
 

 

 
 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ROBERT M. CRESPO 
 
Lt Col Robert M. Crespo is the commander of US Air Force 
ROTC Detachment 538 at Rochester Institute of Technology, 
New York. He is responsible for the leadership of the 
detachment’s active-duty cadre and support personnel in the 
training and development of cadets seeking commission as 
second lieutenants in the United States Air and Space Forces   
 
Lt Col Crespo entered the Air Force in May 2007 after being 
commissioned through the United States Air Force Academy. 
He graduated Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training at Sheppard 
Air Force Base, Texas in 2009 and subsequently assigned to 
the E-3 AWACS at Tinker AFB, Oklahoma. Lt Col Crespo is a 
command pilot with multiple deployments supporting 
combat and combat support operations and has earned the 
ratings of evaluator pilot and formal training unit instructor 
pilot. 
 
Prior to this assignment Lt Col Crespo was the Director of 
Flight Crew Operations and Chief Test Pilot, 605th Test and 
Evaluation Squadron, Detachment 1, Tinker Air Force Base, 
Oklahoma.   Lt Col Crespo is responsible for operational test 
and tactics development testing and evaluation for over 13 
million dollars in avionics, mission, and airframe systems for 
the E-3 Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS).  
 

EDUCATION 
2007 Bachelor of Science degree in Biology, US Air Force Academy, Colorado 
2007 Air and Space Basic Course, Maxwell AFB, Alabama (Residence) 
2011 Masters of Business Administration, Oklahoma Christian University, Oklahoma 
2013 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Alabama (Residence) 
2014 Advanced Instrument School, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
2019 US Army Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas (Residence) 
2023 Air War College, Global School of PME, Maxwell AFB, Alabama (Correspondence)  
2025 Air University Professor of Aerospace Studies Instructor Course, Maxwell AFB, Alabama (Residence) 
 

ASSIGNMENTS  
1. May 2007 – May 2008, Assistant to the Director of Military Training, United States Air Force Academy Preparatory School, 

USAF Academy, Colorado 
2. May 2008 –November 2009, Student Pilot, 80th Operations Support Squadron, Sheppard AFB, Texas.  
3. December 2009 – July 2014, E-3 AWACS Instructor Aircraft Commander, 960th Airborne Air Control Squadron, Tinker AFB, 

Oklahoma 
4. July 2014 – September 2015, E-3 Formal Training Unit Instructor Aircraft Commander, 552d Training Squadron, Tinker AFB, 

Oklahoma 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Insert Official Photograph Here. Click inside the gray 
box, then use “Insert  Picture” or Copy+Paste a 
picture. 
 
Photograph should be resized to 3.2” wide by 4” high 
with a locked aspect ratio. Use cropping as required. 
 
Photography should be taken in full service dress IAW 
AFI 36-2903. Consult your local public affairs office for 
guidance in taking an official photograph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

5. September 2015 – September 2016, Director of Training, 962d Airborne Air Control Squadron, Joint-Base Elmendorf-
Richardson, Alaska 

6. October 2016 – June 2017, 3rd Wing Chief of E-3, Weapons and Tactics, 3d Operations Support Squadron, Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska 

7. June 2017 – May 2018, Executive Officer, 3rd Wing, Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska 
8. June 2018 – July 2019, Student, US Army Command and General Staff College, Kansas 
9. August 2019 – July 2020, Battlefield Airborne Communications Node (BACN) Functional Area Manager, Langley AFB, Virginia 
10. August 2020 – May 2021, Branch Chief, Airborne C2 Systems, Langley AFB, Virginia 
11. May 2021 – March 2022, Assistant Director of Operations, 963d Airborne Air Control Squadron, Tinker AFB, Oklahoma 
12. April 2022 – January 2023, Director of Operations, 960th Airborne Air Control Squadron, Tinker AFB, OKLAHOMA 
13. February 2023 – December 2024, Deputy Director of Operations, 605th Test and Evaluation Squadron/Detachment 1, Tinker 

AFB, OKLAHOMA 
14. January 2024 – Present, DRAGON Director/Chief E-3G Test Pilot, 605th Test and Evaluation Squadron/Detachment 1, Tinker 

AFB, OKLAHOMA 
 
FLIGHT INFORMATION  
Rating:  Command Pilot 
Flight hours: 3,500 
Combat Hours: 1500 
Aircraft flown: T-6A, T-38C, E-3B/C/G 
 

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Meritorious Service Medal with 2 device 
Air and Space Force Commendation Medal with 1 device 
Air and Space Force Achievement Medal with 1 device 
Air Medal with 4 devices 
 

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS  
2007 Graduate with Military Distinction, United States Air Force Academy  
2012 Distinguished Graduate, E-3 Aircraft Commander Upgrade  
2019 Distinguished Graduate, US Army Command and General Staff College 
 

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION  
Second Lieutenant, May 2007 
First Lieutenant, May 2009 
Captain, May 2011 
Major, March 2017 
Lieutenant Colonel, January 2021 
 
(Current as of September 2024)  
 


