


Minor: American Sign Language and Deaf Cultural Studies (ASLDCS-MN) 				AY 2025-2026
Calendar Type: Semester

Description:
A minor at RIT is a related set of academic courses consisting of no fewer than 15 semester credit hours leading to a formal designation on a student's baccalaureate transcript.

This minor prepares students in the multi-disciplinary study of American Sign Language (ASL) and Deaf Cultural Studies (DCS).  It is open to hearing and deaf students enrolled in all bachelor’s degree programs.  Completion of Beginning American Sign Language I (MLAS-201, NASL-180, or NASL-190) or possession of equivalent skill is required for entry to the program.  Courses in the minor address topics in the field of ASL and DCS including the study of ASL and its structure, ASL literature, literature in English pertaining to the D/deaf experience, the history of D/deaf people in America and around the world, Deaf art and cinema, the experience of D/deaf people from racial, ethnic and other minority groups, intersectionality, oppression in the lives D/deaf people, and various political, legal, and educational issues affecting members of D/deaf community.  The minor complements majors in fields such as business, imaging arts and sciences, health sciences, policy studies, professional and technical communication, psychology, and numerous scientific and technical fields.  
	
	
	
	

	Course Number & Title
	CR
	Required
	Prerequisite(s)

	Option 1: For students who are not enrolled in the BS in ASL-English Interpretation:  Students who are not proficient in ASL, as determined by an initial ASL placement score of 0 or 1, must take sufficient introductory ASL coursework to complete Sequence 1a or 1b as well as a sufficient number of courses to complete Sequence 2.  Students who are proficient in ASL, as determined by an initial ASL placement score of 2 or higher, must select courses from Sequence 2 only.  All students must complete five courses for the minor.

Option 2: For students who are enrolled in the BS in ASL-English Interpretation: Students must complete the minor by taking Deaf Cultural Studies courses only.  All courses must be selected from the Deaf Cultural Studies list shown in Sequence 2 and must be different than the one Deaf Cultural Studies course required for the BS degree.  All students must complete at least five courses for the minor.


	Sequence 1a (4-8 credits depending on placement; generally intended for students admitted into an RIT bachelor’s degree.)

	MLAS-201 Beginning American Sign Language I
	4
	
	Score of 0 on RIT Language Placement Exam

	MLAS-202 Beginning American Sign Language II
	4
	
	Score of 1 on RIT Language Placement Exam or MLAS-201 or (C or better in NASL-180 or NASL-190) or equivalent course.

	Sequence 1b (4-8 credits depending on placement; generally intended for deaf and hard-of-hearing students who have completed NTID NASL course work.)

	NASL-180 New Signers Program, or 

NASL-190 NTID American Sign Language I




	4
	
	NASL-180: NTID-supported students with an RIT Language Placement Exam score of 0.

NASL-190: NTID-supported students who have completed NASL-180 or equivalent course with a grade of C- or D or who have an RIT Language Placement Exam score of 0

	NASL-200 NTID American Sign Language II
	4
	
	NTID-supported students who have completed NASL-180 or NASL-190 or equivalent course with a minimum grade of C or better or who have an RIT Language Placement Exam score of 1.

	Sequence 2: To complete the minor, students must take a sufficient number of additional courses depending on academic major and initial ASL placement score.  At least one course must be at the 300+ level.
· Students not in the BS in ASL-English Interpretation:
· Initial ASL placement score of 0: Choose three of the following ASL and/or Deaf Cultural Studies courses.
· Initial ASL placement score of 1: Choose four of the following ASL and/or Deaf Cultural Studies courses.
· Initial ASL placement score of 2 or higher: Choose five of the following ASL and/or Deaf Cultural Studies courses.
· Students in the BS in ASL-English Interpretation: Choose five courses from the Deaf Cultural Studies list only.


	American Sign Language (ASL) Courses

	MLAS-301 Intermediate American Sign Language I
	3
	
	Score of 2 on RIT Language Placement Exam or MLAS-202 or NASL-200 or INTP-125 or equivalent course.

