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Playing with  the Pros
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What's the most important life lesson a design student can learn? You could
make a case for highly conceptual theories about inspiration or creative
flow. But what students at the Rochester Institute of Technology experience
in a senior seminar called Metaproject is a dose of market reality: It’s not
always about big ideas, but about how you meet a need.

Every year, Professor Josh Owen, who chairs RIT’s industrial design
department, invites a manufacturer to share a specific challenge it’s facing
in an upcoming product line. For Umbra, the Toronto-based housewares
company that worked with Owen’s students this year, the problem was
“designing for small spaces.” Once the objective is assigned, students immerse
themselves in the company’s previous design collections, studying every-
thing from aesthetics to viable price points. Then they spend their semester
crafting prototypes that can fit stylishly and seamlessly into the firm’s

next line. “We’re not just making stuff,” says Owen. “We want to add value.”

At the end of each Metaproject—and there have been seven so far-
partnering companies sponsor a booth at ICFF each spring. There, students
play the part of freelance designers and talk up their products to passersby.
For some students, like Afifi Ishak, who created a dodecahedron sticky-
note memo ball for Poppin during last year’s Metaproject, the whole
experience turns into something even more exciting than a life lesson:

his first product on the market.

By Audrey Gray
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Stwlents Brian Cussck
Project:: Saddiebag Ovgantzor

Umnbea bF.al!-_-ﬁEﬂu RIT saniors to Otéagll
for micio-living. and Cosatk tappad

his expirionce & a sludent ba croate an
nccent plece fit for a small donm teo
ar apartment, His adjustablo saddichag
organizer con bo layeeed over dosks,
tnbbes, or oven dooes, creating extra
slorxge capacity in unlikely spaces,

L]
Student: Pauling Drisma
Project: Powor Bucket

Bust & hitle biges than a collss mug

and tapored to fit inlo & standard cup-
holder, Driams’s “charging vissal

it a portable solition to a ban of modem
auistence; cord management. Designod
for use on & dosk or during 3 car comemute,
the power bucket it both & charging port
aned acond catldy.
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Stmdent : Chrestopher Groves
Project:: Rockel

Greves wont after oneof tho most clut
tered spacos in any dwelling, the bath
room vanity, Ho says b portable “rockat”
stand *fits m wherever It is nesded to
hodd toothbneshes, tomals, toled papar,
ansl maee.” This oval shathing in the stand
peoviches adjustabia heights as woll.

(Lr]
Suudent s Tadhg Duffy
Project: Popup Room Daider

Dy was ablo to identify amd satuty

a huge need in small rooms: prvacy. His
Popup foom Devider uses the same
meaterials a5 expandable photo reflectors,
with i compact, retractalide stand

Tor stability. Suddenly, ome small room
beecamos b, he says, “whenover

this mooad steikos.”

o™
Student: lon Fratti
Project: Pop Shelf

Urviben VP of dosign Matt Carr says

his B bvand guichalings ant “modam,
original, functional, affordable, and
casunl* He Wes how Fratth hit as many
of thaen goals as he couk] in this sheff
design, nodabilo for it sound-absorbing
Taca, which halps reduce note pollu-
Eian in spacs. Frakti gave his litth
shilf both intericr amd oxborior sicmgo
peitantial, maimizing tha utilty of ovary
avadable surfaco,

(L
Student; Vincent Lin
Froject: Buoyancy

Umbea's Matt Carr chose this protolype
byt Lin for the company's 2018 kitchen
colloction, *He was roally investigating the
area batween the kitchen coustor and
the space under your cabinal,” s Carr
“Hix camis up wwith a paper tewel holder
that wiant horizantal. He akovatid i and
et & mikeo dish undevrsnath it Wis think

it's really groat”
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Students Afifilshak
Projects Stcky Memo Ball

sk, a student from Malaysia and

1ha oreator of this 12 sided sticky nole
ball that wall notad tor 12 this aartumn,
ankd b was astoundod whsn Poppin
offored him a dosign lee, 18 buy as
ey s | can bor iy family and frends,*
b ey “My st product! F'm going

o b I8 o0 pormanant display”
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Semdent i Emily Moore
Project: Task Chair Cverhanger

