Better statistical tests to determine why outcomes occurred All goals were met. The number of detentions and petitions
received funding from New York State to: and the number of juvenile cases petitioned to court were already decreasing before the reforms, but accelerated
e Detentions down 60% compared to previous 27-months. after the reforms.
1) Reduce the number of juveniles detained overnight after an e Petitions down 58% Compared to previous 27-months.
arrest, and Top 5 factors that determined if a juvenile was detained: Probation was able to achieve a difficult logistical

Juvenile Intakes, Petitions, & Detentions per Month (March
2009-June 2014)

. Most severe charge/crime committed (see chart below) Implementation across several agencies

2) Increase the number of juvenile cases diverted from court - Whether they had prior contact with probation
Whether they had been arrested before after-hours

(in other words, decrease petitions to court). e N o
Race/ethnicity

80 E

o AN -

60 - A" i i

% I V\Sd&w% ot o ik . Whether the charge(s) were felonies, misdemeanors, or a
30 - ? - # Petitioned m|X Of bOth

20 »
10 - detentions

g s wN R

Reform 1. Change the process for detaining juveniles
arrested outside of regular business hours:
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Top Charge Vs. Detention

Juvenile is arrested/
charged with a crime
outside of business

hours.
Officer decides to. ..

Goal 3: Reduce the number of days between arrest and
juvenile’s first court appearance

Has the Juvenile Detained or Not

e Number of Days between Arrest and Court Appearance

Calls After-Hours Amrest Hotline
to conduct Risk Assessment,
see if qualify for detention.

, v If given Regular Appearance 27 days 19 days
Ap?ehfr;igu':'?;het <Detair:daﬁﬁ E%:%EE Tickets (O|d method) (n=39)
710 usiness days) it el If given Expedited Appearance  2.5days 1 day
Tickets (new, reform) (n=59) Acknowledgements
Top 5 factors that determined if a case was diverted:
1-3. Whether they were detained, given an expedited Monroe County Office of Probation
appearance ticket, or given a reqular appearance ticket upon * Chief Robert Burns
arrest (if detained, much less likely to be diverted) * Deputy Chief Leslie Barnes
. . . @ Goal 4: Obijectively determine if juveniles should be 4. Score on the risk assessment instrument (see below) * Larry Mattle
Reform 2. Change how juvenile cases on diversion detained 5 Gender e Hattie Henderson
(being handled outside of court) get sent to court: | | e Jill Hoff
e Cindy Bleier

_If a juvenile scores high-risk on an objecti\{e risk assessr_nent Score Ve Defention e Patricia Kisor
instrument, he or she could be brought straight to detention. « All Family Service Division Probation Officers for their openness and

If not, an expedited appearance ticket was recommended. | willingness to share data and opinions
arrested or
charged with a . :
crime... Risk Assessment Score for All AH Cases 3 Janelle Duda, MSW, who designed and started this project at CPSI
(n=231)
: | Juvenile Prosecutor’s Office
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\. After-Hours Decisions Across All Cases High Building 1, Room 2383
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