Learning Development Center Volume 5 No. 2 Winter 2004

Motivation

140 much beter in classes where I'm
‘motivated.” S
“student, overheard on the Quart

o Asyou eXpeijm'eIif with Ways to ih{igo-ra*te' your studénts, b-é"p'répfiré-cl fora commensuratelmpact on your own RN
- attitude. Nothing is more motivating to a professor than interested and involved students! ©- . L '




Understandm : Motlvatlon by Jane A. Munt T
s fTheorles of motivation have several common elements most notably that motlvatron is el SR

"f”:_multldimensronal Motrvatlon as descrrbed by Biggs (1999) is‘a result of two major factors the_'_ (SR f' )

- value the learner places on the Iearnmg and the expectatron the leamer has about the posslblhty e
for success, Marzano (2001) adds a third element, the student S experrences around learnmg T
* . Here v we' present four major theories Wthh connect students assumptrons about themselves and SR

'.itherr experlences to thelr rnotwatlon (Swartz n d )

,_.E'(pectancy theory — “T hzs task is posszble for me 10" accomphsh ana’ zt has value e
,:Expectancy theory supports the definition of motlvatron offered by Blggs (1999) and Marzano
7 2001), 10 that it is‘a funct1on of both competence and relevance This view is supported by thi
reSearch conducted by Marzano for Deszgmng a New T axonomy of 1 Educatzonal Objecnves
-Ac"' rdmg 6 Marzano, the first endeavor of every" arner should bé to exdmine the Self- Syster
-The self—system contarns several elements that are ; rrelated and lead to ‘otwatron fot:

L - students: thus they feel that abrhtv levets are stable across contents deSprte the Varylno dernands
R _wrt_hr_n_a drscrph_ne_(e. I ve: always been a good WIiter, S0 Idon T need to spend alotofl tnne R




on thls techmeal report ). Generaliy, students who possess hagh ablilty 1n a partlcular skdl area -
7 may expend less effort i in all work related to that skﬂl Addmonaﬂy, many students’ attrlbute e g
- success to Tuck (e.g.,“1 happened to study the right mater1a1 *or ] got the casy ‘teachér. ”) These e R
'Estudents tend o have a pessnmstlc view of the amount of control they have over leammg . R

outcomes e

o Students who attnbute success to effort expendlture generally are: motlvated to work hard m
fjorder to’ succeed Accordmg 10 Ray, Garavalid, and Murdock’ (2003) studerits who attrlbute RUN
'jisuccess to thelr effort have estabhshed leannng goals and placed a hlgh value on the tasks




2 Prcical Apposhes wFosne

. Be passmnate abontyour content area Aprofessor s passwn in add1t1on to competency, W1ll S e
N __,'naturally tuggerahlgh level of mterest S S T

e :':Assume that each student in yonr class wants to learn, even the ones who Iook half asleep " ST

Create a qulck :ntrodu ctory act1v1ty (m class or on~hne) to ﬁnd out what your students are
brmgmg to thlS class Ask them about thelr prev10us expenences expectattons and goals ' f‘ﬁ -

;:_‘V\__felcome late comers Students who reglster late'or miss the ﬁrst-class are;outmde the group o _
*_-Bnng them 1nto the class commumty wrrhout over—focusmg on the1r late entry T :

. B¢ prepared for differen

trates ?0£ learning. Uscgroup activities 10 capitafize on faster le
Q.Chlngslowerones T L e Do

K N ._Show students hou to sart throucrh complex mater:ax b} dlsunﬂLIshmc' betu CEn tl e overall -
o :concepts and the Supportmg detatls y : : S




Motivation in the Classroom oy sefinds pryce

' Recogmze achlevement in skllidevelopment personalprogress and uew understandmg - -

E 0 S }Assrst the learmug process by prov1d1ng regular feed back for unprovement Frequent
(R _,:'qulzzes give students helpthl mfonna’non about therr progress T

: "'-::{ fMake homework count Increase the vahJe and 1ncent1ve for practlce and practlcal appllcatron b}’ :_— SR
: _.ii:;gradrng homework Collect 1t randomly to manage your workload_"-' ' e e T

assessment

_resources

_ _Keep a 11st of :helpful resou rees (on-campus texts and arncles "_ternet sites) anid refer-
students to'them when external support is appronnate Mt DU

j_"’" Martin, AJ (2003) Mofzvatmg sz‘udenfs fo Ieam Presented at the Annual Assocrat:on for Gu1dance 5
and Counselmg Conference SydneyAustralla T R . ST




BOO Review _ _ 7 L Goodw

- De51gn1no a New T axonomy of EducatlonaI Ob]ectlves R J Marzano
Thousand Oaks CA Corwm Press 2001 Lo

When Bloom s Taxonomy bw:st on the hor1zon in 1956 1t was the educator s
answer to evaIuatlon problems As a framework thlS taxonomy descrlbed SIX

: II has y eﬁ hzm a bzr bzrter abour thzs coizrse but he zs opttmzst'zc tlmt he can Uet T

' ‘_.'-So two ‘yes”s and a “maybe” make J ason fatrly well motwated to take the next steps toward
;learnmcr the matenal nameiy metacogmtwe and COgI’llthG processmg of. the content :




T Let’s nOW-imagine a different scenari'o: .

Case B: Jasorz isin z‘hzs coursefor rhe second z‘zme because lze needs toincrease T
. his GPA in order to be accepted as an internal transfer o pltoroJiournalrsm EEE I
" However, he has acquzred no new learnmg strategies or resources. His responses
'would probabfy be negative to all three quesrzons whzch indicates low motzvarzon
“anda slim likelihood that he will engage i the learmng behavrors thar are .
'necessary in order fo masrer Calculus ﬂ T Sop e

- _fffThls example 11[ustrates that negatwe reSponses to these questrons 1ndrcate a low motrvatron for .
...Iearnlng thiS partrcular 1nforrnat10n and 11ttle prospeet for sbccess. U TR

Wrthout approprlate 1evels of rnotlvatlon learmng 1s drrnrnrshed and becomes ht‘tle more than a
rain durnp on tests, isolated bits and- pieces of learnirig 1 that will b:"'fo_rgotten as soon as'th _ -
_grades are posted Wrth thls kn ”'wledge it behoo_\res educators to _,overtly address the 13 o

1 A e are heppyzto report that Andrew 1s once aoarn a successful (and hrghly rnotrvated) student 1n %
e _.-Software EngrneermU : : - N RPN S




LDC Proﬁle...

e ,Joe Wllhams is the newest addmon to the LDC “Joe Bones ‘as he is
- “known around campus, is easily recognizable by his tall stature, his BIG
~ . smile and his- friendly personahty His new position is as a counselor in
o “the Hi gher Education Opportumty Program ‘where he; works dlrectly with ©
" 'more than 50 HEOP students. Hej joins HEOP after being an Instructor in"
- '_the Fi 1rst Year Enrlchment program for ayeéar and a half 1 oe has a-

hlS w1fe Laverne and hlS ﬁve year old son Jordan_ A51de from eatmg, J oe tes that hls'_favorIte
hobby is playmg Wlth‘hlsnew home theatre? S S -

LDC Lately...Editorial Board

Belinda Bryce * Susan Donovan « Latty Goodwin
Kristy Meoney Graves * Gail Gucker
Joette Hartman » Janet Helmuth

Lorna Mittelman ¢ Jane Munt « Karen Quinn

h_telleotual anrl r :rsonal growth of all RIT :studen
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