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December – Entrepreneur Daniel O’Connell launches startup, names 
it American Fuel Cell (AFC). 

January – AFC enrolls in NEXUS-NY, a technology and business accelerator 
operating at the earliest stage of the entrepreneurship spectrum.

October – AFC begins �rst partnership with GIS’s Center of Excellence in 
Advanced and Sustainable Manufacturing (COE-ASM) to test initial viability 
of MEA prototype. Seven di�erent MEAs are tested to generate 
performance data. 

AFC graduates from nine-month NEXUS-NY program. 

July - AFC initiates a technology validation assessment with the New 
York State Pollution Prevention Institute (NYSP2I) to evaluate its MEA 
product’s performance using reduced levels of rare earth materials.

December - AFC partners with RIT’s Center of Excellence in Advanced 
and Sustainable Manufacturing (COE-ASM), a GIS program, to identify 
ways to reduce the cost of MEA production by 25%. Evaluation and 
testing is done to �nd ways to improve the manufacturing process, 
optimize the system operating conditions without negatively 
impacting product performance, and develop a new catalyst 
formulation that uses fewer precious materials.

Opens manufacturing facility at Eastman Business Park, former 
industrial center of Kodak.

April – AFC is acquired by Plug Power Inc., a leading manufacturer of 
hydrogen fuel cells based in the United States, in a move to bring MEA 
production in-house instead of sourcing it externally. Core team 
remains based in Rochester at same facility.

November – Launches partnership (as Plug Power) with NYSP2I to 
design a scale-up of production process. Sought to maximize 
manufacturing e�ciency while maintaining performance quality of 
proprietary MEA design. 

February – Plug Power announces investment of $3.7 million to 
expand the Rochester facility and grow sta�.

March – Plug Power plans to raise $23.5 million by selling 10 million 
shares of the company as it expects to reach a total revenue of $245 
million in 2019. 

American Fuel Cell and GIS: 
A quick overview 

https://www.rit.edu/affiliate/nysp2i/sites/rit.edu.affiliate.nysp2i/files/docs/case-studies/NYSP2I_Eval_Confirms_Energy_Efficiency_for_American_Fuel_Cell_on_New_Membrane_Elctrode_Assembly.pdf
https://www.rit.edu/affiliate/nysp2i/sites/rit.edu.affiliate.nysp2i/files/docs/case-studies/NYSP2I_Eval_Confirms_Energy_Efficiency_for_American_Fuel_Cell_on_New_Membrane_Elctrode_Assembly.pdf
https://www.rit.edu/gis/coe/sites/rit.edu.gis.coe/files/docs/case-studies/American_Fuel_Cell.pdf
https://www.ir.plugpower.com/Press-Releases/Press-Release-Details/2018/Plug-Power-Acquires-American-Fuel-Cell-AFC-Research-and-Development-Capabilities-Expand-in-On-Road-Applications-Including-Delivery-Vehicle-Fleets/default.aspx



