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Becky Simmons and Jody Sidlauskas, RIT Archivists



mailto:jxnwml@rit.edu
mailto:raswml@rit.edu
mailto:jaswml@rit.edu

EE—.

INTRODUCTION

NTID History
* Deaf Organizations

P PR

tion
 Theater and Film
Visual Arts
. Poetry and Literature
Pf QHU(( \/
. Perlodlcals
Deaf and Holocaust

* For More Informatlon

The Waface Cenger,
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NTID HISTORY

* Founding of NTID
* NTID Groundbreaking

* NTID Community
* NTID Alumni

The Waface Cenger,
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DEAF ORGANIZATIONS

 Deaf Women of Rochester

* Empire State Association of the Deaf

* Rochester TTY Organization

OF,/ ROCHESTER

» National Fraternal Society of the Deaf



http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/html/RITDSA.0006.html
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/html/RITDSA.0025.html

Empire State Association of the Deaf

Celebratmg the 1 50 years qudvocacy and nghts
of Deaf People and Many More Years to Come!

October 1-4, 2015

Embassy Suite Hotel Syracuse
6646 Old Collamer Road South
East Syracuse NY 13057

2015 ESAD Conference Sche
Thursetay, October 1*
200FM - S00PM - Board Meeting

Fritiay, October 2
900 AM

AM - 10:15.AM - Workshop #1
N A

i tn-Te mm“‘mﬂ i | Early-bird Combo (Wor Kehops, Mestings, Membsrship, & Banqust)
330 AM - 500 PM - Workshop #2 o $65 (Deadiine: September 1%

Late-bird Combo (Warkshaps,
$70 (Deadline: Septemby

ngs, Membership, & Banguet)

Saurday, O ctober 3°
M - G5 AN - Workshop #3
' 10:00AM - 11:30PM - Town Hall#2

anquet O
100 PM - 430 PM - Generd Me BanqustOnly

545 (Deadline: September 2

25

Mo exceptions)
1 00 PM

and Mermbership for bath days H

Warkshope, m
§25% September 25™, $30 at door)

Conference Application can be foun H

Ml Your checks 1o this atdress bel !
e Asso \n' the Deaf P
1, Tonawanda, NY 14 i

Sunday, October 4° esad.org
' 00

AM - 1200 PM - New Board Meeting

: Ay I ot A // eoz,;,“m,(;_ Ve ' o ——

GROUP CODE: ESA

Foi rm:
W /%MLL,« Forrasavation, contact at | p—
Q’ @ 1 3154463200
ey b S 720 % A | Margie Lundy
. 7 it | Witpaemmbassyauite hton comiensskroupspersonalze
! ISISYROWES-ESA
ﬁ”’zo—ﬁ‘% M #. ? P A W WW ' 2015100 lindex trod PWT =P

m“ﬁ((m%

Aditional information about the Gonference tself will be shared soon!



http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/EmpireStateAssociationOfTheDeafCollection.pdf
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EDUCATION

* Ahira Webster Diary-1859
* 'Epee and Deaf Mutes Banquets
* Tripod School and Films

The Wa((ace Center.
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Ahira Webster Diary

e The Ahira Webster papers includes a diarv from 1849-50. with
dailv entries describina Webster's life at the New York Institute
for the Deaf and news of events and peoble in the United States

durina this period. particularly about events preceding the
American Civil War.

Also included is a brief bioaraphv of Ahira Georae Webster. a
June 15. 1899 issue of Deaf-Mutes Journal, the 1849 Annual
Report and Documents of the New-York Institution for the

Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb, and a photocopied portrait
of Webster.

The Waface Cenger,


https://library.rit.edu/depts/archives/sites/library.rit.edu.depts.archives/files/Ahira_Webster_diary.pdf

PEEMITES: JOURNAL.
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'Epee Medal and Deaf Mutes Banquet

Tricentenaire de la naissance
de I’Abbé de I'Epée

Bon de commande

Médaille commémorative
frappée par la Monnaie de Paris
réalisée par Renée Mayot
diamétre : 63mm, bronze Florentin,




Deaf Mutes Banquet







DEAF ROCHESTER

THEATRE AND FILM

 Robert Panara’s Collections

* Newby Ely’s Deaf Film Collection

* Bernard Bragg’s Collection
 NTID Drama Club

* NTID Performing Arts

* Lights On! Rochester Deaf Theatre
* National Theater of the Deaf

e Australian Theater of the Deaf
 Deaf Rochester Film Fests

D E AF theatre

A

LEGHTS ON!


http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/html/RITDSA.0029.html
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/BernardBraggcollection.pdf
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/html/RITDSA.0030.html
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/NTIDtheatreproductionsphotographs.pdf
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/LightsOnDeafTheatreRecords.pdf
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/NationalTheatreOfTheDeafAnnualReportsAndPlayersGuides.pdf
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/ShannonBradfordPapers.pdf
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/DeafRochesterFilmFestivalCollection.pdf

Robert F. Panara

Have his Gallaudet
undergraduate papers, many
photos, his involvement with
The Advisory Board for NTID,
the Drama Club, NTD, and
more. Look at Harry Lang’s
collection on Robert Panara
as he wrote a book about him.

