Students from the National Technical Institute for the Deaf in the United States touched
by the Kijo Haiku at the Kijo Memorial Museum, Takasaki

Jerome Cushman, associate professor, several other faculty members and students from
the National Technical Institute for the Deaf in Rochester, New York, visited the
Murakami Kijo Memorial Museum in Takasaki on the 27™ They were deeply touched by
the haiku of Kijo.

A total of 9 delegates consisting of faculty members and students from NTID, visited
Japan as a part of a U.S. — Japan Haiku and Tanka Cultural Exchange program. NTID has
been using Haiku as educational materials.

The nine delegates came to Japan as a part of a cultural Haiku exchange. NTID has been
utilizing Haiku as a part of their educational curriculum. The delegation visited the
memorial center, since they had studied Kijo Murakami, who created excellent poems
after he lost his hearing due to illness.

Mikiya Murakami, who is a grandson of Kijo, greeted them by saying, “I believe Kijo is
excited to have you here from the United States.” He guided the group around Kijo’s
study room and the memorial hall, and introduced them to the most important poem of

his “Fuyubachino Shinidokoranaku Arukikeri” and his haiga (a watercolor or ink painting,
in an abbreviated and detached style, that is often accompanied by a haiku.)

After the students had an opportunity to look at Kijo’s poems and work, they performed
what they have studied: Kijo’s life and poems in sign language. Finally, they attempted to
paint a haiga, and immersed themselves in traditional Japanese culture.
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