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Technical College for the Deaf, Tianjin University of Technology 
 
The Technical College for the Deaf at Tianjin University of Technology is the first 
special institute in China for education in higher industrial science for people who are 
deaf.  TCD (Technical College for Deaf) first enrolled students in 1991 in the name of the 
Special Ministry of Education, and was listed and formally established as TCD in 1997. 
 
TCD has two bachelor degree majors: computer science and technology, and art design, 
(clothing design). They enroll students from across China in these programs that are four 
years in length. The students who successfully complete all courses earn an 
undergraduate diploma from TUT (Tianjin University of Technology) and are awarded 
the baccalaureate degree. Today, there are 193 deaf students at the college from more 
than 20 provinces in China. The team of the teachers is made up by two parts: full-time 
teachers at TCD proper and the part-time teachers from the greater university (1/3 of 
them hold the rank of professor or associate professor. 
 
TCD broke the traditional special education system in China by placing deaf students 
with the 15,000 plus normally hearing TUT students in living and playing settings 
scheduled after class and applying special teaching techniques that are suitable for the 
teaching deaf student alone. This approach can help deaf students to be incorporated into 
the majority population gradually on the emotional and intellectual levels. Every TCD 
teacher should be familiar with sign language…teachers use sign language and oral 
communication together in the teaching process. At the same time, TCD attends to the 
use of the multimedia and other modern teaching tools to help achieve the best teaching 
results. 
 
TCD has yielded substantial positive outcomes since it was established. More than 300 
deaf students have graduated and now work in more than 20 provinces and municipalities 
in China as workers, teachers, technical specialists and web site designers, and are self 
employed, and the like. Some have also become leaders of their local disabled person’s 
organization. Many of them are role models for people with disabilities, have wills of 
steel, are making contributions to society, and have been featured in various forms of 
mass media. 
 
(Inside front cover photo captions) 
 

A. Foreign minister Shaoxing Li and his wife Xiaomei Qin watch a deaf students 
exhibit calligraphy skills, Xiaomei Qin accepts the honor of serving as the 
honorary president of TCD. 



B. Comrade Pufang Deng inspects TCD.   
C. Teachers and deaf students of TCD visit famous master mathematics professor 

Xingshen Chen.  
D. Members of leading group of TCD: from the left side—Vice president associate 

professor Mei Han, president professor Guodong Bao, party’s general branch 
secretary professor Xin, vice president associate professor Qiang Li. 
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A. TCD deaf students have warm discussions with a professor from NTID.   
B. The monitor of the computer in the computer lab has been placed under the desk 

to let the deaf students see sign language and communicate freely.   
C. A foreign teacher utilizes the computer to exchange ideas with the deaf students 

of TCD and teach them.   
D. Students go to welfare center for children of Tianjin to help serve disabled 

children.   
E. During the graduation celebration, graduates of the clothing designing major are 

shown wearing the suits that they designed by themselves. 
 
TCD pays particular attention to drawing upon advanced knowledge derived from 
international exchanges. Since 1999, TCD has established strong working relationships 
with NTID (National Technical Institute for the Deaf) of the USA, Tsukuba College of 
Technology (Japan), and other famous international special education schools. 
Furthermore, TCD has received financial support from Japan. TCD also has worked 
collaboratively with several universities and colleges to establish PEN-International. 
With the help of PEN-International, TCD has: 
 

introduced more than one million Yuan to China to establish a special-purpose 
multimedia classroom and long-distance meeting system at the college;  
 
sent 15 young faculty members to the USA to receive training in theories of deaf 
education and advanced education skills;  
 
sent a dozen of the university’s teachers and deaf students to visit the USA;  
 
and, exchanged experiences in deaf education with teachers and deaf students 
from various other countries.  
 

At the same time, TCD received dozens of deaf students and teachers as visitors from all 
parts of the world. These frequent international exchanges have expanded the outlook of 
teachers and students, promoted education and teaching that is consistent with 
international standards, and propagated higher special education throughout China.  
 
With respect to scientific research, since 1998, TCD (which has only 20 teachers) has 
completed eight national, province and ministerial level projects, and a dozen of school 
level projects. 



 
In 2000, TCD was recognized as a “Ninth Five-year Plan” advanced unit. In February 
2001, TCD was awarded the title “Civilized School” by the government of Tianjin. 
 
In November of 2001, the college’s teaching achievement project “Establishing 
Characteristic High Level Industrial Science Education for Deaf Persons”, which was 
presided over by president Guodong Bao, was awarded the national-level outstanding 
teaching achievement second prize, and the higher education outstanding education 
achievement first prize in Tianjin. 
 
In the spring of 2001, after the president of the China Disabled Persons Federation 
Pufang Deng finished his third inspection visit of TCD, he praised TCD in his speech at 
Tianjin: “TCD is the pearl in our country’s disabled person career development.” 
 
 
 
 
 










