Bring colors to the soundless world

“There may be little sound in the world of people who are deaf. But | want
it to be a world full of colors,” said Professor James DeCaro. There are 13
colleges and universities admitting students who are deaf in China. In this
land of silence, the faculty and students share a common friend—Mr. and
Mrs. James DeCaro. In a period of nine years this American couple
provided funding (through PEN-International at NTID) for over 30
Chinese faculty members to receive training in America. They also helped

establish China’s distance learning system which cost about $40,000.

“Lao D” to Faculty and Students’

“Lao D” is the nickname given to James DeCaro by the Faculty and
students of Tianjin Technical Institute for the Deaf at Tianjin University of
Technology (TUT). “Lao D” does not mean he is old, but rather wise. It
implies that the relationship he has with TUT is longstanding. In 1998,
“Lao D” read news from the internet that Tianjin Technical Institute for the
Deaf was established on the campus of TUT in 1997. “Upon reading the
news, | was surprised and excited.” ”Lao D” has been involved in higher
education for the deaf for almost 30 years. He knows clearly that it is not

easy for China as a developing country to support higher education for deaf



students. “Lao D” wrote to TUT proposing the establishment of an

academic exchange program.

Accompanied by the president of the National Technical Institute of the
Deaf “Lao D” toured Tianjin in 1998. He said, “At that time, the quality of
higher education for the deaf in Tianjin was very poor. The conditions for
teaching, and the limited choice of courses, were very disappointing.
However, the spirit and enthusiasm of both the faculty and students was
very impressive.” As soon as he returned home, “Lao D” invited faculty
members from TUT to visit the National Technical Institute for the Deaf at
Rochester Institute of Technology. The most skilled chef would not cook
with rice. TUT faculty had the opportunity to personally experience the
advanced education for the deaf in American. Unfortunately, TUT lacked

the resources needed to develop deaf education.

“Lao D” tried various channels to help China develop its higher education
for the deaf. “I called almost all the people who might provide support in
my phone book.” By 2001, “Lao D had contacted three world-class
educational institutes for the deaf. In partnership with TUT, the
Postsecondary Education Network International (PEN-International) was
established at NTID. TUT gets support from PEN-International. Because

of his contributions in higher education for the deaf in China, “Lao D” was



presented the “Hai River Award”...a prize given to foreign experts by the

Tianjin Municipal Government.

A Dumpling Expert

As the director of the international deaf education organization, China’s
deaf education was on “Lao D’s mind. “There are 20 million deaf people in
China. Developing deaf education in China, and improving its influence, is
so huge that no other country in the world has attempted to achieve such a
large undertaking.” “Lao D” comes to China on an annual base, training
faculty, talking to students, and observing teaching; he emails his Chinese
partners two to three times daily, keeping in touch. “I frequently call them
to seek information...requesting arrangement for educational observation
at different sites. | think they might be annoyed by me, “Lao D” said

jokingly.

“Lao D” has visited cities such as Beijing, Changchun, Zhengzhou, and
Xi’an. Currently there are five colleges and universities that serve deaf
students that have joined PEN-International in China and are receiving
support from PEN. “Lao D knows higher education for the deaf like he
knows the back of his hand. “Changchun is the largest scale program in

terms of higher education for the deaf, while Tianjin has the closest contact



with us....keeping close contact with higher education institutes for the
deaf at various locations in China is his business. He jokingly points out
however that there is also a personal reason: he wants to learn cooking

skills from the chefs of China.

“I’m of Italian descent. Enjoying good food is in my nature. I’m also very
interested in Chinese cuisine.” In 2002, “Lao D” started his dumpling
making lessons at a Chinese colleague’s home. After a few trials, “Lao D”
who has innate cooking talents, soon was able to make dumplings that
looked quite authentic. The only difference was their large size. “My
teacher told me that | am the fastest learner among his foreign dumpling
making students. The dumplings were huge but did not break when boiled.

Incredible!” “Lao D” laughed with satisfaction.

Signs that laugh

“I’ve never heard the sound of laughter. But | imagine it must sound
beautiful, just like teacher Patricia’s sign language,” said students from
TUT commenting on Patricia DeCaro’s sign language laughter. Patricia is
“Lao D's” wife and a colleague. She has also been involved in higher
education for the deaf for over 30 years. In students’ eyes, Patricia is

smiling and magical, and easy to get to know. Students enjoy sharing their



feeling with her. Her email box is filled with emails from these students.

Both Patricia’s parents were deaf. Because of this, she has a special bond
with deaf people and can better understand deaf people’s feelings. “Deaf
people are sensitive to their environment since they do not hear the way we
do. When communicating with them, honesty and respect are the two most
Important factors.” As a consultant, she pays special attention to the
communication needs of deaf students, encouraging them to keep contact
with the society. “As a child, | served as a bridge for my parents to the
hearing world. | wish to be of service to deaf people by helping them to

learn to reach to the hearing world.”

In order to have a comprehensive understanding of higher education of the
deaf in China, Patricia conducted a series of interviews with more than 100
Chinese deaf students and faculty of deaf students trying to document their
educational needs. “Some students expressed no confidence in their future.
| have many deaf members in my family. Through education they were
able to overcome their “disability’. I know for sure that education can bring
new hope to deaf students.” This is what she preaches and this is also
what she has been engaged in doing. The 2006 report she wrote on her
study covers issues such as college majors for deaf students,

communication and employment. The report is a “treasured classic” in



China’s higher education for the deaf.

At present, the DeCaro’s hope to help their son adopt a Chinese deaf child.
“To adopt a deaf child from China, a country we are very fond of, will

accomplish multiple positive outcomes: it will not only help us maintain a
close bond with China, it will also be a lovely product of our involvement

in China’s higher education for the deaf.”
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