Tr:a'n:.l'u'ng
from the
Heart

THE
ROBERT F

PANARA

STOHRY
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A TRIBUTE TO -

BOB PANARA

Q

Shame came

out of the

a mighty motion picture experience... touch it... sense it... feel if...
you can’t
forget it!

shadows and
changed a
young girls life!

I H‘ F‘HH\ ]AGNES MOOREHEAD - STEPHEN McNALLY
[ILLY 1 INTUNU oo o JEAN NEGULESCO - rrsces w JERRY WALD ==



DEAF
PLAYERS’ GUIDE
1982-1983

A nationwide directory of talented deaf performers
for Stage, Screen and Television

Published by

The National Theatre of the Deaf

Third Edition




THE
NATIONAL
THEATRE
OF THE
DEAF
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SIGN POETRY AND LITERATURE

; bina
_erners ASL Poetry Collection T
Robert Panara Video Collection {H

Robert Panara Deaf Literature Collection C EiLJ L A R
N |



http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/MiriamLernercollectionofDeafpoetryandliteraturevideotapesanddvds.pdf
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/RobertPanaradeafvideocollection.pdf
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/RobertPanaraliteraturecollection.pdf

DEAF WRITERS

PQETRY

It is generallylagreed that Poetry is the oldest of all
literary genres and the first to be given expression in writing.
Almost the same can be said of the literary achievement of deaf
people inasmuch as the first writers on record who produced
works of genuine merit were the French poets, Pierre Ronsard
and Joachim du Bellay.

If Italy was the cradle of the sonnet form during the Renais-
sance, it was France that gave birth to the first deaf poet to
carry on this tradition and influence future sonneteers. This
was Pierre de Ronsard (1522-1585) who was aptly named "The Prince
of Poets" by his literary peers and admirers, among them the three
kings of France whom he served and their enemy royalties--Mary
Queen of Scots and Queen Elizabeth I of England.

Ironically, it first appeared that Ronsard was destined for
a life of political action because of his birth and breeding,
his good looks and personality. A serious illness at the age
of 16, however, caused severe deafness for several years and then

left him hard of hearina for the rest of his life. It forced him

-

We have Robert Panara’s
papers from his Gallaudet
days, his MA thesis, and
we think we have his
dissertation work from
Catholic University
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DEAF VISUAL ARTS

* Deaf Artists from the NTID Community
* International Deaf Artists
* National Deaf Artists
* Famous Deaf Artists
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VISTAPHONE

Vista phone: 15" Videophone!
Stromberg-Carlson company
in Rochester—used a TV and
phone lines to create a
videophone in the late 1960s




R EEEEEE——

VISTAPHONE AT NTID

 Communication limited to VISTAPHONE users

* NTID had 29 of these VISTAPHONES

* Phased outin the early 1970s....too expensive

* Samuel Holcomb retrieved two of the VISTAPHONES
* We have articles about this VISTAPHONE

The Waface Cenger,



DR HARRY LANG AND FIRSTTTY MODEM
Dr. Robert Weitbrecht and James C. Marsters

'« i




TTY MODEM: THREE DEAF MEN

Dr. James Marsters, Dentist

Robert Weitbrecht, Physicist

Andrew Saks, Engineer




Paul and Sally Taylor

1St TTY Prototype in

St. Louis. Involved with
TTY repairs, relay service,
and donated materials
Related to TTY history.

&



| EE BRODY TTY COL L ECTION

 (Collection of TTY eauibpment. business records. posters. and
awards relatina to telecommunications pioneer Lee Brodv. TTY
phones allow the deaf to use the phone to communicate.

 He started a non-profit companv called Phone-TTY. He souaht out
donations of teletypewriters, which he would refurbish with
modemes.

* He developed the world’s first Braille TTY used by the Deaf Blind to
communicate by phone.

* His companv also desianed assistive devices. includina doorbell
and phone ringing light signalers and wake up devices.

