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Introduction

The Postsecondary Education Network-Intenational (PEN-International) is funded by grants
from the Nippon Foundation of Japan to the National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID).
NTID, one of the eight colleges of Rochester Institute of Technology (New York), serves ap-
proximately 1,250 deaf and hard-of-hearing students who study, share residence halls, and enjoy
social life together with more than 15,000 hearing students. The PEN-International network cur-
rently consists of thirteen colleges and universities in Korea, Japan, China, the Philippines, Thai-
land, Russia, the Czech Republic, and the United States. PEN-International shares its expertise
with international partners that, like NTID, offer postsecondary educational programs to deaf and
hard-of-hearing students. PEN-International is dedicated to providing professional development
to teachers of international deaf and hard-of-hearing students and facilitating the use of innova-

tive instructional technologies in the teaching/learning environment.

RIT/NTID Background

Founded in 1829, Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) is internationally recognized as a
leader in career education with more than 15,000 students enrolled in its eight colleges. The stu-
dents represent all 50 states and more than 80 foreign countries. The campus occupies 1,300

acres in suburban Rochester, the third largest city in New York State.

The National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID), the world’s largest technological college
for students who are deaf or hard of hearing, was established by Congress in 1965. One of the
unique features of RIT/NTID is that deaf and hard-of-hearing students study, share residence
halls, and enjoy social life together with hearing students. Of the 1,250 deaf and hard-of-hearing
students currently at NTID, approximately 43% are enrolled in baccalaureate or graduate pro-

grams. The remaining students study for paraprofessional degrees at NTID proper.
It is interesting to note that, recently, Elizabeth “Lizzie” Sorkin, 24, a mainstreamed Film/Video

and Animation major at Rochester Institute of Technology, made history when she became the

first deaf student government president of a U.S. college comprised predominantly of hearing
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students. Sorkin, of Elk Grove, Calif., was elected to serve a one-year term as RIT student body

government president. http://www.rit.edu/~930www/webnews/viewstory.php3?id=1930

Postsecondary Education Network-International (PEN-International)

The Nippon Foundation of Japan. The Nippon Foundation of Japan, founded in 1962, provides
annual grants that support PEN-International. The Postsecondary Education Network-
International was created in 2001 to improve and expand postsecondary education to deaf and
hard-of-hearing students around the world by sharing educational technology and conducting
faculty development and training, particularly in developing countries—to date more than $6

million in funding has been provided for PEN-international by the foundation. .

PEN-International Goals. The goals for PEN-International are as follows: to train faculty for
improving teaching and learning; to apply innovative instructional technologies to the teach-
ing/learning environment; to provide state-of-the-art equipment to international partners; to pro-
mote program self-sufficiency; and to expand career opportunities for deaf and hard-of-hearing
students. PEN-International’s vision is to assist partner institutions in the “move from importers

to self-sufficiency to exporters of knowledge and skills within their respective home countries.”

Pen-International/KEPAD Partnership

Most Korean deaf men and women are engaged in unskilled or manual labor. Deaf and hard of
hearing men and women are deprived of educational opportunities and this accounts to a large

extent for their employment circumstances. Their employment circumstances limit the opportu-
nity of these Korean citizens to enjoy the economic and social benefits that are enjoyed by their

hearing peers.

In Korea, there are special schools for the deaf and hard-of-hearing at the high school level but
special postsecondary educational opportunities are very limited. Further, the lack of support ser-
vices for deaf and hard-of-hearing students in mainstream colleges results in limited access to

their programs for student who are deaf.
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The Korea Employment Promotion Agency for the Disabled (KEPAD) is a unique agency for
men and women with disabilities and is housed within the led under the Ministry of Labor. It has
14 local branch offices, 5 vocational training centers, Employment Development Institute (in-
cluding the Assistive Technology Center). For this reason PEN-International chose to partner
with KEPAD to work to improve the postsecondary education circumstances of deaf men and

women in Korea.

For the past two years, PEN-International has joined in partnership with KEPAD to help improve
the services provided at KEPAD for deaf men and women. More importantly, the partnership
seeks to establish a network of colleges and universities across Korea to propagate access to
postsecondary education for deaf men and women. Over the next several years, PEN-
International and KEPAD will establish a cooperative network of colleges and universities focus-
ing upon faculty development and training and the provision of access and support services for

deaf students.

Portions of this article have previously been published by PEN-International.

About the Author
James J. DeCaro is immediate past dean at the National Technical Institute for the Deaf, a post
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Technology (China) and holds an Honorary Doctoral Degree from Bauman Moscow State Tech-
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from Syracuse University in Educational Technology. He has worked at the university level in
the field of deafness since 1971. (E-mail: jjd8074@ntid.rit.edu)
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