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Challenges in Our Global Deaf Community

Survey of 93 Countries

@ 90% of the world’s Deaf children and adults have never been to school

@ 19 countries do not recognize Deaf people as equal citizens

@ 31 countries do not allow Deaf people to have a driver’s license

@ 23 countries provide bilingual education in sign language and native language



Challenges in Our Global Deaf Community

@ 18 countries have sign language interpreting professional training or a Code of
Ethics

@ 77 countries recognize Deaf people’s right to work, but only 47 have anti-
discrimination legislation

@ 18 countries provide sign language interpreters at universities

@ 52 countries are “ignorant” about whether the HIV/AID’s situation affect deaf
people



Challenges in Our Global Deaf Community

@ 59 million people (World Health Organization 2005 Estimate) have severe or
profound hearing loss

@ 80% (47 million) of deaf people live in developing countries (WHO 2005)
@ 21 countries provide captioning of news or current affairs

@ Unemployment and underemployment are chronic problems lacking global
research data

*Source: Deaf People and Human Rights, Haualand and Allen (WFD & SNAD, 2009)



Discussion Activity

@ Develop a summary of major issues facing the Deaf Community in your
country and share with your group
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Building Networks and Relationships

Judy’s school board experience and native American Depiction
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Building Networks and Relationships

@ Gerry’s experience with ADARA and State Association for Deaf leadership in
Kansas and Missouri



Steps to Networking

@ Identify key objectives and goals to effort

Identify key individuals and organizations that need to be contacted
Follow through with key contacts and ask for support and assistance
Express appreciation to those who offer help

Learn to respect differences of opinion and perspective

Relations are grown and must be nurtured and sustained...Stay in touch with networks
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Celebrate successes and recognize efforts that need improvement



Discussion Activity

@ Identify one challenge in your country that you can work on.

@ Identify key objectives of your plan.

@ Identify who/when/how you will network to address the challenge.



Final Discussion Activity

@ Discuss how SLI participants can network now and in the future to share information
and possible share information and possible “shared”

@ Discuss how the use of electronic technology such as Facebook can be used to address
global challenges.

@ Share suggestions with SLI program via group reports.



Final Thoughts

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”
Nelson Mandela

“Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it. Begin it now.”
Johann Wolfgang Von Gother

“The first responsibility of a leader is to define reality. The last is to say t hank you. In
between, the leader is a servant.”
Max DePree

“Never doubt the a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”
Margaret Mead
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