Telephone
Typewriter
(TTY)

The Waface Cenger,
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LEE BRODY COLLECTION

 The collection includes records of Phone
TTY and vibrator signaler used with the
Helen Keller Tactile Communicator

* Correspondence with utilities and patents
* Various models of TTY couplers
* PocketTTY

« Company records include correspondence,
invoices, logo artwork, and advertisements

* Thereis a Braille tape from the Braille TTY

The Waface Cenger,



TELETYPEWRITER helps the Rev. Roger Pickering
Telephone-like instrument, a coupler-converter, is part of communications

system designed for deaf.

The Deaf Listen With Their Eyes

The ‘P_hone Call Rings
" With a Flashing Light

By STEPHANIE GEORGE

WHEN the Rev. Roger
Pickering gets a phone call,
he doesn’t pick up the receiv-
er and start to talk. He takes
the receiver off the hook; sits
down at a teleypewriter,
reads the message and types
his reply.

He is one of the growing
number of deaf persons who
are part of a communications
system designed specifically
for them.

Mr. Pickering, vicar of All
Souls Church for the Deaf, 19
S. 10th which is 2 mission at
St. Stephen’s Church, ex-
plained how the system
works.

Teletypewriters or teletypes,
the machines found in the
stock market, brokerage
houses and newspaper news-
tooms, are used. Functioning
on an ordinary telephone wire,
a teletypewriter is connscted
with a highly sound sensitive

telephone instrument, a cou-
pler converter.

Messages sent on through
the typewriter keyboard of
the teletypewriter are picked
up as high frequency elec:
trical impulses by the con-
verter, which changes these
electrical signals into sounds,
enabling them to travel over
ordinary phone lines.

At the other station, as a
teletypewriter-converter = sys-
tem is called, a flashing light
signals the *‘called” party
that there is a message for
him. He .goes to his tele-
typewriter, reads the message
and types his reply.

L] L] .

THIS system was developed
by a deaf engineer Robert
Weitbrecht in 1964 for easy
communication among deaf
people. It was first used in
the Philadelphia area in the
fall of 1970.

Mr. Pickering said that it

talk” with others.

enables the deaf to be more
selfsufficient without having
to get a neighbor to telephone
someone for them, or having
to drive great distances to
communicate with a friend,

The vicar, president of a
non-profit organization, the
Delaware Valley Tele-Com.
munications for the Deaf,
DVTCD, has two tele
typewriter stations in his
‘home and one at All Souls’ of-
fices.

. L[] .
' DELAWARE Valley Tele-
communications for the Deaf
was begun in fall 1970 by Mr.
Pickering, the current presi-
dent.

DVTCD's purpose, according
to its by-laws, is fo furnish
teletype machines for the deaf
lo communicate, provide for
their servicing, familiarize
deaf and hearing people with
teletypewriters and to have
established,  “‘public  tele-

typewriters at pertinent loca-
tions such as the Bell Tele-
phone Co.; police stations;
airport; bus depots — and

LiL KL 1
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CAPTION DECODERS




Deaf Mutes Win Spurs

On Production Front

Toledo—A “silent army” uflﬁﬂ
deaf mutes have joined the battle

of production here.

Thev're helping Willys-Uverland
turn out jeeps, shells, and other
war weapons, thus releasing phys-
ically fit men for the armed serv-
ices. These workers assemble jeep
parts, operate lathes, inspect bullet
cores and perform a varied nom-
ber of othe war jobs in a manner
which has won high praise from
company prodoction experts.

“We find” Joseph W, Frazer,
president, explained, “that physi-

cally

handicapped = men
splendid production zoldiers.”

make

e

B WORLD'S MOST POPULAR NEWSPAPER OF THE DEAF

PERIODICALS

' ASL ranch proposed to meet needs of convent

| Eye Festival project would provide
. total accessibility for conferences,
| tournaments, camping and retreats

; By Diane Plassey Gutierrez

largest Deaf exposition in the couniry, the ASL Festi-
val. At this festival, EFTC outlined the features the
ASL Ranch concept.
This would house deaf conferences, conventions,
: 1 teaini g

retreats an:

The design s to be barrier-freeand totally visually
1

foral dees, It will contain indoor and
text ing and tel i

4

LOS ANGELES - The concept of a y d
conference and training center thatisaccessible to alt
‘ deaf people sited just outside Los Angeles was an-
nounced at the November, 1934 ASL Festival held in
Pomona, California-
| Fund raising with a long-term goal of $2 million to
purchase the site began this year by the Eye Festival
‘ Training Center, Ine. A non-profit corporation
founded in 1988, it b f izl th

devices, situated in a semi-rural area accessible by
freeway in Southern California,

As a permanent facility, it would also welcome
participation by hearing people.

