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DEAF LITERATURE’S 
TRANSFORMATIVE IMPACT 

ON COGNITION 



Our Primary Texts 

2 novels, 1 play, 1 
semi-graphic novel, 

1 film 

Tribes 
coming soon 
to NTID’s 
Robert F. 
Panara 
Theatre! (Feb. 
4-7)   



LITERATURE &  
INFORMATION PROCESSING 

Information processing routines: 
1. Expectations 
2. Attention  
3. Inferences 
4. Suppositions  
 



A FEW STEREOTYPES & SOME COUNTER-
EXEMPLARS  



Required Readings 
¡  “Understanding Harry Potter :  Paral lels  to the Deaf World” by Todd Czubek and 

Janey Greenwald.   Journal  of  Deaf Studies and Deaf Education  
¡  “World of  Si lence and Not Listening:  ‘Tr ibes, ’  by Nina Raine,  at  the Barrow Street 

Theater”  by Ben Brantley.  The New York Times  
¡  “Brian Selznick is  ‘Wonderstruck’  by Novel  and Movie” by Bob Minzesheimer.   USA 

Today  
¡  “ ‘Hugo’s author’s  latest  leaves readers ‘Wonderstruck’”  by Christ ian DuChateau.   

CNN  
¡  “Explor ing the ‘Hearing Line' :  Deafness,  Laughter,  and Mark Twain” by 

Christopher Krentz in Disabi l i ty  Studies:  Enabl ing the Humanit ies  
¡  “ Introduction.”    Writ ing Deafness:  The Hearing Line in Nineteenth-Century 

American Literature  by Christopher Krentz 
¡  “ Introduction.”  Visual  Culture:  An Introduction  by John A .  Walker and Sarah 

Chapl in 
¡  Select ions from A Shor t  Guide to Writ ing About Fi lm  by Timothy Corr igan 
¡  Select ions from The World is  a Text:  Writ ing,  Reading and Thinking about Visual  

and Popular Culture  by Jonathan Si lverman and Dean Rader 
¡  Select ions from Practices of  Looking:  An Introduction to Visual  Culture  by Marita 

Sturken and Lisa Car twright 
¡  Select ions from Literary Theory:  A Very Shor t  Introduction by Jonathan Cul ler  

such as:  “What is  Theory?”;  “Literature and Cultural  Studies” and “What Is  
Literature and Does i t  Matter?” 

¡  Select ions from Crit ical  Theory Today:  A User-Fr iendly Guide  by Lois Tyson such 
as “Everything You Wanted to Know about Theory But Were Afraid to Ask” 



¡  1. audism 
¡  2. dysconscious audism  
¡  3. Deaf vs deaf,  or the sociocultural view on being Deaf vs the pathological,  

medical view on deafness as hearing-impairment/hearing loss. (See the 2 
dictionary definit ions that I  l ink to in the blog post) .  

¡  4. Deafnicity,  or Deaf ethnicity 
¡  5. Deafhood: the process of discovering one’s Deaf identity;  i ts opposite 

would be deafness (from Paddy Ladd’s Understanding Deaf Culture: In Search 
of Deafhood )  

¡  6. Sign Language Peoples (SLPs) 
¡  7. hearing privi lege 
¡  8. hearing hegemony; definit ion of hegemony 
¡  9. ideology of abil ity 
¡  10. the hearing l ine 
¡  11. Children of Deaf Adults (CODAs);  Kids of Deaf Adults (KODAs);  Sibl ings of 

Deaf Adults (SODAs);  Deaf of Deaf Adults (DODA)–this acronym describes me 
as I ’m a Deaf person with Deaf parents. The most commonly known acronym 
in this l ist  is CODA although I ’ve seen the other three used as well .  

¡  12. compulsory hearing (from Kristen Harmon’s ar ticle:  “Deaf Matters:  
Compulsory Hearing and Abil ity Trouble”) 

¡  13. hearingness 
¡  14. Deaf-centric;  for a straightforward definit ion, see this blog post 
¡  15. hearing-centric/phonocentric 

Critical Concepts and Terms from Deaf Studies 



THE “HEARING LINE” AND READING 
THROUGH A DEAF LENS 



UNDERSTANDING HARRY 
POTTER: PARALLELS TO 

THE DEAF WORLD  

Todd A. Czubek and Janey 
Greenwald (2005) Journal of 
Deaf Studies and Deaf 
Education 



¡  “It was very interesting to me how quickly I made that parallel 
once I was decidedly reading Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone through a Deaf lens” (Cohen, Week 11). 

¡   When we first received the assignment of Harry Potter as a 
book we were going to be reading, I didn’t understand how it 
fit into the other curriculum. But now, after reading […] 
Understanding Harry Potter: Parallels to the Deaf World, and 
the video in class on Tuesday, I see without a doubt the 
connection between Harry  Potter and the Deaf community. 
(Faith, Week 11).  

PAIRING THE UNFAMILIAR “HEARING LINE” 
WITH THE FAMILIAR: HARRY POTTER 



¡  The most important thing that I have learned from this class is 
a new perspective.  Part of this is the ability to look through 
different pieces of  literature through a Deaf lens. Although I 
had been exposed to Deaf culture beforehand, I had never 
read anything through a Deaf lens the way that we did with 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.  I really enjoyed getting 
to take something that I had read several times and read it 
again in a completely dif ferent way. Another aspect of this 
new  perspective is how to read almost everything as a text. 
[…] This class really has given me a new perspective on how I 
look at books and movies and other “texts”, and I will not 
forget that. (Week 14) 

TRANSFORMATIVE IMPACTS 





BIAS CORRECTION 

Value in self as a deaf person:  



EMPATHETIC UNDERSTANDING 

Emotions + changed ways of seeing= new allies 



INFORMATION PROCESSING & PERCEPTION 

Dismantling 
harmful 
ideologies & 
new lenses  



TRANSFORMATIVE POTENTIAL 

Career 
changes: 



INTERROGATING AUDIST IDEOLOGIES 

Valuing hypothetical Deaf babies:  



BIAS CORRECTION 

Rocking (mental) worlds:  



¡  Feedback and questions welcome  

rcmdls@rit.edu  
 
Literature, Visual Culture, Deaf Studies blogs: 
Spring 2014: 
http://sites.utexas.edu/litblogs/ 
 
AND 
 
Fall 2014:  
http://sites.utexas.edu/litblog/  

THANKS FOR WATCHING! 


