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International Participants:
PEN-International Signing Ceremony

Professor Bao, Guodong
Director, Tianjin Technical College for the Deaf
Tianjin University of Technology (China)

Professor Bao was educated as a physicist. From 1970 until 1991, he served on the
faculty of Tianjin Normal University. He joined Tianjin University of Technology in

1991 and served as deputy dean of the faculty. In 1993, Professor Bao was appointed
director of the Education School at the university. He served in that post until 1998 when
he was appointed director of Tianjin Technical College for the Deaf at the university.
Professor Bao is a member of the China Special Education Committee and is a standing
member of the Tianjin Federation of the Deaf. He has received numerous local and
national awards for his service to people who are deaf. He has written numerous articles
in the field of deaf education.

Dr. Fedorov, Igor
Rector, Bauman Moscow State Technical University (Russia)

Since 1991, Dr. Fedorov has served as rector of the premiere scientific and technological
university in Russia. He is an engineer by training and his area of specialization is over-
the-horizon radiolocation and multi-positional radar systems. Dr. Fedorov serves as:
member of the Scientific Council at the Russian Security Council of the Ministry of
Industry, Science and Technology; chairman of the Moscow and Moscow-Region
Rector’s Council; and, president of the Association of Russian Technical Universities.
Dr. Federov received the Russian Federation President’s Prize in 1998 for contributions
to engineering and scientific education. He has authored over 150 scientific publications
and presentations.

Professor Li, Jun
President, Tianjin University of Technology (China)

Professor Li was appointed president of Tianjin University of Technology in 1999. He is
a precision engineer who worked for ten years in domestic enterprises prior to joining
academia. From 1981 through 1998, he held various posts at Tianjin University of Light
Industry serving as dean of the Automation Department, assistant to the president and
finally as vice president of the university. Professor Li has taught widely and conducted
major research in sensor and testing technology for which he has received
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Mr. Utagawa, Reizo
Executive Director, The Nippon Foundation (Japan)

Mr. Utagawa has been managing trustee of The Nippon Foundation of Japan since 1995.
Prior to joining The Foundation he was executive board member and distinguished fellow
of the Institute for International Policy Studies in Japan (from 1988 until 1995). Mr.
Utagawa started a career in journalism as Washington correspondent for Mainichi
Newspaper in 1969. Eventually, Mr. Utagawa became executive managing editor of the
paper (1986). From 1984 to 1987, Mr. Utagawa also served as a member of the Prime
Minister of Japan’s Advisory Committee on Taxation. Mr. Utagawa was trained as an
economist. He has been a member of the Japanese National Press Club and the Foreign
Correspondents Club of Japan since 1973.

RIT Participants: PEN-International Signing Ceremony

Dr. Davila, Robert R.
RIT Vice President for NTID
CEO for NTID

Dr. Davila has led NTID since 1996 when he joined RIT as vice president and CEO for
NTID. Among his many leadership responsibilities prior to coming to RIT, Dr. Davila
was: assistant secretary for Education in the administration of President George H.-W.
Bush; vice president for Gallaudet University; and, superintendent of the New York
School for the Deaf. Dr. Davila is one of only two people who has also served as
president of the three major organizations for deaf education in the USA.: Conference of
Educational Administrators Serving the Deaf, Convention of American Instructors of the
Deaf; and, Council on Education of the Deaf. Dr. Davila is the recipient of numerous
honors and awards and has published widely in the field of deafness.

Dr. DeCaro, James J.
Professor

Director, PEN-International
NTID at RIT

Dr. DeCaro is the immediate past dean for NTID, a post he held for 14 academic years
(during that time he served for two academic years as interim CEO). Dr. DeCaro
received his training as a civil engineer and has been involved in the postsecondary
education of deaf students since 1971. He has been a Fulbright senior scholar (Sweden)
and a Rotary Foundation scholar (England). Among his professional activities, Dr.
DeCaro has served on the boards of the American Deafness and Rehabilitation
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