Presently, organizations of the deaf hold conven-
tions in existing hotel and convention facilities. Al-
though the Americans with Disabilities Actrequires
them to provide accommodations for the hearing

impaired, it only require
or facilities be equi
deaf attendees atlargega
selves without these dev
out. Thus, a separate f
aim of total accessibility

Thelate Rick Rogers, 1
atEyeFestival, was instrt
Festival and developingt
Donations are being acce
Funds are being deposi
bearing account for the
Ranch project.

For further informatic
4717 Laurel Canyon Bh
wood, CA 91607-3944.

Deaf Rochester News

February
1997

PREMIERE ISSUE

of the Deaf & Hard of Hearing Community
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DEAF HOLOCAUST AND WW I

Deaf Japanese Studﬂntlf

Rejected by Oregon

CRYING
HANDS

EUGENICS AND DEAF PEOPLE
IN \\.ﬂ( ERMANY

Patti Durr Collection
Newby Ely Collection

Includes video interviews
documents and related materials

HORST BI ESOLD

B eeandoint o by Hiemey oo flamcar

There were a dozen or more deaf
Japanese youths in Oregon who
were taken to relocation centers
along with other Japs. These young
people had never attended the State
school at Salem. After being moved
to their new homes, they suddenly
wanted to attend the Salem School
Their request was denied by the
board of econtrol. Superintendent
Marvin Clatterbuck was opposed
to admitting these =students, but
sympathmallsr suggested the gov-
crament provide classes for them
within the relocation centers.



http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/html/RITDSA.0004.html
http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/Inventories/NewbyElyCollectionOnDeafHolocaustSurvivors.pdf
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

RITLIBRARIES

Go to http://library.rit.edu. ALLAC LI RARY. AR COLLE T ON i AR
Click on Search Collections. '
SEARCH COLLECTIONS USE THE LIBRAI

The Waface Cenger,


http://library.rit.edu/

Click on RIT Archives

RITLIBRARIES

WALLACE LIBRARY - CARY COLLECTION - RIT ARCHIVES

SEARCH COLLECTIONS USE THE LIBRARY RESEARCH HELP

RIT Libraries » Search Collections » More ==

B Search Collections

N~

Summon RIT Archives

Discover credible, reliable library content through aj Explore RIT's rich history and special collections

single search such as the RIT Art Collection and Deaf Studies
Archive

The Wa((ace Center. S



https://library.rit.edu/depts/archives/

Finding Aids and Collections

If you want a general idea of what is in
the Deaf Studies Archive, click on
Collections. If you want to browse
specific collections, click on Finding
Aids. We collect documents, objects,
artwork, clothing, newspapers, scripts,
videos, and other related materials.

The \A/A2 /Z?(ﬁf’ f‘;"?r'!f;‘.lr‘

Home

.
'
¥

About

Search Finding Aids

Collections

The Waface Cenger,



https://library.rit.edu/depts/archives/

Finding Aids

R'I'T ARCHIVE COLLECTIONS

Search Our Finding Aids

Search Browse All Search Tips

g aids provide detailed descriptions of archival collections and

i ound information on the history and creators of the materials.
( ions contain a variety of items including letters, reports, memorandums,
o raphs, drawings, printed material, diaries and objects.

Finding aids are available in the following collections:

RIT Archives (of or relating to the history or culture of RIT)

* RIT Art Collection (artwork by faculty, alumni and others)

* RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives (of or relating to the history
and culture of NTID and Deaf community members worldwide)

» RIT Special Collections (important collections not related to RIT)

/

You can click on Browse All to find
the Deaf Studies Archive collections
or if you know what you are
searching for. Type in your keywords
in the search box.

The Waface Cenger,



http://library.rit.edu/findingaids/

Finding Aids

RIT Archives (541)

RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives (84)
RIT Art Collection (82)

RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archive (20)
(10)

RIT Special Collections (7)

RIT Deaf Studies Archive (3)

RIT Art Collections (2)

David Bloch lithograph (1)

David Call linocut (1)

Michael Jolliffe oil pastels (1)

RIT /NTID Dead Studies Archives (1)
RIT Archive Collections (1)

RIT Art Colleciton (1)

RIT Art collection (1)

RIT Deaf Studies Archives (1)
RIT/NTID Archives (1)

RITArchives (1)

Rit Archives (1)

You will see this in the left hand column. Click on
RIT/NTID Deaf Studies Archives to get an idea of what we
have. Note that not all collections have finding aids yet.
Note that there are several Deaf Studies Archive links.