	MLAS-302 Intermediate American Sign Language II
	3
	
	Score of 3 on RIT Language Placement Exam or MLAS-301 or NASL-210 or INTP-126 or equivalent course.

	MLAS-351 Linguistics of American Sign Language
	3
	
	Minimum score of 4 on RIT Language Placement Exam or successful completion of one of the following courses: MLAS-302 or MLAS-401 or MLAS-402 or INTP-225 or INTP-226 or INTP-325 or INTP-326 or equivalent course.

	MLAS-352 American Sign Language Literature
	3
	
	

	MLAS-401 Advanced American Sign Language I
	3
	
	Score of 4 on RIT Language Placement Exam or MLAS-302 or INTP-225 or equivalent course.

	MLAS-402 Advanced American Sign Language II
	3
	
	Score of 5 on RIT Language Placement Exam or MLAS-401 or INTP-226 or equivalent course.

	NASL-210 NTID American Sign Language III
	4
	
	NTID-supported students who have completed NASL-200 or equivalent course with a minimum grade of C or better or who have an RIT Language Placement Exam score of 2.

	NASL-275 Structure of American Sign Language
	3
	
	NASL-210 or MLAS-301 or MLAS-302 or MLAS-401 or MLAS-402 or equivalent course with a minimum grade of C or better or RIT Language Placement Exam score of 3 or higher.

	NASL-280 Strategies for Teaching Basic American Sign Language
	3
	
	MLAS-302 or MLAS-401 or MLAS-402 or INTP-225 or INTP-226 or INTP-325 or equivalent course or an RIT Language Placement Exam score of 4 or higher.


	Deaf Cultural Studies (DCS) Courses

	ENGL-343 Global Deaf Literature
	3
	
	

	ENGL-417 Deaf Literature
	3
	
	Completion of First Year Writing (FYW) requirement is required prior to enrolling in this class.

	HIST-230 American Deaf History
	3
	
	

	HIST-231 Deaf People in Global Perspective
	3
	
	

	HIST-330 Deafness and Technology
	3
	
	

	HIST-333 Diversity in the Deaf Community
	3
	
	

	HIST-335 Women and the Deaf Community
	3
	
	

	LEAD-203 Foundation of Dialogue: Black Deaf Experiences
	3
	
	LEAD-200 or equivalent course.

	LEAD-306 Leadership in the Deaf Community
	3
	
	

	NASL-230 Beginning Mexican Sign Language
	3
	
	3rd year standing in ASLINT-BS or NTID-supported students and INTP-226 or MLAS-401 or equivalent course.

	NASL-240 Beginning Russian Sign Language
	3
	
	3rd year standing in ASLINT-BS or NTID-supported students and INTP-226 or MLAS-301 or equivalent course.

	NHSS-251 Deaf Culture and Contemporary Civilization 
	3
	
	

	NHSS-260 Deaf People and Civil Rights
	3
	
	

	NHSS-275 Visual Expression of Deaf Culture
	3
	
	

	PRFN-214 Appreciation of Artistic Sign Language
	3
	
	MLAS-301 or INTP-126 or NASL-200 or equivalent course or a minimum score of 3 on the ASL placement exam.

	PRFN-314 ASL Musicality
	3
	
	PRFN-214 or equivalent course

	SOCI-240 Deaf Culture in America
	3
	
	

	VISL-440 Deaf Art & Cinema
	3
	
	

	WGST-335 Women and the Deaf Community
	3
	
	

	Total Credit Hours
	15
	
	



	Students Ineligible to Take Minor

	n/a




Change Log
	Effective Term
	Curriculum Modification(s)

	2241
	Addition of numerous NASL courses; LEAD-203, -306; NHSS-260; PRFN-214, -314; Added ENGL-343 and WGST-335 for consistency with how AAR is currently programmed.  Removed HIST-431.

	2231
	Update pre-reqs, remove course, updated subject

	2211
	New addition to the table
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