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The Technical College for the Deaf (TCD) at Tianjin University of Technology (TUT) was China's
first technical institution of higher learning for the students who are deaf or hard-of-hearing. The
forerunner of TCD, which was set up and began enrolling students in 1991, was the Special Educa-
tion Department of TUT. Approved by the State Council, Ministry of Education and China National
Federation For the Disabled People, TCD was formally established on November 5, 1997.

TCD offers four-year bachelor programs and three-year diploma programs in computer science
and technology and art design (garment design). At present, 153 deaf students from twenty provinces,
municipalities and autonomous regions are studying in these programs. The faculty of 18 full-time
and 6 part-time staff includes eight professors and associate professors.

TCD is committed to providing a comprehensive studying environment designed to promote
educational opportunities for the deaf students, and to assist them to develop their basic skills,
knowledge, attitudes and values needed to pursue successful careers in a rapidly changing world.
The curriculum emphasizes the necessary basic theory and knowledge, while practical skill training
is designed to develop students' basic skills. The University provides equal opportunities for the deaf
students and let them to communicate with the hearing students and be back to the main stream. All
the instructors use Chinese Sign Language, natural language, multimedia technology and other
latest instruction technology to teach. All these methods would greatly help to achieve the instruction
goal.

Since 1991, TCD has trained more than 300 deaf graduates among whom are working as
teachers, technicians, IT engineers, manufacturing workers and individual businessmen. The gradu-
ates have become very successful in their careers. The College has achieved a good fame in the
area of deaf education. Some outstanding graduates work in the government offices and serve as
local disabled people organization leadership. There are lots of coverage of their stories in various
medias.

TCD has established international school relationships with National Technical Institute for the
Deaf (NTID) at Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT), USA and Tsukuba College of Technology
(TCT), Japan. TCD is one of the four partners of Pacific Education Network program for students who
are deaf or hard-of-hearing (PEN-International). PEN-International is funded by a grant from The
Nippon Foundation of Japan to NTID. PEN-International has funded to set up multimedia laboratory
and ISDN videoconference system in TCD. Thirteen faculty members have visited and received
instruction methodology training in NTID. Ten TCD students goodwill ambassadors have visit TCT
and NTID in May 2002. NTID and TCT students have visit Tianjin in November 2001. All these activi-
ties have provided good opportunity for the faculty and students to communicate to each other and
introduce special higher educationin China to the whole world.

TCD has won various kinds of prizes in the academig field. In 2000, TCD was awarded as one of
the best units which have made great contributions in the Ninth five-year-plan. In November 2001, the
research project of “ Building an Unique Deaf Higher Educ Uo Program” won the second-class
frlze ef:natlonaliexcellent teachlngPJIh|evements anq tl% first prize qf Tianjin higher education
eaching achlev'emegts 1l
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Course Description
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Computer Science and Technology

This is a four-year program offering a BS degree in computer engineer-
ing with a concentration in software engineering. This concentration targets
the graduate to develop complex software systems. The curriculum is identi-
cal to that of the regular BS degree program in computer engineering.

Main courses: basic introduction courses, Mathematics, digital electro
circuit, C language, computing theory, Foundations of Discrete Math, database,
software engineering, multimedia technology, AutoCAD, Computer Engineer-
ing Design Projects, flash design, LAN technology, internet technology. ,

Costume Design and Engineering

This is a four-year program offering a BE degree in art design technology
with a concentration in costume design. The concentration targets the gradu-
ate to develop creative talent and to be trained to become a professional artist
requires various kinds of computer-based and traditional art skills. The pro- .
gram for students who wish to develop these skills and enter the field directly 1
or continue on for further studies.

Main courses: basic introduction courses, Perspective Drawing, Con-
cepts of Computer Graphics, History of costume design, fashionable dress
creativity, costume plastic arts costume Design, CAD, Web Design,
somatology, clothing materials, solid cut, plate making, paper module lengthen
and shorten.
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Students Activities
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(PEN-International)

PEN-International
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http://www. tjut. edu. cn
http://www. tutd. net




