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RIT recognizes that we gather on the traditional territory of the Onöndowa’ga:’ or “the peo-
ple of the Great Hill,” in English known as Seneca people, “the keeper of the western door.”  
We honor the land on which RIT was built and recognize the unique relationship that the 

Indigenous stewards have with this land.



Directors’ Note
Partway through writing MEN ON BOATS, Jaclyn Backhaus made a decision. Realiz-
ing she would never be able to play the characters that she was writing, she wrote a 
crucial casting note:  
 
“The characters in MEN ON BOATS were historically cisgender white males. The 
cast should be made up entirely of people who are not. I’m talking about racially 
diverse actors who are female-identifying, trans-identifying, genderfluid, and/or 
non-gender-conforming.” 
 
That choice spoke to us in the College of Liberal Arts Performing Arts Department.  
 
Men On Boats changes the lens of who tells the story of America, without changing 
the story itself. And that tension engages the audience in an active exploration with 
the cast to question how we teach history in America and who has a right to tell our 
stories. 
 
Jaclyn Backhaus’s Men On Boats is up to a great many things, and it does it all play-
fully. Can a theatrical medium put boats on a raging river, and allow us to witness 
people (almost) falling off of canyon ledges? Why not? The theatre has a rich history 
of providing a playful space for us to engage our empathy, burst into laughter, and, if 
we are lucky, see something differently. Men On Boats will entertain, but it will also 
subvert.  
 
Backhaus brings a new perspective to history by adding layers of identity and 
broadening the definition of “man” to include all of humanity. Not only are we ex-
ploring this play from a perspective of degendering historical narratives & apply-
ing more queer representation, we’ve added an additional layer centered around 
disability, that brings us to a new approach of language and communication within 
the play, by using American Sign Language (ASL). 
 
By casting Deaf actors, we were challenged with the question, how do we make this 
character Deaf? How do we make choices with the hearing actors by teaching them 
ASL, while also providing nuance and satire on how disabled people might have 
been treated in the 1800s? How do we set up systems of hand signals, gestures, 
and signs and put them in place so we can explore the relationship the non-signing 
actors have within their journey of learning ASL, both outside the play and within 
the play. 
 
Men On Boats is a microcosm of all the different layers and relationships that can be 
found on the RIT/NTID campus and within Rochester’s Deaf community as a whole. 
We’re excited to share this unique perspective with you and hopefully offer new 
insight on how culture frames history, opportunity, identity, and privilege. 
 
 -Alexa and Liam
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Setting
The present:
A classroom

Then 1869:
Traversing the Green and Colorado Rivers

This performance includes a 10-minute intermission.
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Cast
John Wesley Powell ......................................................................................... Abby Hill*

William Dunn/Interpreter for Johnson ......................................................Serena Rush^
 
Voice of Dunn/Just Jim/Mr. Asa .................................................................. Leon Marcus 
 
John Colton Sumner/Interpreter for Powell ................................................Kelsey Beers 
 
Hall/Johnson ................................................................................................. Alyssa Rios^ 
 
Hawkins/Voicing for Powell .................................................................... Corrina Mullins  

Frank Goodman ........................................................................................ Ryan Huntley^ 

O.G. Howland ............................................................................................ Abby Gonzalez 
 
Voice of O.G. Howland and Just Jim ........................................................Shelby Swindell  

Seneca Howland/Voicing for Sumner ....................................Charlotte Hamilton-Caillet

Bradley .................................................................................................. Sofia DeCredico^
*due to illness, the role of Bradley is now being played by Mak Kirish

Old Shady/Voicing for Powell .................................................................Camille Decker^ 
 
Voicing for Seneca and Sumner .....................................................................Mak Kirish^

Crew and Administration
Director .............................................................................................Alexa Scott-Flaherty
 
Assistant Director & 
Director of Artistic Sign Language .............................................................Liam Coleman 

Stage Manager ................................................................................. Catherine Hampp^*
 
Assistant Stage Managers ................................................. Mak Kirish^ and Joy Brown^* 
 
Scenic Designer ................................................................................ Catherine Hampp^* 
 
Costume Designer ........................................................................................Janice Ferger 
 
Sound Designer .......................................................................................Travis Faircloth* 
 
