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Who	are	you?



What	is	the	DHHVAC?
• Deaf	STEM	Community	Alliance
• Only	Alliance	specifically	for	D/HH	students

• Supported	by	the	National	Science	Foundation,	
HRD	#1127955
• Multi-year	project	(Sept	2011- Aug	2017)
• Now	in	our	5th year
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Challenges	Addressed	
by	the	Alliance

• Need	to	add	more	STEM	graduates
• Broaden	participation	of	underrepresented	groups	
in	STEM,	especially	those	with	disabilities,	and,	in	
particular,	those	who	are	deaf	or	hard-of-hearing
• Create	more	cohesive	cyber	learning	resources	for	
students,	faculty,	and	support	service	providers
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Goal	and	Objectives
• Goal:

Create	a	model virtual	academic	community	to	increase	
the	graduation	rates	of	postsecondary	D/HH	STEM	
majors	in	the	long	term
• Iterative	and	incremental	(Cockburn,	2008)

• Iterative	– testing	what	works	and	revising	what	doesnʼt
• Incremental	– building	model	in	stages	instead	of	all	at	once



Goal	and	Objectives

Objectives

1)	Document	and	disseminate	a	description	of	the	process	
of	creating	a	model	VAC	for	replication

2)	Increase	the	GPAs	and	retention	rates	of	D/HH	students	
in	STEM	majors
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Tutoring Models

Model	1:
Same	Vicinity:

Professional	Tutors	&	
Students

Model	2:
Different	Vicinities:
Grad	Students	Tutors	

and	Students

Model	3:
Different	Vicinities:
Adjunct	Tutors	+	

Students

Model	4:
Same	Vicinity:

Undergrad	Student	
Tutors	&	Students



What	are	the	characteristics	of	a
good	tutor?

Tutor

Willing	 to	learn	
technology

Communication	
skills

InterestTeaching	skills

Content	
knowledge



What	happens	during	tutoring?



What	are	the	benefits	and	
challenges?

Work	from	any	location
Extended	tutoring	hours	
&	availability
Professional	development
Scholarship
Access	to	qualified	tutors

Institutional	policies
Incentives	&	budget
Recruitment
Participation



What	would	my	role	be?
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Contact	Us!
Rebecca	Murray,	

Virtual	Academic	Community	Manager
rlmasc@rit.edu

Lisa	Elliot,	Principal	Investigator
lisa.elliot@rit.edu



Thank	you	for	attending	our	presentation!