The Waface Cenger,


https://library.rit.edu/findingaids/results.php?q=*:*&more=collection

Some Collection Examples

v FINDING AIDS

Panara, Robert (6)

Lang, Harry G. (5)

Durr, Patricia (4)

Baird, Chuck, 1947-2012 (2)
Brody, Lee (2)

More...

v

National Technical Institute for the Deaf.
(34)

National Technical Institute for the Deaf.
Faculty. (17}

Rochester Institute of Technology — Art
collections. (5)

Mational Theatre of the Deaf. (4)
Australian Theatre of the Deaf. (2)
More...

v

Deaf — New York (State) — Rochester
(30)

Deaf — Means of communication (26)
Deaf artists (25)

Deaf — Education (19)

Deaf college students (19)

More...

v

DVDs (13)
Correspondence (11)

Programs (documents) (9)

WHS (TH) (9)

Clippings (information artifacts) (8)
More.

v

2010 (7)

2000 (28)
1990 (36)
1980 (25)
1970 (22)

More...

NTID Life Histories Project records

1988-2001

3.0 Linear feet (6 document boxes)

Documents pertaining to the NTID Life Histories Project, an online website that offers access to
the personal life stories of everyday deaf Americans. The collection is contained in six boxes
and consists of a variety of materials related to the project including manuscript copies of
Eugene Petersen’s work, You Deaf? Visits With Deaf Americans; planning documents for the
project such as correspondence, professional guidelines, funding requests, and budgeting
materials; correspondence and contractual agreements with interviewees; and video tapes and
floppy disc records of various interviews.

Lights On! Deaf Theatre records

1991-2001

7.75 Linear feet (14 document boxes, 2 lid boxes)

Documents related to the Lights On! Deaf Theatre group, a Rochester based organization
dedicated to deaf theater. The collection contains administrative documents for the organization,
such as bylaws, meeting minutes, and budgeting materials, as well as newsletters and
correspondence. Also included are scripts and materials related to each production, such as
playbills, schedules, floor plans, production notes, photegraphs, and video recordings.

Hational Theatre of the Deaf annual reports and players' guides

1967-1994

0.4 Linear feet (1 document box)

Mational Theatre of the Deaf annual reports and players' guides covers the theatre from 1967 to
1994, Reports include plays performed for that year; biographies of actors, directors, and staff;
images; and in later years, financial information.

Patti Durr collection on Deaf Holocaust Survivors

2000-2009

0.83 Linear feet (1 document box, 1 clamshell box)

Patti Durr's filmed interviews and transcripts she conducted with deaf survivors of the
Holecaust, as well as copies of two fims created from the interviews. Also included are copies
of older interviews conducted by Simen Carmel, former NTID faculty.

Hewby Ely collection on Deaf Holocaust Surviviors

0.83 Linear feet (2 document boxes)

Collection of fimed interviews made by historian Newby Ely, chronicling the experiences of deaf
Holocaust survivors.

NTID-History, Drama Club, Robert Panara collections on Deaf Literature,
Posters, and Videos, Student Life Videos, Harry Lang collection on Robert
Panara, Edmund Booth, biographical work, and NTID History

Deaf School-TRIPOD

Theater-Rochester Deaf Theater, Lights On, National Theater of the Deaf,
Australian Theater of the Deaf, Bernard Bragg

ASL Poetry and Literature- ASL Literature conferences, Lerner ASL Poetry
collection

Deaf Holocaust Survivors-Durr and Newby collections

Deaf Organizations-Deaf Women of Rochester, Empire State Association of the
Deaf, National Fraternal Society

TTY and Videophone- Lee Brody TTY collection, First TTY modem, Vistaphone
Photography and Artwork-Melbourne Spurr, Susan Dupor, Paul Johnston,
Nancy Rourke, Theresa Coughlan, Pamela Witcher, Paula Grcevic, Arnaud
Balard and others

Deaf Rochester Film Fests 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, Deaf Film Posters
Diary-Ahira Webster

The Wa(ace Center

al R-I''T
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CONTACT INFORMATION

» Joan Naturale, Deaf Studies Archive Instructor
Email: JXNWML@rit.edu
Office: 5-1422 Hours: 9-5 or by appointment
Voice/Videophone: 585-286-4635

* Becky Simmons and Jody Sidlauskas, Archivists
Email: RASWML@rit.edu and JASWML @rit.edu
Voice Phone: 585-475-2557 and 585-475-4613

Archives: 5-3660
Hours 9 am-12 pm and 1 pm-4:30 pm

The Waface Cenger,
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