Properties Designer ................................................................................. Amelie Ferrell^

Production Manager ....................................................................................... Andy Head
 
CLA Finance and Marketing ........................................................................ Ben Willmott
 
Production Interpreters .................................................... Maria Huntley and San Lamar

Caption Creator ............................................................................................ Joy Brown^*
 
Graphic Designer.................................................................................... Natalie Furman^

* Indicates that student is currently enrolled in Theatre Ensemble
** Indicates that student is currently enrolled in NTID Practicum 
^ Indicates that student is currently a Performing Arts Scholar



Bios
Abby Hill [she/her] (John Wesley Powell) is a 2nd-year ASL-English Interpreting 
major. She is originally from Dallas, TX where she’s involved with The Luckenbooth 
Theatre as their Director of ASL Services and part of their repertory company. Some 
of her favorite roles include Guardian Angel in Angels in America: Millennium Ap-
proaches, Mae Peterson in Bye Bye Birdie, Katrina Van Tassel in Sleepy Hollow, and 
Gwendolyn Fairfax in The Importance of Being Earnest. She is so excited for her first 
RIT Performing Arts show and would like to thank her friends and family for always 
supporting her! 
 
Abby Gonzalez [she/they] (O.G. Howland) is a 2nd-year Psychology student. She is 
originally from Rochester, NY, and has moved all over United States before finally 
coming back to Rochester for college. This is their first time being a part of a produc-
tion at RIT, and her first time ever being in a play, so she is very excited! They would 
like to give a shout-out to Serena and Leon for encouraging her to be a part of the 
play and just overall being amazing friends.  
 
Alyssa Rios [she/her] (Hall, Johnson) is a 1st-year Computing Security major. She 
is excited to be working with this cast for her first RIT Performing Arts production! 
You may recognize her from the past two 24-Hour Shows and Too Much Light 
Makes the Baby Go Blind during the 2021 Rochester Fringe Festival. Alyssa has been 
performing ever since she was little in her school theater clubs and other competi-
tions. Some of her favorite roles include Lillian from Cheaper by the Dozen and Lisa 
Gustafson from Fame. She would like to thank her friends and family for coming out 
to support her, and she hopes everyone enjoys the show.

Camille Decker (Old Shady, Voicing for Powell ) is a 2nd-year at RIT with a major in 
Computer Science. She loved theater in high school and began her performance 
career at RIT with the role of Announcer #2 in the RIT Players’ production of War of 
Worlds this past fall. She is very excited to be back on stage with such an enthusias-
tic and talented cast. 
 
Catherine Hampp [she/her] (Stage Manager) is a 2nd-year Mechanical Engineering 
student from Binghamton, New York. She has been on and off the stage in many 
productions for the past ten years and is excited to be back to live theatre with Men 
On Boats. She would like to especially thank her siblings, family, and friends for their 
support!    
 
Charlotte Hamilton-Caillet [she/her] (Seneca Howland, Voicing for Sumner) is a 4th-
year ASL-English Interpreting major. She is originally from Brooklyn, New York, and 
she is very excited to be in this wonderful play with such an incredible cast! You may 
have seen her as #7 in The Wolves, Iris in The Tempest with RIT Players, Orcus in She 
Kills Monsters: Virtual Realms, as well as Ethel Rosenburg, the Guardian Angel for 
Hannah & Man, and one of the Voices of the Angel from Angels in America: Millen-
nium Approaches. Charlotte would like to thank everyone involved for allowing her 
one last amazing show at RIT, and thank everyone who encouraged her to audition!
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Bios
Corrina Mullins [she/they] (Hawkins, Voicing for Powell) is a 3rd-year majoring in 
Museum Studies and minoring in History. Having spent the last few years working 
on the production side of shows, Corrina is excited to be returning to acting this 
year. Some of her favorite roles include the Guardian Angel of Harper in RIT & NTID 
Performing Arts’ Angels in America: Millennium Approaches, the Stage Manager in 
Our Town, and directing both The Tempest and Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go 
Blind with the RIT Players. Corrina would like to thank Leon, Serena, and Kelsey for 
all of the late night/parked car discussions that made this show as fun as it was.  
 
