
 
 
 
 
 
Margaret’s House has a long history of partnership with Rochester Hearing and Speech.  
Periodically, a specialist will visit our center and either observe in a child’s classroom, or spend 
a short time with a child in response to a screening referral they received from us.  Often, the 
specialist will chat with the teachers and simply observe in the classroom for children in infant 
or toddler classrooms, and they will spend 5-15 minutes with individual children from the 
preschool classrooms.  While here, they will only provide a screening on children whose 
parents have supported a referral prior to their visit.   
 
If you happen to have any curiosity or concern regarding your child’s skills or development, 
please let us know and we will submit a referral and ask the specialist to provide a screening 
for your child while they are here.  The screening is entirely free to you, and you will be 
provided with a screening report indicating your child’s strengths, and a recommendation for 
either: no further actions, a re-screening in a few months, or for a full evaluation (the 
screening is NOT an evaluation).  That’s it!  You determine what the next steps may be - if any 
at all.  The screening is a simple observation, younger children are not often aware of any 
change in the classroom while the screener is observing, and older children often enjoy their 
short time one-on-one with the screener. 
 
For younger children, the screener may look for some precursors to language development, 
symbolic communication, understanding of words, use of sounds and actions, pointing to 
items in books, using individual words, the ability to take turns, engagement in pretend play, 
the ability to follow simple directions or the ability to join in with simple songs.   
 
For children ages 3 and up, the screener looks for more significant skills.  While a speech 
screening sounds like it’s just about how many words your child can say, it’s really much more 
than that!  Here are some of the important skills that the screener may look for during their 
time in the classroom (adapted from https://childsuccesscenter.com/back-to-school/what-is-a-pre-school-speech-
and-language-screening/): 
 

• Attention to tasks – Can the child sit and listen during story time? Are they able to focus 
and listen when the teacher is talking? This can appear like the child struggles to follow 
directions when they may just need help learning how to focus and maintain their 
attention at the same level as their peers. Without appropriate attention skills, children 
can miss important things going on around them at school. 
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• Emotional regulation – Is your child able to react and respond appropriately when 
things do not go according to plan? Are they self-directed and on their own agenda or 
can they follow along and participate in what the group is doing? If not, it could mean 
that they need some help learning how to regulate their emotions. 

• Early social skills (relating to peers, pretend play, functional play) – Are they able to 
initiate games and social interactions with their peers? Are they playing with toys 
functionally, such as stacking blocks or putting shapes in a shape sorter? Are they 
engaging in pretend play with their peers, like feeding their animal dolls or making their 
toys go on adventures? If not, they may need some help to gain these skills! If left 
untreated, this can lead to trouble relating to their peers and losing out on 
opportunities for social interactions. 

• Speech intelligibility (in words and conversation) – Often it’s easier for close family 
members and familiar adults to understand kids, but if less familiar people have trouble 
understanding your child’s speech it could mean their speech is somewhat unintelligible. 
This can make it hard for children to be understood by peers and teachers, which can 
impact their communication at school. It can also be indicative of phonics or reading 
issues down the line if left untreated. 

• Vocabulary development – SLPs take a look at the content and vocabulary your child is 
using in their speech. Preschool-age children are expected to understand and express a 
variety of concepts and word forms (e.g. verbs, adjectives, location words) at the same 
level as their peers. If your child is not using age-appropriate vocabulary or using only 
limited phrases or sentences, they might need help to expand their expressive skills.  
The speech screener may also be looking for the use of complete sentences. 

• Clear communication – Is your child able to clearly communicate their thoughts and 
their wants and needs? Are you noticing breakdowns in communication? Your child 
might need help in this area in order to help them be clearer communicators and to 
prevent frustration that breakdowns in communication can often cause. 

 
Should any issues be found in the screening that you are interested in addressing, the 
information from the screening could provide you with a wonderful opportunity to take steps 
to learn strategies to respond to them yourself at home, or obtain school funded support 
services to address areas where your child is struggling and give them the extra help they 
need before academic and social demands increase as they get older.  Research continues to 
show that identifying children with challenges as early as possible is important because the 
earlier children receive speech and language intervention, the better their language outcomes, 
academic success, and social skills will be. 
 
Please feel free to reach out your child’s teacher, the director, or the assistant director if you 
are interested in having your child screened.  We look forward to partnering with you on your 
child’s growth and development.  Thank you! 
 


