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Tips for Presenting to Deaf or Hard-of-Hearing Audiences 

Are you planning on presenting to an audience that 
will include deaf or hard-of-hearing individuals? 

Would you like to learn about strategies to help 
make your presentation a success? 

These guidelines will help you create a successful 
presentation where all participants can fully benefit 
from the information you share. 

 
 

 

Presenting to deaf/hard-of-hearing audiences requires a sensitivity to Deaf culture and 
an awareness of communication needs. It is important to keep in mind that many 
deaf/hard-of-hearing individuals rely on visual communication methods.  

 
1. Begin your presentat ion wi th an out l ine or  agenda. 
2. Speak at  a moderate pace;  remember,  your words are being interpreted or  transl i terated. 
3. Pause per iodical ly  between topics or  s l ides to give part ic ipants t ime to v iew mater ia ls ,  

ask quest ions,  and engage in d iscussion. 
4. Avoid showing v isual  mater ia ls whi le speaking;  the audience can only focus on one v isual  

source at a t ime. 
5. Speak direct ly  to your audience,  not  to the interpreter  or  your v isual  aids. 
6. Provide clear t ransi t ion cues between topics,  such as “Next,  we’ l l  be ta lk ing about . . . ”  
7. When referr ing to handouts,  media,  or  other mater ia ls,  a l low t ime for  par t ic ipants to 

review them before you cont inue. 
8. Do not  turn your back to the audience whi le speaking.  I f  you need to wr i te on a board,  

pause your speech unt i l  you are again facing the group. 
9. Keep in mind that part ic ipants cannot take notes or engage in act iv i t ies whi le watching 

the interpreter .  
10. Mainta in eye contact wi th your audience to guide attent ion and strengthen your message. 
 

 

Working With Interpreters 
 

Interpreters facilitate communication in both directions: conveying your words to the 
audience and relaying signed questions and comments back to you. Because 
interpreting requires focus and timing, only one person or source of information should 
communicate at a time. Allow adequate time for participants to receive and process the 
interpreted message.  

 
1. The event host  is  responsib le for  ensur ing that  interpreters receive a copy of  your 

presentat ion or  out l ine beforehand to help them prepare. 
2. Introduce yoursel f  to the interpreter  pr ior  to your session. 
3. Posi t ion the interpreter  near the main focus of  at tent ion and ensure that  media and the 

interpreter  are wi th in one l ine of  s ight .  
4. Mainta in a c lear v isual  connect ion between the interpreter  and Deaf part ic ipants. 
5. Stand in one area,  avoid pacing, and do not walk in front  of  the interpreter .  
6. Al low only one person to speak or  s ign at  a t ime. 
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For more tips, watch: Effective Presentations in ASL by Dr. Keith Cagle (https://bit.ly/ntidpresentasl) 

 

Working With Interpreters – Continued from previous page 
 

7. Acknowledge the interpreter(s)  at  the beginning and end of  your presentat ion. 
8. Speak c lear ly  and at  a natural  pace and volume. 
9. Address your audience direct ly  rather  than the interpreter .  
10. Ensure the interpreter is  wel l - l i t  and vis ib le.  I f  the room wi l l  be darkened for  media,  

coordinate wi th the interpreter  and host  to arrange proper l ight ing.  Confirm wi th the 
audience that  the l ight ing is  adequate.   

11. Al low for  a br ief  lag t ime af ter  you speak so Deaf part ic ipants can ful ly  process the 
interpreted informat ion before responding. 

12. Pause between topics or  s l ides to give both the interpreter  and part ic ipants a short  
mental  break. 

13. Repeat audience quest ions before answering to ensure they are interpreted accurately.  
14. Plan short  breaks at least  every hour,  as interpret ing is  physical ly  and mental ly  

demanding. 
15. I f  t ime is  running short ,  do not speak faster—this wi l l  only  reduce comprehension. 
16. Remember that  interpreters fo l low a professional Code of  Ethics and must interpret 

everyth ing that  is  said or  s igned. 

 
 

The event host typically coordinates the technical and logistical setup. Discuss your 
technical and logistical needs with your host well in advance. Since technology can be 
unreliable, do not solely rely on media, equipment, or an internet connection. Even the 
best-laid plans can go awry, so be sure to have a backup plan! 

 
1. Pr ior  to the presentat ion,  inform your host of  any equipment,  room setup preferences, and 

plans for  us ing media.  
2. For smal l  groups, request c i rcular,  semi-c ircular ,  or  U-shaped seat ing arrangements to 

ensure clear s ight l ines. 
3. Keep the host ’s  and technical  support  s taf f ’s  contact information handy. 
4. Arr ive ear ly  to conduct a ful l  media check, inc luding audio,  v isuals,  capt ions, internet 

connect ion, and interpreter  placement.  
5. Ensure good l ight ing so the interpreter  remains v is ib le—use a spot l ight  or  lamp i f   

necessary, and adjust b l inds or  curta ins for  opt imal  condi t ions. 

 
 

Make sure your materials are visually clear, well-organized, and easy to follow.  
Visual communication is essential when presenting to Deaf or hard-of-hearing 
audiences. 

 
1. Present informat ion visual ly  and avoid overwhelming part ic ipants wi th mult ip le 

s imultaneous st imul i .  
2.  Use c lean, unclut tered designs and avoid dis tract ing backgrounds or  busy patterns. 
3. Choose high-contrast colors such as a dark background wi th l ight text  for  reading ease. 
4. Use large fonts—at least  18 points—in sty les such as Ar ia l ,  Helvet ica,  or  Times New 

Roman, and opt  for  sans-ser i f  fonts when project ing. 
5. Use a mix of  upper-  and lowercase let ters instead of  al l  caps. 
6. Ensure that a l l  v ideos wi th audio are capt ioned. 
7. Avoid rely ing on music or  sound ef fects to emphasize points. 
8. Inc lude a concluding s l ide that  summarizes your key takeaways. 
9. Provide handouts to reduce the need for  notetaking,  and let  your audience know at  the 

star t  of  your presentat ion i f  s l ides or  mater ia ls  wi l l  be avai lable e lectronical ly .  
 
 
 
 

Technical and Room Setup Considerations 

Preparing Materials 