Joy Brown [she/her] (Assistant Stage Manager) is a 1st-year Electrical Engineering 
major from Illinois. This is her first production with RIT, and her first production as 
an Assistant Stage Manager! Joy would like to thank her roommate Ainsley for being 
a delight, and her boyfriend Geoffrey for putting up with her antics. She would also 
like to thank the community at RIT that makes live theater possible and supports the 
performing arts. 
 
Kelsey Beers [they/she] (John Colton Sumner, Interpreter for Powell) is a 4th-year 
double major in ASL-English Interpreting and Psychology, originally from Poughkeep-
sie, NY. They’ve been active in theatre both at home and at RIT, with their favorite 
roles being Caroline (hearing) in I and You, Lulu in Cabaret, and Kate / Chutney 
Windham in Legally Blonde. Kelsey would like to thank their friends and family for 
the unconditional support, as well as Alexa for allowing Kelsey to spend their Senior 
Spring doing what they love! Special thanks to Andy for being the first one to take 
a chance on Kelsey their first year of RIT, and being a constant support of Kelsey’s 
theatre endeavors. Enjoy the show! (look out for bears)

Leon Marcus [he/they] (Voice of William Dunn, Mr. Asa, Just Jim) is a 2nd-year 
double major in ASL-English Interpreting and Psychology. He was previously seen as 
Joe Pitt in RIT & NTID Performing Arts’ production of Angels in America: Millennium 
Approaches, and they are glad to be in this inclusive production. Leon would like to 
thank all of his friends that convinced him to audition! 
 
Mak Kirish [she/her] (Assistant Stage Manager, Voicing for Seneca and Sumner) 
Hailing from Pittsburgh, PA, Mak is a 1st-year Industrial Engineering student with 
a passion for stage management and tech. While Men On Boats is not Mak’s first 
show, she is excited to take the (back) stage for the first time in the college setting as 
an assistant stage manager. Outside of Men On Boats, Mak is an active member of 
the RIT Tech Crew (#TC4L), learning even more about the tech and sound for shows 
and events. Mak would like to thank her parents for supporting her crazy hours 
and ambitions throughout high school so she could continue her passion through 
college, and the cast/crew for making this a fun experience! 
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Bios
Ryan Huntley [she/they] (Frank Goodman) is a 1st-year Game Design and Develop-
ment student. Though she is no stranger to the stage, having previously appeared as 
Eli Whitney in Anything Goes, Sebastian in Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella, 
and Harold Hill in The Music Man, Men On Boats marks her debut performance 
both with RIT Performing Arts and as an openly transgender actress. She is thrilled 
to have been given such an incredible opportunity to appear alongside her dazzling-
ly talented castmates to bring this production to life. Her thanks go out to everyone 
who has supported her in her highest and lowest moments alike. 
 
Serena Rush [she/her] (William Dunn, Interpreter for Johnson) is a 2nd-year major-
ing in Psychology. She is from Silver Spring, Maryland. She is actively involved with 
the performing arts at RIT/NTID and was in previous productions as Harper in Angels 
in America: Millennium Approaches and Tilly in She Kills Monsters: Virtual Realms! 
She would like to recognize her family and friends for their support and encourage-
ment. A huge thank you to her RIT theater friends for creating a second home. Hope 
you enjoy the show! 
 
Shelby Swindell (Voice of OG Howland, Voice of Just Jim), is a 2nd-year Visual Media 
major from Jamestown, NY. They are very excited to be performing in their first RIT 
Performing Arts production, and first-ever theater production. New to the acting 
realm, Shelby has previously been a part of the pit orchestra in high school musical 
productions. They are beyond thankful for the support they’ve received from family 
and friends through their journey as a man on a boat. 
 
Sofia DeCredico [she/her] (Bradley) is a 4th-year Applied Mathematics major from 
Tennessee.  She has previously been in shows at her local theatre centre with some 
of her favorite roles being Raksha in The Jungle Book and Gerda in The Snow Queen.  
Last year Sofia played the role of Pauline Barrett in Spoon River Anthology for NTID 
Performing Arts and was an assistant stage manager for She Kills Monsters: Virtual 
Realms. She is very excited to have the opportunity to be a part of Men On Boats 
this semester. 
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