


Immersion: American Sign Language and Deaf Cultural Studies (ASLDCS-IM)			AY 2025-2026
Calendar Type: Semester

Description: An Immersion is a set of three (9-12 credits) related general education courses in a focused area linked by a theme or discipline. Please give a brief description of this Immersion and indicate its area of focus.

The ASL and Deaf Cultural Studies immersion prepares students in the multi-disciplinary study of American Sign Language and Deaf Culture. Open to hearing and Deaf students, courses address topics in the field of ASL and Deaf Cultural Studies, including the study of ASL and its structure, ASL literature, literature in English pertaining to Deaf experiences, the history of Deaf people in the U.S. and around the world, Deaf art and cinema, the experience of Deaf people from racial, ethnic, and other underrepresented groups, intersectionality, oppression in the lives of Deaf people, and various political, legal, and educational issues affecting members of Deaf communities
	
	
	
	

	Course Number & Title
	CR
	Required
	Prerequisite(s)

	ENGL-417 Deaf Literature
	3
	
	Completion of First Year Writing (FYW) requirement 

	HIST-230 American Deaf History
	3
	
	

	HIST-231 Deaf People in Global Perspective
	3
	
	

	HIST-330 Deafness and Technology
	3
	
	

	HIST-333 Diversity in the Deaf Community
	3
	
	

	HIST-335 Women and the Deaf Community
	3
	
	

	LEAD-203 Foundation of Dialogue: Black Deaf Experiences
	3
	
	LEAD-200 or equivalent course.

	LEAD-306 Leadership in the Deaf Community
	3
	
	

	MLAS-201 Beginning American Sign Language I
	4
	
	Score of 0 on RIT Language Placement Exam

	MLAS-202 Beginning American Sign Language II
	4
	
	Score of 1 on RIT Language Placement Exam or MLAS-201 or C or better in NASL-180 or NASL-190 or equivalent course.

	MLAS-301 Intermediate American Sign Language I
	3
	
	Score of 2 on RIT Language Placement Exam or MLAS-202 or NASL-200 or INTP-125 or equivalent course.

	MLAS-302 Intermediate American Sign Language II
	3
	
	Score of 3 on RIT Language Placement Exam or MLAS-301 or NASL-210 or INTP-126 or equivalent course.

	MLAS-351 Linguistics Of American Sign Language 
	3
	
	Minimum score of 4 on RIT Language Placement Exam or successful completion of one of the following courses: MLAS-302 or MLAS-401 or MLAS-402 or INTP-225 or INTP-226 or INTP-325 or INTP-326 or equivalent course.

	MLAS-352 American Sign Language Literature 
	3
	
	

	MLAS-401 Advanced American Sign Language I
	3
	
	Score of 4 on RIT Language Placement Exam or MLAS-302 or INTP-225 or equivalent course.

	MLAS-402 Advanced American Sign Language II
	3
	
	Score of 5 on RIT Language Placement Exam or MLAS-401 or INTP-226 or equivalent course.

	NASL-180 New Signers Program
	4
	
	NTID-supported students with score of 0 on RIT Language Placement Exam.

	NASL-190 NTID American Sign Language I
	4
	
	NTID-supported students who have completed NASL-180 or equivalent with a C- or D or have a score of 0 on RIT Language Placement Exam.

	NASL-200 NTID American Sign Language II
	4
	
	NTID-supported students who have completed NASL-180 or NASL-190 or equivalent with a minimum grade of C or have a score of 1 on RIT Language Placement Exam.

	NASL-210 NTID American Sign Language III
	4
	
	NTID-supported students who have completed NASL-200 or equivalent with a minimum grade of C or have a score of 2 on RIT Language Placement Exam.

	NASL-230 Beginning Mexican Sign Language
	3
	
	NTID-supported students or third year standing in ASLINT-BS and completion of INTP-226 or MLAS-401 or equivalent course.

	NASL-240 Beginning Russian Sign Language
	3
	
	NTID-supported students or third year standing in ASLINT-BS and completion of INTP-226 or MLAS-301 or equivalent course.

	NASL-275 Structure of American Sign Language
	3
	
	NASL-210 or MLAS-301 or MLAS-302 or MLAS-401 or MLAS-402 or equivalent with a grade of C or better or RIT Language Placement Exam score of 3 or higher.

	NHSS-251 Deaf Culture and Contemporary Civilization 
	3
	
	

	NHSS-275 Visual Expression of Deaf Culture
	3
	
	

	PRFN-214 Appreciation of Artistic Sign Language
	3
	
	MLAS-301 or INTP-126 or NASL-200 or equivalent course or a minimum score of 3 on the ASL placement exam.

	PRFN-314 ASL Musicality
	3
	
	PRFN-214 or equivalent course

	SOCI-240 Deaf Culture in America
	3
	
	

	VISL-440 Deaf Art & Cinema
	3
	
	



Additional Information: Students in the ASL-English Interpretation (ASLINT-BS) major may only pursue the immersion with an emphasis on Deaf Cultural Studies.  They cannot apply NASL-180, NASL-190, NASL-200, NASL-210, MLAS-201, MLAS-202, MLAS-301, MLAS-302, MLAS-401, or MLAS-402  towards the immersion because such courses are closely related to their major.  Further, for ASLINT-BS students, the courses taken for this immersion must be different from the one Deaf Cultural Studies elective course used to fulfill the Deaf Cultural Studies requirement for their major.   

	

	Students Ineligible to Take This Immersion

	n/a



Change Log
	Effective Term
	Curriculum Modification(s)

	2241
	Addition of numerous NASL courses; LEAD-203, -306; NHSS-260; PRFN-214, -314

	2231
	Removed courses, updated Pre-req

	2211
	New addition to the table
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