


Massimo Vignelli in 1973 when he first met Roger Remington



Lella Vignelli as she looked in 2000



Massimo meets Remington at AGI Conference in  Toronto in 1980



Keynote speech by Massimo at historic RIT conference in 1983



Conference organizers Dr. Barbara Hodik and Roger Remington



Designer Rudolph de Harak and Massimo at conference



Meeting with Bradbury Thompson in 1987 at Yale University



Remington and Hodik’s new book in 1989 with foreward by Massimo



Lella and Massimo at RIT Cary Library visit in 2010



Massimo keynoting RIT conference in the 1980s



RIT begins archiving pioneer American graphic designers in 1984



By 2019 RIT has archived 45 pioneering American designers



Lella and Massimo Vignelli presenting at RIT c. 2000s



design:Vignelli exhibit in RIT’s Bevier Gallery in 2003



design:Vignelli exhibit in RIT’s Bevier Gallery in 2003



Lella receives RIT Presidential Medal and Massimo an RIT Doctorate



Proposal for a Design Studies Graduate Program at RIT in 2005



Another Vignelli lecture at RIT in 2008



“Since the 1980s we have been in preparation
for creating a Vignelli Center for Design Studies
at Rochester Institute of Technology.” 
Massimo and Lella Vignelli



Architect rendering of proposed RIT Vignelli Center for Design Studies



Rendering of proposed RIT Vignelli Center for Design Studies in 2009



Groundbreaking for Vignelli Center with the Vignelli and RIT 
dignitaries



Lella and Massimo at groundbreaking ceremony for Vignelli Center



The Vignelli and RIT dignitaries at Center groundbreaking 



Construction  of the Vignelli Center for Design Studies in 2009



Construction  of the Vignelli Center for Design Studies in 2009



The first look by Massimo and Lella of the nearly completed Center



Massimo and Lella Vignelli in front of new RIT Vignelli Center



Massimo and Lella’s happy first visit inside Center’s archive



The Vignelli inspecting the unfinished Hamlyn Trust Study Room 



Massimo inspecting the movable storage system in the Center archive



“From our work
we hope that students
take away 
more responsibility.” 
Massimo and Lella Vignelli



Facade of the new RIT Vignelli Center for Design Studies in 2010



Massimo and Lella preparing exhibit for Benetton Gallery  



Entrance to Vignelli Center’s new Benetton Gallery in 2010



Vignelli posters signal entryway to Center’s Benetton Gallery 



Exhibit of Vignelli graphic design in Benetton Gallery



Exhibit of Vignelli furniture in Benetton Gallery’s second level



Program brochure for formal dedication of Vignelli Center in 2010



Massimo and Lella speaking at Center’s dedication ceremony



Massimo Vignelli commenting. “We did it!”



