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Utilizing Advanced Technology in Education of The Hearing 
Impaired 

 
(See Izvestia Article) 

 
Can the hearing deficient students get quality education in our country (and find a decent 

job after graduating)? Bauman University opened a modern multifunctional education 
and rehabilitation complex for the hearing challenged. Facility advanced enough to make 

ordinary students covetous.  
 
Natalia Ivanovna-Gladilshikova 
 
 
Equivalent to the West and Even Better 

 

It is well known how hearing-impaired population is living in the West: they are 

offered equal opportunities (as non-impaired people) in education, rights, and in standard 

of living. Similar examples here are rare (if non- existent). Practice at Bauman University 

is very fascinating in this sense. The Head Educational and Research Center (HERC) has 

been operating here for ten years. Bauman University started educating hearing- impaired 

students seventy years ago. 

 Today 180 hearing impaired students are educated at the center as well as 50 

observers of pre-college phase from 35 different regions of Russia and 4 other nations of 

Commonwealth of Independent States. These student’s curriculums are identical to all 

others, they take exams, and after first year they are separated into occupations. Until the 

fourth year students learn general curriculum after which they are included into wide-

ranging groups. They study in one of 11 majors in 7 facilities of Bauman University. 

 

International Network of Hearing Impaired Education 

 

HERC at Bauman University along with the National Technical Institute for the Deaf 

(NTID) at Rochester Institute of Technology (USA) actively participates in the global 

network Pen-International, funded by The Nippon Foundation of Japan. At the core of 

this program is the education of hearing impaired, by professors from various nations 

included in this project. A system of colleges and universities is created through out the 

world to educate hearing challenged students. Besides HERC the system includes NTI at 



Owner Page 2 12/15/2004 
PEN-International is funded by a grant from The Nippon Foundation to NTID 
Z:\Current Projects\Bauman Conference Nov 04\Translation of Materials\Izvetia Article.doc 

Rochester Institute of Technology, a number of colleges in China, Thailand, Japan, the 

Philippines, and Czech Karlov University… Each of these universities becomes an export 

center and the hub of PEN-International program in the country. 

 

Super Lab 

 

Bauman University opened a multifunctional educational and rehabilitation facility, 

which includes a multimedia auditorium (laboratory of distance learning) and a 

laboratory for wireless IT (informational technology) education and research. Experts 

claim that there is limited number of such facilities. Representing America at the opening 

was the project director of the PEN-International Dr. James DeCaro, project coordinators 

Edward William Clymer and Maria Shustrovich. 

 According to the director of HERC, Igor Federov, this type of facility is beneficial 

to all students at Bauman University, not just the hearing impaired ones: “Possibilities of 

modern technologies are acknowledged when such facilities are created, for example here 

we posses the wireless internet. For now this is new to us. With this technology we are 

capable to connect with any facility in the world outfitted with comparable technology. 

To achieve this we simply connect to a video camera and entire network gets the 

translation. Outside of HERC this technology is no available as of yet”. 

 As Alexander Stanevsky, the coordinator of HERC mentioned to “Izvestia” 

newspaper, that the most effective way of educating hearing-impaired students is to 

implement modern technology.  

 Achieving great results while educating hearing- impaired students using only the 

means of sign language translation is impossible. This type of facility gives the means 

necessary to retrieve needed information and opinions. Qualified staff can also lecture 

electronically from different locations. This is the technology of the XXI century. Similar 

facilities (based on our model) are established in University of Novosibirsk, Vladimir, 

Krasnoyarsk, St. Petersburg and Ekaterenburg.  

 According to Alexander Stanevsky, hearing-impaired students graduated from the 

Bauman’s University possess great careers:  The reason - quality education and the 

Bauman University recognition. Qualified experts (and these students are well qualified) 
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are always needed on the job market. And it does not make a difference whether you hear 

well or not. The technologically intelligent employers are really after our students.   

 
 
 
 
 
Image. 
 
Project Coordinator of PEN-International Professor Maria Shustrovich, Head of Bauman 
University Igor Fedorov, and PEN-International Coordinator Edward William Clymer. 