Mo mese hanging your coal, scarf, o had
precanicusly ovor th side of 2 cubscis wall,
Moo wanted to provide:a littke mone
ancurily for office-workeres, 5o sho designod
Ehiis bright chair accassory 1o make we of
oft-averdnoked space. She alse lked tha
e of doclutioeing foat space by ketping
bagrs and biackpacks off th: floor.

o3
Standents Viconica Lin
Projecta Fool Pebible

This pratotypa by Lin was hes interprata
tron of Poppen’s “Work Happy” tagline.
Sh calls hoe orgonomic foat olovater a
way to engage in“a playfid and versatile
clinogue with (he rest of your body
without disrugiting the work fowe” beff
Miller. Pappin's VP of design, says

fhat hix rvod soeing how irvantivo RIT
studnnts could be. "As you get okdes,

o gt battor,” says: Men Bt you don't
wiploe 5k miich.”

o7
Studenc: Mick Bartholomew
Project: Waver Basholt

‘Wha says a fruit boawl can't rock, fiy or
hangout on a wall Bartholomaw says
Mig kitehen design for Umbra is meant to
choar off some eounter spate-and ad

@ Bt whimsy bo overyday fiving. Bmbra's
VP of dasign kvod it “Studants s nave
n a good way." says Carr, “Thay'ng totally
willling to take risks bocacine thiy've nowver
Bout bafane, Thin'ra in & weot spot”

()
Sumdent: Stopharsa Saucier
Projects Poppin Power

RIT students mada a canelul study of
Poppin's office aconssory collection boforn
‘thy began designing, and Saucioe saw
an spporiunity to create an add-on for s
wolorhul desk tray alnsady on the market.
B burnad tha tray inbo o small powr
bowes, adding a wined baae with a gap foe
cord storage. “Thise Heces work cohe
Abvirly toocoaata one Lnit that provides
PO CEERMTA RN, ARl COFRBN oo,
Al Fancior.

COUNTEST THE DESAGNERS
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Student s Mueowell Whitabead
Project: Adisstabio Desktog Divder

The open secrot about open workspaces,
whichare so popular right now, & that
many peopledon't pctually ke them. The
noise, the diatrations, and the lack of
privicy can all tnki a tell on producthity,
‘Whilshead desigried this minl-for prato-
typa fos Poppini, hoping, ha says, to creals
*n visual inficaton to Sollow employoos,
sigrling whon somoond i availabls for
colixhearation of withes to be loft slane.”

1M
Stmdent ;- Tristan Cannan
Project: Booster Desk

Cannan calls his Booster Desk proto
type *a reaction to theovorsights of
the standing desk ravalution,” neteng
that slectionic movieg detks ane
cost-prohititive for many people and
maschanical désks can be cumbirsams,
Tha design student opted for aase
and aflorcinbeity inhis transitional
peoadiact for tha Motaprogect collabo-
rtion with Poppan,

oy
Student: Linghua Zhy
Praject: Phone Ducking Station

DO ar mone mobile phones ang the
uhiquitous guests on eveny desk these
days, and 2 thought sho could improve
thoir pressnce. 7| created & design that
comibines a penhakder with a cell phon
holder,” she says. “The leaning angis

of the project.. croates encugh space
Sor the charging cable to go throsgh.”
Huor peototypd alsg places phonas inan
wprigght pos i S0 Workors can quackly
£EAR Incoming messages witheat v
g b pick Lo Ehisir dénice and ot bost
Im a rabbit hole of dutractions

(]
Student ;- doff Bruha
Project: Pail

Food composting ts often a challongo

in urban spaces, Whowants toacd
anather waste contamer to an alroady tiny
kiteher And mora mmpartamly. who wants
ber sl with the smsoli? Bruba attackod
berth these chalienpos wilh his slandor
compast-oalleoting containor design. “its
charcosd filter ensunes that odars s
contaned,” ha aays. “Your kitchen remains
clian ard combortalibe.”

L]

Sewdent ; Elzaboth Talame
Projects Cable Hideaeay 2.0

Poppin's joff Midler told R1T students
that he logks for “ns much reduction

ax possibie,” and Talamo took that

v tive b Ineart. She disignod &
cord-storagn urit that fits botween and
under bwas desies, allowing simployees
boplug in their laptops in the slookest
way possiiilo, all without tangling

up thair foot in cablo spaghatt.
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