The Vignellis, Lady Helen Hamlyn and other guests at dedication



Roger Remington signing V for Vignelli



Audience responds to the V for Vignelli sign



RIT President Destler, Lady Hamlyn and Vignelli cutting the ribbon



A happy moment between Roger Remington and Massimo Vignelli



A big Massimo hug for designer Michael Bierut



Lella enjoying happy moment with RIT student Alexia Georgeio



Lella Vignelli with former RIT administrator Stanley Witmeter



RIT students with Vignelli autographs



Goals of the Vignelli Center for Design Studies in 2009



Master Designer workshop near Nice at Armando Milani’s studio



Massimo lecturing at Summer workshop in Nice on French Riviera



Workshop critique with the Vignelli and Armando Milani



Summer Master Designer workshop at RIT Vignelli Center in 2013



Massimo and guest George Lois teaching at RIT Summer workshop



Iconic designer George Lois, guest at 2013 RIT workshop



Faculty and young designers at RIT workshop in summer, 2013



Branding designs from summer workshop participant



Branding designs from summer workshop participant



Branding designs from summer workshop participant



Massimo presenting at summer workshop community event



Over 70 speakers have presented at the monthly speaker series



Marketer of Vignelli designs Alan Heller presented in 2011



Former Vignelli Associate designer Michael Bierut presented in 2014



Michael Bierut presenting in 2014 event in RIT University Gallery



Swiss designer Bruno Monguzzi spoke about his posters in 2011



Monguzzi’s posters were shown in Bevier and University Galleries



Canadian designer Burton Kramer exhibited his paintings in 2012



A 2015 exhibit of Bob Cato’s photography in University Gallery



Pierre Mendell, Massimo’s friend, exhibited many posters in 2014



Former Vignelli Associate designer Peter Laundy presented in 2016



Research, design, and produce a book on health

Norman Ives exhibit and events in RIT Galleries in 2016



Dinner at Norman Ives event between Albers murals at RIT



Archive visit by former Yale alumni as part of Norman Ives event



Vignelli Center guest lecturer Anne Ghory-Goodman lecturing in 2017



Vignelli Center exhibit at Italian Embassy in Washington DC in 2018



Kenneth Hiebert, a Design Conversations lecturer in 2018



Reception honoring pioneering design educator Kenneth Hiebert



Roundtable speaker Carolyn Bauman from Cooper-Hewitt Museum  



Guests Jonathon Wajskol and Rocco Piscatello at post-roundtable



Roundtable speakers from Antenna Design, New York in 2015 



RIT Press publishes Vignelli Transit Maps book in 2012



Vignelli Drawings book published in 2017



The Vignelli Archive has over 3000 linear feet of artifacts



The Vignelli Archive houses over a half a million artifacts



An artifact from the Vignelli Archive-model for 712 Fifth Avenue facade



Since 2013 Archivist Jennifer Whitlock has helped over 5000 students



Vignelli Center Archivist Jennifer Whitlock has given over 175 tours



Metaproject showing with the Vignellis, Josh Owen and ID students



Vignelli Center sponsors Metaproject



Wendell Castle showing his Molar chair Project Timecapsule 



Eric Avar, designer at NIKE, and Kobe Bryant with the KOBE 9 sneaker



Metaproject display in New York during Design Week



Ten years of Metaproject documentation



“Design is the byproduct of intellectual elegance.
In design it is not what you do that counts,
but how you do it that is relevant.

Metaproject is a live demonstration of this principle.”

Massimo Vignelli



Vignelli Center travel award sponsored by ID Sign Systems in 2016



Vignelli Center “T” shirt designs featuring Massimo quotes in 2017



Vignelli Center community design project in 2015



Vignelli Center designs branding for RIT Photonics Initiative in 2016



Professor Bruce Ian Meader used Vignelli Unigrid for poster project



Professor Michael Burke from London is Center guest lecturer



RIT Honorary Degree awarded to Center supporter Lady Helen 
Hamlyn



RIT Honorary Degree awarded to Center supporter Lady Helen 
Hamlyn



Educational program interaction with Fabrica and Benetton in Italy



Visitation with RIT President Destler and Luciano Benetton in Treviso



Vignelli Center guest Noemi Bitterman with RIT ID Professor Harel



Vignelli Center sponsors 2017 international conference on Healthcare 



Interactive RIT Participants at Med Design Conference



Demonstration poster from MED DESIGN conference



Professor Bruce Ian Meader published Human Health book 



Poster from Vignelli Center’s 5th Anniversary event in New York



Center’s 5th anniversary party in New York at Partners & Napier



Massimo and Lella endorse RIT’s graduate Design Studies initiative

A New Academic Offering - Design Studies
Response from the Vignellis:

“RIT’s Design Studies area of the VCD Graduate     Program 
is a monumental event of historical signficance. This is the 
first time that an official emphasis on history, theory and 
criticism will be given to scholars.For us this is a life-time 
dream come true, 25 years in the making.”
“Typography at its best is a visual form of language linking timelessness and time.



Promotional poster for new Design Studies program



Promotional poster for new Design Studies program



Design Studies students in class analyzing archive artifact



“If students                             “If students study history, theory and criticism,
they will get to a design that is deeper

than shallow design.
Massimo Vignelli



Design Studies students in class analyzing archive artifact



Website design for Vignelli Center

Graduate Design Studies student interface project using archive



Design Studies student project of archival exhibition



Design Studies augmented reality program from archival content



Podcast session with guests from Hope for Honduras project



Developing Vignelli Center programming at weekly planning meeting



Massimo and students following a lecture in 2011



Spread from Gary Hustwit’s documentation book of Vignelli images



Gary Hustwit delivering his Design Conversations presentation in 2020



Luca and Valentina Vignelli at Jefferson on archive gathering in 2019



Vignelli Center information brochure from 2018



The Vignelli during a pleasing visit to the completed Vignelli Center.



“We hope our legacy
is to make better professionals,
more qualified designers.”
Massimo and Lella Vignelli



Massimo before the completed Vignelli Center for Design Studies



“Design is a marvelous mission.
Go out, spread the word.
It is your turn now.”
Massimo Vignelli



text



Ten years of accomplishments…

15 new collections added to archive
70 speakers at monthly lectures series
10 former Vignelli Associates designers involved
8 visiting lecturers from Europe on campus
25 collaborative design projects realized
__ social media contacts made
__demonstrations from Vignelli archive to classes

Ten years of accomplishments…
500,000 artifacts in collection

31000   followers on Instagram
21000   artifacts digitized
5000    designers, students, scholars used archive
3000    linear feet of artifacts

200    demonstration sessions with RIT classes
70     speakers at monthly lectures series
40     different collections added to archive
25      former Vignelli Associates designers involved
25      collaborative design projects realized
8       visiting lecturers from Europe on campus

Indicators of success - 2000 to 2020



Celebrate in the beautiful Vignelli-designed Saint Peter’s Church



text



Onward to 2040!




