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Journalist Eilean G. Mangubat and
Interfaith dialogue leader Taha M. Basman
received the Benigno S. Agquino, Jr
Fellowships for Professional Developmant
during a February 5 ceremony at the U.S
Ambassador’'s residence. Owver 70 former
IV grantees, former Aquino fellows, media
representatives and members of Interfaith
dialogue groups atlended Former
President Corazon Aquino and U.S.
Ambassador Francis J. Ricclardone
presented the awards. The Director of the
State Depariment’s Office of International
Visitors, W. Charles Moore Il, traveled lo
Manila for this occasion and delivered
remarks congratulating the recipients and
commending the U.S. Embassy for
establishing the fellowships

Eileen Mangubal is a dynamic leader
of the community press corps. Currently
publisher of Cebu Dally News and two
other papers owned by Inquirer
Publications, Inc., she is a driving lorce
behind the the Cebu Citizens Press
Council

Taha Basman is a leading advocate
for Muslim-Christian dialogue and conflict

resolution in the Philippines. He is
conducling several national campaigns to
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U.S. Ambassador Francis Ricciardone (left) and former President Corazon Aquina
presentad 1o journalist Eileen G. Mangubal (center), publisher of Cebu Daily News. the
2003 Benigno S. Aquino, Jr. Fellowships for Protessional Development.

earned the title of '‘Bishop Basman’ from his
Christian counterparis

The U.S. Embassy established the
Benigno S, Aguine, Jr. Fellowships for
Professional Development in 1988 as part
of its International Visitor Program.
Awardees receive an individual
International Visitor grant as well as
national recognition for excellence In the
fields of lournalism or public service, two
areas in which Ninoy Aquino distinguished
himself
Director uf the Office of
International Visitors Visits RP

The director of the State Department's
Office of International Visitors, W. Charles
Moore I, was in the Philippines from
February 4 - 9. He spoke at the third annuz!
meeling of the International Visitor
Frogram-Fhiuppines (IVP-Phils) Alumni
Foundation, participated in the 14" annual
Aquino Awards Ceramony, mel former Vs
and consu'ted with the Bcard of Marectors

Canlinued on page 2

In commemoration of Black History Month, the Amer

can Studies Resource Cenier in

Aleneo de Davao exhibited the work of contemporary African-American arists.
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learnad from the past and developing
workable alteratives lo new challenges.

Black History Month Observed at
American Studles Resource Centers

During the month of February. the
African-American exparience was
acknowledged al ASRCs In Davao, llollo,
Bacolod Baguio, Manila and Batac. Each
cenfer mour paper shows celebrati ing
African-American literature, art, music, and
leadarship in science, business and
government  Cullural Affairs Officer
Thomas J. Kral was presen! for the
Inauguration of a two-week exhibit of the
paper show "New Visions: 10 African-
American Adists” at Ateneo de Davao. After
he spoke aboul African-American
con'ributions to American society and
culture, students pul on a cultural program
of music and poetry inspired by the images
of the African-American artists

CSB Students Prepare for Exchange
Program for Hearlng-lmpaired

Dr. Sidney McQuay of the National
| Institute for the Deaf (NTID) at
r Inslitute of Technology and
blu‘]rl s and teachers from the College of
St Benilde of De La Salle University visited
the Cultural Affairs Office in preparation for
their upcoming travel lo Rochester, Neuy
York where they will parlicipate in a
symposium for the hearing-impaired

NTID was established in 1965 to
provide tertiary-lavel technological
education for the hearing-impaired
Orawing upon a grant from the Nippon
Faundation of Japan, NTID has
aslablished the Post-secondary Education
Network-International (PEN-International ) to
link universities and colleges around the
world that provide tertiary level education
to students who are hearing-impaired.
PEN-International's goal is “to improve post-
secondary career education lor deaf
students so that they can become
productive members of thelr respective
home socielies and compete in the
workplace on a par with their peers who can

i

hear.” The focus of their education is
information technology and engineering

PAS Co-sponsors National Museum's
Exhibit on Rice and the Filipine

The Public Affairs Section made a
small granl o the National Museum 1o
assist them in mounting what will be a t
year long evhibition on Rice and the
Filipino. Patterned after the S
Institution exhibit "Seeds of Change,” w
altracted millions of viewers dur
year showing a decade ago, the
Museum has gathered mat
archaeology, anthropolegy, sociolo
history, biotechnology |lem1ur- i
musicology, botany, zoology. art history and
food sciencas o present a porrail of rice
and the Filipino. CAO Thomas
delivered remarks at the opening
caremony. He noted that this exhibit plays
an advacacy role in publicizing the Banaue
Rice Terraces and the urgant need for local
and international support to keep this Waorld
Heritage site from deteriorating

PAO Speaks in U.E, Forum

The College of Arls and Sciences of the
University of the East (U.E ) hosted a farum
on “The Crisis in Iraq: U.S. Policy and the
Implications for the Philippines” on March |
6. The seventh of the collega’s lecture
series on conlemporary Issues, the forum
lealured PAO Ronald J. Past, Mr. Victoriano
M. Lecaros, spokesperson of (he
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